
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week 7 

 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:9 and Acts 21:10-14. What do these verses say about 
prophecy in general and for Paul at that time specifically? What was the meaning of this 
prophecy to Paul? How can you apply this knowledge of prophecy to grow in your 
spiritual walk? 
 
Pastor Dan explained that prophecy is “partial” and is not intended to prevent human 
choice, but to give insight into it. This prophecy was to prepare Paul for the trial ahead. 
He knew what he was getting into, and as a mature Christian he understood the 
implication of Agabus’ prophecy when he went to Jerusalem. He followed his calling 
from God in spite of the hard times ahead. In short, Paul had to go through what 
appeared to be disaster to get to his ultimate destiny. Sometimes God asks us to do the 
same. We may know only some of the why or the where or the how; though God often 
gives us some guidance or encouragement—through scriptures, other people and the 
Holy Spirit. Still, we are called to be obedient, just as Paul was. 
 
2. Read Acts 20:22-24 and Philemon 1:1. Who does Paul say he is bound or imprisoned 
by? What is Paul saying about his purpose; his reason to press on through difficulties? 
How do you respond in troubled times when there is an opportunity to proclaim Jesus? 
 
In Acts 20, Paul says that he is bound by the Spirit. When writing to Philemon he calls 
himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ. Pastor Dan asked, “Who holds you during crises?” Is 
it the Word and the Holy Spirit? Paul was being led by the Holy Spirit and with clarity of 
purpose, to bring the gospel to Rome and the world. He pressed in and stayed in 
through many crises to spread the gospel to the world, thereby achieving his destiny. 
 
3. Read Acts 26. Was Paul explaining, or was he evangelizing? Discuss whether the 
two things are mutually exclusive, and was Paul doing both intentionally? What are the 
implications of Paul witnessing when he had been arrested? How are Christians around 
the world today faced with similar circumstances? We all have our own story, but when 
we tell our story are we glorifying God and leading others to follow Jesus as Paul was 
doing here? 
 
In Acts 26, Paul told his story to King Agrippa and nearly led him to Jesus. He clearly 
was explaining and evangelizing simultaneously, and purposely. And while Paul showed 
great courage, his goal was not to be released, but to further the gospel. In fact, he 
used this very arrest to get to Rome. Pastor Dan talked about numerous examples in 
Acts 22 through Acts 26, showing the wild way God works out his will using humans and 
human institutions. With Paul, God used Romans and Jews, kings and leaders, over 
and over to accomplish his will. Today, Christians who have been arrested may be 
faced with Paul’s very circumstances. We are blessed in the U.S. to have freedom of 
speech. Are we courageous enough to use it? 
 



4. Spend some time sharing salvation stories (How did you come to know Christ?). 
Have you been able to use your salvation story to further the gospel? 
 
If you suspect that any in the group might be unsaved, this might be a good time to ask 
if anyone would like to pray the sinner’s prayer. If they do, be sure to connect them with 
the Pastor Jon or someone at the church to follow up on their decision.  
 


