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Leader Notes 
 
ZECHARIAH 2-3 
 

ICE BREAKER 

When have you experienced a season of "drought" in life (i.e. you were performing poorly at 
school or work, God felt distant, your circumstances weren’t what you wanted them to be, a 
relationship was in need of restoration, etc.)? 

What is something God has taught (or is teaching you) you through that season? 

Considering that we might all feel that we are now experiencing one such season of drought, 
what news could you receive today that would give you some hope for the future? 

We all experience seasons in life that are marked by difficulty and uncertainty. As such, it is 
important for us to know where we can find hope. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for Your promise that You are working all things together for our 
good. Forgive us for prioritizing the building up of our own lives and neglecting Your kingdom 
purposes. Holy Spirit, help us lean into Your presence and power in these difficult days. Thank you 
for your promise of protection and provision. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. (We’ve also added a link to this page in 
the Leader Toolbox, Password: WOLLEADER.) Worship is also available at the beginning of each 
teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Zechariah comes on the scene in a figuratively dark and literally dry (Haggai 1:10) time in Israel’s 
history. It is tempting to think that God brought about the drought they were experiencing simply to 
punish Israel for her misplaced priorities. While this is partially true, the main reason that God 
brought the drought was so that Israel would repent and turn to Him again. The goal of God in the 



drought was to heal Israel of their idolatry. The drought was a hard mercy that God brought upon His 
people in order to save them. What we learn in Zechariah 2-3 is that in our most difficult seasons, 
God’s mercy remains. He is our protector, provider, and defender. He loves us and uses any means 
necessary to grow us closer to Him. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ZECHARIAH 2:1-5. 

a. What types of circumstances make people feel exposed, in danger, or at risk? 

b. When explaining that Jerusalem would be a city without physical walls, God said, "I myself 
will be a wall of fire around it, and I will be the glory within it." In your own words, what does 
it mean for God to be a wall of fire around us? What does it mean for Him to be the glory 
within us?  

c. Is God a wall of fire around you, or are you looking to something or someone else for 
protection in your current circumstance? Why is it that any other protector than God will 
ultimately fail you? 

d. We learned in this week’s message that if you put your circumstances between you and 
God, you are in trouble. What are some signs we are putting our circumstances between us 
and God? 

Jerusalem would once again become safe for inhabitants, but not because Israel was the smartest, 
strongest, or most savvy among the nations. They would not find or maintain the stability they 
needed from a new set of circumstances. The Lord Himself would be their defense. His protection 
would encircle the city like “a wall of fire” and His continual sovereign presence would provide 
stability within it. 

The trouble for Israel was the same trouble for us today—we are prone to focus on the wrong things. 
Instead of seeing the big picture, God’s kingdom picture, we zoom in on whatever difficulty is in front 
of us or whatever difficulty we hope to avoid. We attempt to solve those difficulties by our own will, 
strength, or ingenuity. However, it is actually through those difficulties that God provides for us, 
protects us, and defends us. 

e. When has God proven Himself as your defender? Your protector? Your provider? As you 
face the present and consider the future, what are some practical steps you can take to 
remember and find encouragement from God’s faithfulness in the past? 

2. READ ZECHARIAH 2:6-13. 

a. In your own words, summarize what these verses teach you about God. What promise is 
there for you in this passage? 

b. How does it make you feel to know that you are the "apple of God’s eye" (v. 8)? 

c. For what reason do you have to "shout for joy and be glad," even in the most 
difficult circumstances? 



Romans 8:32 asks the rhetorical question, "He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?" This question frames the only 
evidence we need that God is working for our good in this pandemic and any other circumstance we 
might face. God made the ultimate sacrifice to save us from sin and death when He sent His own 
Son to die on a cross. Any other kind of "saving" we need now is innate. We can know that, 
ultimately, God will provide for us, protect us, and defend us.  

3. READ ZECHARIAH 3:1-5. 

a. In what way can every person relate to Joshua in verse 3? We don’t like to talk about it, but 
why is it important for us to understand that we all have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God? 

b. In what way can Christ followers relate to Joshua in verse 4? Why? 

Sin, any sin, doesn’t make us pretty bad off. It’s not a situation we can casually call "not ideal," as if 
there were still a way to work around it. Ephesians 2:1 tells us we were dead in our sins. We had no 
hope. But this is not where we stay when we turn in faith to Christ. Satan would have us continue to 
sit in our depravity and feelings of worthlessness. God, though, found us worth dying for, worth 
saving, worth restoring to wholeness. And that is who we are in Christ Jesus. 1 John 1:9 assures us 
that "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." 

c. Read Philippians 1:6. What hope and confidence can you have today, even in this difficult 
season? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

God is your protector, provider, and defender. How does that truth encourage you today? 

