
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week 8 

 
1. Read the words of Jesus in Matthew 10:16-20. How did his words line up with our 
study on the life of Paul? How comfortable are you in the area of evangelism? Who has 
been the most challenging person or group that God has led you to share the gospel 
with? 
 
Paul’s life fit those very words. He went out and preached the gospel, knowing he would 
be persecuted. He was smart in using any means necessary to fulfill the destiny God 
gave him. He was godly, “innocent as a dove” (verse 16). Finally, Paul leaned on the 
Holy Spirit for his words. 
 
For many of us, sharing the good news with close family and friends seems like an 
impossible challenge. Some of us might find that a mission trip to skid row is an easier 
venue to share the love of Jesus! Take some time with your small group, assessing 
where they are at, and encouraging the new believers to continue getting equipped in 
personal study and prayer, or Water of Life’s School of Ministry! Remember, Paul spent 
time getting trained by the Holy Spirit before he started going out too! For the seasoned 
evangelists in your group, allow some time for personal testimony, as sharing their 
stories will build the faith of those newer to the faith. Perhaps discuss outreach ideas 
you might participate in together in the near future or over the summer. 
 
2. Read through Philippians 3:1-14. In your opinion, what was it about Paul that made 
him such an effective witness to the gentiles? If you were raised in the church, can you 
remember a time when the light bulb went on for you and you really began seeking 
Christ, worshipping God in spirit and truth? If you had a foundation in the church, how 
did it prepare you once you really embraced the call of Christ on your life? 
 
Paul was so advanced in his learning of the Torah and Judaism that most likely he was 
very difficult to teach by the time he came onto the scene in Acts. A Damascus Road 
experience was possibly the only thing that could humble the man who was as zealous 
for the laws of God and the laws of the Pharisees as Paul. Unfortunately he had not 
been equipped with the Holy Spirit yet. It was in being blinded by Jesus that he would 
be prepared to receive the Holy Spirit and receive sight to see the world the way God 
did, and he had to leave much of his theology and his pride behind. But because of his 
foundation, he had the capacity to teach the ways of God to those who were brand new 
to the faith.  
 
Some of us grew up in churches but never really embraced God the way we do now. 
Having the Holy Spirit dwelling within us changes things! Scriptures once boring, now 
jump off the page. Spending time with people talking about the things of God is a joy. 
Others grew up completely outside of the ways of God, and are learning an entirely new 
way of living. Most of us find we have a lot to turn our backs on, as we get equipped by 
the Word and the Holy Spirit on our journey. Paul said in Philippians 3:8, “…I count all 



things to be loss in view of the surpassing knowledge of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I 
might gain Christ.” We tend to think that in saying that, Paul rejected everything he ever 
learned. Instead, it was like trading in a black and white TV with rabbit ears for a flat 
screen with high definition! Who would ever want to go back? 
 
3. Take turns reading through Philippians 1:1-21. What does Paul's letter demonstrate 
to you about the responsibility he took upon himself for those with whom he shared the 
gospel? How are you at going back and checking on and encouraging those whom you 
have introduced to your Messiah? Are you often guilty of "drive by" evangelism or do 
you have Paul's heart in growing those with whom you have shared the gospel into true 
disciples of Christ? 
 
Paul was truly invested in the lives of the Philippian Christians. Clearly he prayed 
regularly for them, as evidenced in verses 9-11. He took precious time to write to them. 
And for goodness sakes, he was in chains for them! Paul knew how to disciple people. 
 
Every relationship we make in Christ bonds us, whether we lead someone to Christ 
ourselves, they are in a small group with us, or they are fellow believers in the 
workplace, school, etc. Starting with this small group, get to know one another’s cares 
so you can pray for one another regularly: Have each member (if desired) share who 
they are responsible for or hold dear (children, elderly parents, neighbors, coworkers). 
Pray together about developing a heart for their growth in Christ. Encourage notetaking, 
so people can pray for one another regularly. Encourage members to exchange phone 
numbers or emails so they can share cares and prayers. 
 
For the leader only: 
As a small group leader, your group looks to you as their shepherd to a degree, and you 
can learn much from Paul in the way you feed God’s sheep. Consider communicating 
with your group outside the weekly meeting: make a group Facebook page, a running 
email where people can write prayer requests, etc., get their numbers into your phone to 
text an encouraging word. These things do make a difference. Model these behaviors 
for those you lead. Yes, it takes time and energy; but it will also deepen relationships 
and hopefully build up new leaders as well! 
 
4. What impacted you the most as we journeyed through Paul's life? How has this study 
affected the way you walk out this adventure as a disciple? How did it move your heart 
to pray for those in countries who are hostile to the cause of Christ? Take some time 
sharing your insights and the things God taught you through Pastor Dan’s messages 
and small group study time. 
 
This would be a good time to make sure you hear from everyone, if time allows, 
especially your quieter people. Take some time afterward to pray for the missionaries in 
foreign countries. Perhaps even think about as a group, how you might support and 
encourage long term missionaries from your church or that your group members may 
know.  


