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Leader Notes 
 
ZECHARIAH 3:8; 6:12-13 
 

ICE BREAKER 

Are there any rules in place in your home to avoid certain messes you do not want to deal 
with (i.e. dog is not allowed on the bed, no eating in certain rooms, take your shoes off when 
you enter, etc.)? 

What is the biggest mess you have ever made? Were you able to completely clean it up? 

There are some messes that no one wants to deal with because they are nearly impossible to clean 
up. Figuratively speaking, the current pandemic is one such mess. We might wonder how in the 
world everything can be "put back" to normal again. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for always being bigger than our messes. Thank You that when we feel small 
and insignificant, You do your most amazing work. We invite you to shine in our darkness and bring 
hope. We pray this in Jesus’s name. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. (We’ve also added a link to this page in 
the Leader Toolbox, Password: WOLLEADER.) Worship is also available at the beginning of each 
teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

What can God make out of our messes? How can He work when our circumstances are so difficult 
that we are small, insignificant, and inept by comparison? We see throughout scripture that the way 
of the Father is to grow us from nothing to something. This is most vividly demonstrated in the life of 
Christ. At a time when there seemed to be no hope at all, Jesus broke through the darkness of this 
world and shined His light of hope. He does the same for us today when we let His light shine over 
us. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ZECHARIAH 3:8. 

a. Recall the historical context of Zechariah from the previous two weeks. 

b. Considering the situation Israel was in, why would it have been important for Joshua and 
the other leaders to know that they were a symbol for God’s Servant Jesus who was still to 
come? 

c. What does "the Branch" as a name for Jesus say to you about Him? 

As we learned in last week’s lesson, the rebuilding project was an enormous job. Zerubabbel’s 
weakness and inability to complete that project was an opportunity for God to reveal His strength. In 
Zechariah 3:8 and 6:12-13, we are reminded that the greater problem of our weakness and inability 
is solved in the person of Jesus Christ. This is the story of the whole Bible! We are unable to save 
ourselves but God planned all along to save us by sending His Son, the Righteous Branch, Jesus 
Christ. 

2. READ ZECHARIAH 6:12-13. 

a. In the Old Testament, "the temple of the Lord" refers to a physical structure where God’s 
presence resides. What does "the temple of the Lord" refer to for New Testament believers 
like you and me? 

b. Why is it important in reading and understanding scripture to know that every verse 
ultimately points to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

c. Read Isaiah 11:1-5. What is significant about the link between the king Isaiah promised and 
Jesse (v. 1)? What do you think is significant about the “shoot,” “stump,” and “branch” 
language within the Book of Isaiah? 

Jesse was David’s father (see 1 Sam. 16:1-13), so a reference to Jesse identifies the figure to come 
from the same family as David. The Davidic covenant is important because in it God promised that a 
son of David would build the Lord’s house and his throne will last forever (2 Sam. 7:8-16). 
Throughout the Bible, a connection to David is synonymous with a connection to the Messiah. In 
Isaiah 10:33-34, Isaiah prophesied that the Lord will “chop off branches,” cut down “tall trees,” and 
clear “the thickets of the forest with an ax.” What is left after God’s judgment of the larger brush is 
the shoot, stump, or branch that is a faithful minority, the remnant, from which the Messiah will 
eventually emerge. 

d. What characteristics about this King from Isaiah 11 stand out to you the most right now? 
Why? 

e. Why do you think there is an emphasis on the Spirit of the Lord in the passage? How does 
this relate to the title “Messiah”? Why is having the Lord’s presence crucial for doing the 
Lord’s work?  



The word Messiah means “anointed one,” which connotes the Spirit empowering someone for a 
particular office or task. David, for instance, was anointed with the Spirit in 1 Samuel 16:13 when 
Samuel affirmed him as Israel’s next king. The “Spirit of the LORD” is also said to come upon others 
appointed to office or specific tasks (see Ex. 31:1-6; Num. 11:17,25-29; Judg. 14:6,19; 15:14; 1 
Sam. 10:10; 11:6). After the Spirit of the Lord is introduced in verse 2, the rest of the verse presents 
a threefold repetition about the Spirit’s competence to empower the Messiah for His task of ruling in 
righteousness. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

In what area of your life do you need to allow Jesus to branch out and build something new in 
you? 

The way of the Father is to grow us from nothing into something. How does this truth 
encourage you in your current circumstance?  

Zechariah 6:13 says that Jesus will receive honor, rule on His throne, and serve as priest. 
How can you honor Jesus in your mess? What would change in your life for Jesus to rule on 
the throne of your heart this week? What does it mean to you, personally, that Jesus is your 
High Priest? 

Thank God for taking your weakness and insignificance and making something great. Praise Jesus 
who rules on His throne and serves as your mediator before the Lord. Invite Him to fill you with His 
Spirit, strengthening and growing you from nothing into a strong and effective temple of the Lord 
where His glory shines. 

GOING DEEPER 

Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Jeremiah 33:15 Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

"In those days and at that time I will cause a Righteous Branch to sprout up for David, and he 
will administer justice and righteousness in the land." 

  



COMMENTARY 

ZECHARIAH 3:8 

The Lord tells Joshua that he and those with him are a sign of things to come, pointing to what God 
is going to do in the future. The word translated “sign” indicates a symbol with prophetic significance. 
The name Joshua (Hb Yeshua) is itself a sign since it is the Hebrew form of the name Jesus. 
Joshua, the high priest, points forward to the coming Messiah, the great high priest. He and his 
companions receive a message concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus. This passage uses two 
titles to describe the coming Messiah: “My servant” and “the Branch.” “Servant” is the most common 
name in the Old Testament for the Messiah, used even more frequently than the word Messiah itself. 
The title Servant emphasizes the work of the Messiah in obeying the will of the Lord and doing His 
work. 

The other messianic title used here, Branch, is more unusual. Notably, the Messiah is called “the 
Branch” four significant times in the Old Testament, and each mention connects to an aspect of 
Jesus revealed in the four Gospels. The Branch is called the royal “king” in Jeremiah 23:5. In 
Matthew, Jesus is revealed as Israel’s King. The Branch is called God’s “servant” here in Zechariah 
3:8. In Mark, Jesus is revealed as God’s servant. The Branch is called “a man” in Zechariah 6:12. In 
Luke, Jesus is revealed as the Son of Man. The Branch is described as belonging to God in Isaiah 
4:2. In John, Jesus is revealed as the Son of God. In talking about the Messiah as the Branch then, 
God is unveiling the fullness of who the Messiah will be as revealed in the Gospels.  

ZECHARIAH 6:12-13 

Just as the Lord had promised to use Zerubabbel to rebuild the temple by His Spirit in Zechariah 4, 
He now specifies how His Spirit will work through Joshua. The oracle given to Joshua contains both 
promises that are contemporaneous to Zechariah’s time and those that await future fulfillment. While 
God indeed used Joshua to rebuild the temple in the days of Zechariah, the final realization of these 
promises from God will come when Jesus Christ establishes the millennial temple described 
in Ezekiel 40–46. God’s message to Joshua includes several noteworthy and emphatic promises 
concerning the Messiah, or “the Branch.” 

He will build the temple of the Lord (v. 12). 

He will be clothed with majesty and glory (v. 13). 

He will sit and rule on his throne as a priest (v. 13). 

He will unite the role of priest and king, creating “peaceful counsel between the two of them” (v. 13). 