What would change in your life this week if you were to truly trust in God to provide for you? 
To protect you? To defend you? 

People all around us are feeling exposed and at risk. They are trying to build walls of 
protection that will ultimately crumble around them. How can you point them to Jesus? 

Thank God that He is your protector, provider, and defender. Confess your tendency to put your 
circumstances as a wall between you and Him. Thank Jesus for tearing down the wall between you 
and God and restoring fellowship with Him. Ask Him to help you see spiritual drought in people 
around you and to give you opportunities to point them to Jesus, the only hope of the world. 

GOING DEEPER 

Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies. 



MEMORY VERSE 

Zechariah 2:8 English Standard Version (ESV) 

"For thus said the LORD of hosts, after his glory sent me to the nations who plundered you, 
for he who touches you touches the apple of his eye: " 

COMMENTARY 

ZECHARIAH 2 

Zechariah 2 records a single vision that continues the theme of God’s jealous commitment to His 
people. In this vision Zechariah sees a man with a measuring line in his hand. The prophet asks the 
man where he is going, and the man indicates that he is on his way to take the measurements of 
Jerusalem (vv. 1-2). Then, as now, surveying property in this way was done in preparation for 
building. The man in the vision represents God’s desire to restore and rebuild the city. In verses 3-
4 another angel instructs Zechariah’s interpreting angel to tell Zechariah, to whom he refers as “this 
young man,” that Jerusalem would have to expand its walls because so many people and livestock 
will be in it. This would have been a surprising message. At the time of Nehemiah, the city was in 
such ruin and so unstable that very few wanted to live in it, preferring the surrounding area in Judah 
(Neh 11:1-2). Verse 5 shows the reason the city would once again become safe for inhabitants. The 
Lord Himself would be the city’s defense, with His protection circling the city like “a wall of fire” and 
His glorious presence providing stability within it. 

Based on this vision, in verses 6-13 Zechariah proclaims a message to the people of God. The 
message includes the following elements: 

(1) The exiles remaining in Babylon should return to Jerusalem as quickly as possible (vv. 6-7). 
In verse 6the “land of the north” is Babylon, identified explicitly in verse 7. The people of Zion, whom 
God has scattered out “like the four winds of heaven” in every direction, are urged to return 
immediately to Jerusalem. 

(2) The nations that had been harming Israel will be judged (vv. 8-9). God promises to judge Babylon 
and other nations that have harmed Israel, which is another reason that the people of Judah needed 
to leave Babylon so quickly. Ironically, those who have plundered God’s people will now be 
plundered by the Lord Himself. The word for “plunder,” shalal, means to take by force. 

(3) God will bless Israel and many nations through Israel (vv. 10-12). The expressions of God’s 
blessing on Israel include the Lord “coming to dwell” among them, other nations that “will join 
themselves to the Lord on that day and become My people,” and the Lord taking possession of 
Judah “as His portion in the Holy Land.” 

(4) All people should be silent in the presence of the Lord (v. 13). In light of what God had revealed 
to His people, the only fitting response was awe-filled and silent submission to the Lord’s might. 

Verse 8 contains a key phrase that reveals the overwhelming love of God for His people: “Anyone 
who touches you touches the pupil of His eye.” The figure of speech originates in Deuteronomy 
32:10, where Moses says that the Lord found Jacob in a desolate wilderness, surrounded him, cared 



for him, and “protected him as the pupil of His eye.” More famously translated “the apple of His eye,” 
the word literally means the gate or opening of the eye, which is the part of the eye most easily 
injured and most in need of protection. Because of His love for His people, God placed Israel under 
His own protective and powerful care. 

God’s overwhelming love for us that protects us, draws us back to Himself, and renews us is the 
ultimate root of God’s extreme jealousy for us. He will not let us go, because we are precious to Him! 

