
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 7 
 

 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
Have group members share a time when they were terrified to do something (as a kid or adult), but 
did it anyway. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Paul as Missionary 
 
Paul’s life with Christ was at best an adventure. At worst, it was a constant series of life threatening 
experiences. Where do you think it would be most dangerous to be a missionary today?  
 
Introduction 
 
In today’s study, Paul knew he was walking into a scary situation, but he went anyway. Paul gave his 
life completely, in spite of the danger. He knew God had a plan for him, and would provide the Holy 
Spirit and people to help him along the way. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:9 and Acts 21:10-14. What do these verses say about prophecy in general 
and for Paul at that time specifically? What was the meaning of this prophecy to Paul? How can you 
apply this knowledge of prophecy to grow in your spiritual walk? 
 
2. Read Acts 20:22-24 and Philemon 1:1. Who does Paul say he is bound or imprisoned by? What is 
Paul saying about his purpose; his reason to press on through difficulties? How do you respond in 
troubled times when there is an opportunity to proclaim Jesus? 
 
3. Read Acts 26. Was Paul explaining, or was he evangelizing? Discuss whether the two things are 
mutually exclusive, and was Paul doing both intentionally? What are the implications of Paul 
witnessing when he had been arrested? How are Christians around the world today faced with similar 
circumstances? We all have our own story, but when we tell our story are we glorifying God and 
leading others to follow Jesus as Paul was doing here? 
 
4. Spend some time sharing salvation stories (How did you come to know Christ?). Have you been 
able to use your salvation story to further the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer/Ministry 
 
Gather in groups of three or four to pray. Pray for your leaders (both Christian and not), whom God 
has placed over you, and that they would seek the will of God with the kind of fervor Paul 
demonstrated throughout the book of Acts. Pray that you would clearly hear the Holy Spirt speak to 
you as you make choices and decisions in ministry. Take some time to pray for unity in the couples 
who serve together to share the gospel. 
 
 

Taking it Home: 

 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Acts 21:10-13 and Matthew 16:21. 
Reflect: Paul, like Jesus, knew that there would be struggles to fulfill his destiny. In fact, Paul had 
many trials before he reached Rome. 
Respond: Spend time in the Word and in silent prayer to hear from God. Understand that your 
destiny will include obstacles, but keep the course. 
 
Day 2: Read: Acts 21:14, Matthew 26:39 and 6:9-13. 
Reflect: Remember the will of God will be done. Jesus, Paul and hopefully Christians today want to 
please the Heavenly Father by doing his will. 
Respond: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6: 9-13). When you pray, remember you must choose to 
do God’s will. Be his instrument, praise him, trust him and obey him. 
 
Day 3: Read: Jeremiah 32:27, Proverbs 19:21 and John 16:33. 
Reflect: Even though there will be troubles in our lives, we must know that we can be down but never 
out. God loves us and overcame all for us. 
Respond: Thank God that our problems are not the end, just part of the journey. Hold on to the 
promise that God loves us, is with us and will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). 
 
Day 4: Read: Acts 23:11, 27:24 and 23:16. 
Reflect: God uses many methods to reach us. For Paul, God spoke through his Holy Spirit, an angel 
and even Paul’s own nephew to encourage him and help him fulfill his destiny. 
Respond: Pray that God reveals his plan for you. Let the Holy Spirit fill you with his desire and stay 
open to his possibilities so that he can use you. 
 
Day 5: Read: Acts 27:22-25 and Romans 4:18-24. 
Reflect: Paul and Abraham struggled; yet they remained steadfast in their faith, encouraging others 
and giving the glory to God. 
Respond: Try to be an encouragement to others, even in your tough times and remember to give the 
praise and glory to God. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Philippians 2:12b-13: “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” 
 
 
 
 


