
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 6 
 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
Pastor Dan said, “The truth doesn’t need to be full of Christianese...or lingo...just truth.” As a group, 
come up with your top 10 most commonly used Christianese words or phrases. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Paul as Missionary 
 
As a missionary, Paul had to consider the values of those he was trying to reach, the values of his 
home church, and his own personal convictions. Many of us understand how difficult it is to share our 
faith with people in our community. Imagine how much harder it could be to share Christ in an 
unfamiliar culture.  
 
Introduction 
 
Romans 2:4 asks us “…do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, 
not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?” His love draws us, and we too are 
called to reach out and love like him. Pastor Dan said it like this: “Don't make the church so churchy 
that people won't want to come or visit… Make it real!” 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read Acts 15:1-5, Ephesians 2:11-12 and Luke 5:37-39. What do these verses tell us about the 
Pharisees’ view of Christianity? What did they think of gentiles and how did they believe gentile 
Christians should behave? Do you have views about how Christians should behave? 
 
2. Read Acts 15:7-11, Matthew 11:28-30, Galatians 5:1 and Ephesians 2:8. What does Peter say 
about the yoke of the law? What does Jesus promise about the yoke he carries? Do you still carry 
expectations of the yoke of the law or has being saved by grace lightened your yoke? Share about 
your experiences. 
 
3. Read Acts 15:19, and Titus 3:5. What instructions did James give to the Jewish Christians? Do you 
think the church has made it difficult for people to turn to God? How can we make it easier for people 
to turn to God? 
 
4. Read Acts 15:25-30. What did the Council at Jerusalem ultimately decide were the important ideas 
to convey to the new Christians? Why do you think these rules were deemed as important? If we are 
saved by grace, why were these rules given at all? 
 
 
 
 



Prayer/Ministry 
 
That one would gain freedom through the world’s bondage is a lie that the enemy continually throws 
at us. Pray over each person, that the Holy Spirit will reveal in their life the areas in which they might 
be failing to live in freedom. Pray that they would no longer live in bondage to rules and declare 
victory in Christ over them. 
 

 
Taking it Home: 

 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Hebrews 7:23-28. 
Reflect: What is the main difference between our high priest, Jesus and the high priests of the past? 
Respond: Thank Jesus for interceding for you, and sacrificing himself for all of your sins. 
 
Day 2: Read: Acts 15:10-11. 
Reflect: Are we saved by the cross and grace or do we need to do something to make God happy? 
Respond: Ask God to reveal to you any beliefs or actions you have added to grace. Ask him for 
freedom from those yokes. 
 
Day 3: Read: Romans 2:4. 
Reflect: Was kindness, tolerance and/or patience what led you to repentance? 
Respond: Share with someone today about the characteristics of God and how they influenced you. 
 
Day 4: Read: Ephesians 1:7. 
Reflect: What benefits are gifted to those who are “in him”? 
Respond: Write down this verse on a note and put it on your mirror, refrigerator or desk at work. 
Meditate this week on the lavish gifts God gives and thank him. 
 
Day 5: Read: Isaiah 61:1. 
Reflect: Are you passionate about any of the tasks that Isaiah was anointed to do? 
Respond: Recall and acknowledge in prayer the following: 

o How the good news helped your affliction. 
o A time your broken heart was bound up. 
o An area of your life in which you were captive or a prisoner but in which you are now 

free and have liberty. 
 
Ask God to use you to encourage or help someone else find these blessings from God.  
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Galatians 5:1: “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 

   