ZECHARIAH 3:1-5 

3:1. When we are legitimately guilty before God, Satan uses our guilt to make us feel hopeless so 
that we will stay far from God. Zechariah saw Joshua the high priest “standing before the Angel of 
the Lord, with Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.” The word standing was used in the 
OT as a technical term to talk about a priest in the presence of the Lord, prepared to perform his 
ministry (see Deut 10:8; 2 Chr 29:11). As a member of the tribe of Levi and a descendant of the 
family of Aaron, Joshua, the high priest, is standing ready to serve the Lord and to serve as a 
mediator for God’s people. But as he does so, Satan is standing there as well. In fact, Satan is at 
Joshua’s right hand, which signifies where Joshua is supposed to draw his strength for service. 
Satan’s purpose is “to accuse him.” In Hebrew the name Satan and the verb accuse are forms of the 
same root word. Satan’s very name means that he is an adversary and an opponent. His nature is 
always to malign and attack God by slandering and accusing God’s people. Here Satan is pointing to 
Joshua’s guilt, represented by his filthy clothes (v. 3), and saying, in effect, “There’s no hope for him. 
He’s guilty of evil and sin. He can’t serve God.” 

3:2. When believers sin against God, He desires for us to feel sorrowful for our guilt so that we will 
turn from our sin. In Zechariah 3:2 the Lord strongly rebukes Satan for opposing Joshua. The 
Hebrew term gaʿar, “rebuke,” is also used to describe Jacob chastising Joseph for telling his dream 
(Gen 37:10) and God rejecting the offerings of priests and spreading excrement on their faces and 
their offerings (Mal 2:3). The term means “to scold” or “to offer a sharp criticism.” God’s sovereign 
ability to reprimand Satan in this manner is a reminder that the Lord and Satan are by no means 
equal forces in the universe. As powerful as Satan’s tactics against God and God’s people can be, 
he is no match for the Lord. Accordingly, when Yahweh rebukes Satan, the enemy becomes silent. 

The end of verse 2 reveals the foundation for the Lord’s rebuke. First, the Lord had “chosen 
Jerusalem.” By His grace and love, God had shown favor to Jerusalem and the Jewish people. 
Second, the Lord specifically identified Joshua as “a burning stick snatched from the fire.” The “fire” 
suggests the judgment of the Babylonian captivity. While Joshua’s people had sinned and had 
suffered because of that sin, God was offering hope through repentance. This truth corresponds to 
one of the major themes of this book: “Return to Me . . . and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
Hosts” (1:3). God had been faithful to bring His people out of exile, and He was not going to 
abandon them now, not even when they were covered with the filth of their sin. 

Will God allow believers to feel bad about our sin? Absolutely. In fact, one of the signs that you have 
been saved is that you will not be able to continue in a life of sin and feel good about it. The writer of 
Hebrews says, “The Lord disciplines the one He loves and punishes every son He receives.” Based 
on that fact, God’s Word commands us, “Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as 
sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline?” (Heb 12:6-7). God wants His children 
to feel grief and sorrow over our sin because grief and sorrow over sin are the ways that God brings 
us back to Him. Second Corinthians 7:10 says, “For godly grief produces a repentance not to be 
regretted and leading to salvation, but worldly grief produces death.” Repentance has been called a 
change of mind that leads to a change of heart that creates a change of direction that culminates in 
a change of life. 



God loves us too much to allow us to sin and feel good about it. But God’s kind of guilt will never 
lead us to hopelessness or despair. He allows His people to feel the weight of their sin so they can 
return to Him. So while Satan comes to us when we are guilty saying, “There’s no hope for you. You 
might as well be dead,” God comes to us when we have sinned and says, “Repent. Turn from your 
sin and I’ll save you. I’ll make things right again.” 

Genuine guilt is a gift from God. When we sin, the Lord wants us to feel the sense that something is 
not right, that something in our lives is not clean. His purpose is that our sorrow and guilt will lead us 
to get things right with Him. When we feel guilt over sin, God wants us to realize that we cannot 
make ourselves clean and righteous on our own. God loves believers so much that He won’t allow 
us to sin and feel good about it. However, unlike the way Satan attacks us with guilt, God’s kind of 
guilt will never lead us to hopelessness and despair. Instead, He will allow His people to experience 
godly sorrow over their sin so that they will return to Him. He’s always ready for us to return to Him 
so that we can be forgiven. 

3:3. The enemy of our souls has two major strategies when we are guilty of sin, both of which are 
designed to keep us from coming to God for forgiveness. One strategy, we have seen, is to make us 
feel hopeless, so we conclude that we can never be forgiven or loved by God and there is nothing 
we can do about our guilt. There is an equally dangerous way the enemy deceives. This other 
strategy, illustrated here, is to make us feel innocent, so we will continue in the sin that is destroying 
us. 

