
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 8 
 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
What do you think you regret more, the things you did or the things you didn’t do? Explain. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Paul as Missionary 
 
Paul loved people very deeply and worked tirelessly to serve them and share God’s love with them. 
He had an amazing combination of love, skill, knowledge and dedication. For the modern missionary, 
which of these do you think is most critical?   
 
Introduction  
 
Paul did things to the church for which he had regrets. After his conversion, he did everything so that 
“the name of our Lord Jesus [would] be glorified…” (2 Thessalonians 1:12). As we conclude this 
study, let’s look to Paul as an example of how to run the race and fight the good fight (2 Timothy 4:7). 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read the words of Jesus in Matthew 10:16-20. How did his words line up with our study on the life 
of Paul? How comfortable are you in the area of evangelism? Who has been the most challenging 
person or group that God has led you to share the gospel with? 
 
2. Read through Philippians 3:1-14. In your opinion, what was it about Paul that made him such an 
effective witness to the gentiles? If you were raised in the church, can you remember a time when the 
light bulb went on for you and you really began seeking Christ, worshipping God in spirit and truth? If 
you had a foundation in the church, how did it prepare you once you really embraced the call of Christ 
on your life? 
 
3. Take turns reading through Philippians 1:1-21. What does Paul's letter demonstrate to you about 
the responsibility he took upon himself for those with whom he shared the gospel? How are you at 
going back and checking on and encouraging those whom you have introduced to your Messiah? Are 
you often guilty of "drive by" evangelism or do you have Paul's heart in growing those with whom you 
have shared the gospel into true disciples of Christ? 
 
4. What impacted you the most as we journeyed through Paul's life? How has this study affected the 
way you walk out this adventure as a disciple? How did it move your heart to pray for those in 
countries who are hostile to the cause of Christ? Take some time sharing your insights and the things 
God taught you through Pastor Dan’s messages and small group study time. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 



 
Begin by praying aloud for the following topics: ears that will hear the Holy Spirit, courage to follow 
the destiny God has for each person, and obedient hearts.  Then encourage others to offer prayers of 
thanks for the group. Close by thanking God for this study and for your group, as you move toward 
taking a break for the summer.  
 

Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12. 
Reflect: Pastor Dan explained that Paul had one goal in life--to glorify Jesus’ name. 
Respond: What can you do to glorify Jesus’ name more in your daily words and actions? Ask the 
Holy Spirit to give you advice. Quietly wait for his voice. 
 
Day 2: Read: Philippians 1:13-26. 
Reflect: Pastor Dan said, “The safest place on earth is living in faith with your Father God.” Do you 
let fear keep you from running the race God has for you? 
Respond: Like Paul, try to look at any obstacle or trial as immaterial relative to what God has 
planned for you. Press into God in prayer and study and let him lead you through life. Ask him for 
courage and faith enough to trust him. 
 
Day 3: Read: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 1 Corinthians 1:1 and 4:19, and Acts 18:21.  
Reflect: Unless Jesus comes back first, we will all experience an end to this life. Can you truly say 
you have run the course and kept the faith? For Paul, a big part of that was being totally sold out to 
God and simply doing what God told him to do. His motto may have been, “If the Lord wills….” 
Respond: Put up that creed somewhere to remind you of it. Day by day, when encountering any 
questions or obstacles, remind yourself not to worry or fear, but to seek God’s direction. Use the Bible 
to give you courage. Give any guilt up to God. He’s more interested in your future than in your past. 
 
Day 4: Read: 1 Corinthians 15:51-58. 
Reflect: What triumphal words! Do you feel the power of the Christian’s faith in knowing these verses 
to be true? 
Respond: Since believers have victory in Jesus, try to see everything that happens through the lens 
of God’s promises for eternity. Thank God for his victory! 
 
Day 5: Read: 1 Timothy 1:12-17. 
Reflect: Paul started out persecuting the church. Jesus met him and changed him. Has Jesus 
changed you? 
Respond: Pray over the changes you know about, and ask him to continue to change you into the 
person of destiny he wants you to be. Thank and glorify God daily this week for his mercy and saving 
grace that grants you the victory! 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Hebrews 12:1b-2a: “Let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus….” 
 
 
 
 