Zechariah saw Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, the preincarnate Christ, 
wearing “filthy clothes.” It is almost impossible to describe how strongly the Hebrew language talks 
about the filth of Joshua’s garments. These were not simply clothes stained with just a few spots of 
sweat and dirt. Nor were they garments that have gone too long unlaundered, with a whiff of body 
odor on them. “Filthy” translates perhaps the strongest expression that the Hebrew language had to 
talk about something loathsome and vile. The word used here is directly related to the Hebrew term 
for human excrement. Joshua is standing there, trying to serve the Lord, yet he is absolutely 
contaminated. 

The irony, though, is that Joshua seems to think he is acceptable. After all, he is “dressed,” showing 
that he considers himself to be prepared to serve and minister in the temple. He is standing before 
the Angel of the Lord, apparently believing that he is ready to do God’s work and to be in the Lord’s 
presence. He thinks he is fine. This is a portrait of how Satan will work when we are contaminated 
with sin. He will try to convince us that we are innocent, even when there is great guilt in our lives. 

Satan tries to convince us that things are okay with us spiritually when things are not right. He 
makes us feel innocent when we are guilty, clean when we are dirty, virtuous when we are wicked, 
and godly when we are unholy. Satan hates us and will do anything he can so that we will continue 
in the sin that is destroying us. That’s why God’s Word is so careful to warn against this type of self-
deception. In 1 John 1:8 and 10 God says, “If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. . . . If we say, ‘We don’t have any sin,’ we make Him a liar, and His word is 
not in us.” 

3:4-5. God wants us to feel guilty when we actually are guilty, because only then will we bring our 
guilt to Him and be forgiven. Apart from the convicting work of God, we are likely to keep deceiving 
ourselves and continuing in our sin, even as our sin destroys us. Zechariah 3:4-5 describes the 
cleansing of Joshua the priest, symbolizing the forgiveness and restoration of the people of Israel. 

Verse 4 says that the “Angel of the Lord spoke,” commanding those standing by the High Priest—
evidently other attending angels—to remove Joshua’s filthy garments. The word "spoke" is 



instructive, in that the Hebrew term used here most often means “to answer” or “to respond.” The 
word indicates a response to a request or a question, even though that request may not be explicitly 
spoken. In this case the reader may assume that Joshua made a request of the Lord, namely, “God, 
take this filth off of me. Take away my guilt.” Then God does what Joshua could never do for himself: 
He answers, ordering that the contaminated clothes be removed. 

After removing the garments of Joshua’s guilt, the Lord does something even more beautiful. He 
tells Joshua, “See, I have I have removed your guilt from you” (v. 4). The Lord’s words are a 
reminder that, when we bring our guilt to God, He is not only gracious enough to cleanse us, but also 
to show us (“See”) and tell us that that we have been cleansed (“I have removed your guilt from 
you”). There is no lingering doubt in our minds about where we stand with God. Even more, the Lord 
promises Joshua, “I will clothe you with splendid robes” (v. 4). The Hebrew word translated 
“splendid” is only used here and in Isaiah 3:22. Joshua’s new garments represent purity and 
holiness. They also signify his restoration and readiness to resume his ministry as a priest. In verse 
5 Zechariah himself interjects, desiring to see Joshua’s restoration made complete: “Then I said, ‘Let 
them put a clean turban on his head.’” The turban, adorned with a golden medallion, was worn by 
the priest. Exodus 28:36-38 indicates that the medallion was engraved with the words “HOLY TO 
THE LORD.” 

The end result is a picture of complete cleansing. Joshua—representing all of God’s people—had 
been filthy and contaminated. Now he is robed in festal attire, crowned with God’s holiness, ready to 
meet with the Lord and to serve in His name. Joshua’s cleansing portrays vividly the salvation and 
restoration that God brings to sinners when we confess our sin and receive His forgiveness. When 
sinners recognize the state of our guilt, when we acknowledge that we have departed from Him and 
then repent, God uses our real guilt as a tool to bring His grace to us. God wants His people to feel 
guilty when we are guilty so that we can turn from our guilt and be cleansed. 

Until we know that we have sinned and we come before God and say, “God, I have sinned and I 
need You to cleanse me,” we will never receive the forgiveness that we need. The Bible promises, “If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). God’s forgiveness and grace come when we agree with God that we 
have sinned and that we are guilty, and when we then seek His cleansing. 
  


