
 

 

 
The Apostle Paul as Missionary 

(please read with your Group) 

 
fter his conversion, Paul became a missionary with a lifelong connection to his 
home church at Antioch. They sent him out, they prayed and cried for him, and 
they received him when he returned from his missionary journeys.  

 
In the same way, Water of Life has many long-term missionaries. We helped to send 
them out and we support them financially. Some of these missionaries you might know; 
some you probably don’t. In addition to financial 
support, these awesome servants of God need 
emotional and relational support. They need 
people praying for them, thinking about them, and 
they need to know that when they come home, 
we’ll be excited to see them.  
 
This Perspectives curriculum is the second 
half of the Life of Paul series. In each of these 
Perspectives, you’ll find a different Water of Life 
Missionary “trading card.” Take some time during 
one of your meetings, peel these cards off the 
page, and talk about your missionary with your 
group. Then group members can take their 
missionary cards home and put them in a 
prominent place where you will remember to pray 
for your missionaries on a regular basis.  
 
Also, we want to challenge your Group to pick one of the missionary cards and “adopt” 
that missionary. Pray for the missionary or missionary family as a group regularly, and 
let us know who you’re adopting. We’ll connect you with that missionary so you can 
receive special prayer updates and news directly from that missionary. In addition, you 
may be able to Skype or Facetime with them, send occasional cards to the missionary, 
emails, or even a care package. When the missionary returns home, you can connect 
with them and maybe even have them visit and share with your Small Group. 
 
As soon as you pick a missionary to adopt, please let us know. Contact us at 
smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org. We can also help you choose a missionary and give 
you more ideas for supporting our missionaries.  
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THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 5 
 
Group Time: 

  
Ice Breaker 
 
Have one person share something they are good at and conversely, ask how many in the room have 
that as a weakness. Go around the group so all can share if they so desire. This can be very 
superficial stuff or deep, depending on the group’s comfort level. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Paul as Missionary 
 
Through this series, we’ll be looking at the life of Paul, and specifically how he lived as a missionary. 
As a group, consider our church’s missionaries and what their lives are like. Pray for them and talk 
about “adopting a missionary” according to the instructions in the front of this booklet.  
 
Introduction 
 
Paul learned that one of the worst sins of all is pride. There may have been times in your life, perhaps 
when you were a child, or at work, when you were encouraged to dig down deep inside and depend 
on no one but yourself. Perhaps Paul had this mentality instilled in him as a child and it ignited his 
zealous nature. God wants us to have humble hearts and he has the means with which to humble us. 
As you read about Paul’s life, consider his pride and God’s methods to humble him. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-27. As a group, talk about Paul’s struggles. Then throw out some 
modern day struggles Americans face and discuss how they compare to Paul’s. How do you react to 
struggles and pains in this life? Do you tend to whine and complain? Do you search for purpose in the 
pain and keep your eyes on God? 
 
2. Read Acts 9:15-16 and talk about Paul being chosen. What does this mean to you personally? 
Take some time to share current or past uncomfortable situations in which you knew you were 
chosen and may even have had to suffer for his name. 
 
3. Read 2 Corinthians 12:6-10. Paul was never direct about what this thorn in his flesh was. Talk a 
little about your opinions of what you think the thorn may have been for Paul. Do you think it is ok to 
ask God to remove thorns from your life? When a thorn remains after asking for it to be removed, 
what should our response be? Have you ever experienced someone assuming your difficulty was due 
to a lack of faith? Have you ever assumed that about someone and now realize you were wrong? 
 
4. Pastor Dan said in his message, “Paul learned that there is something worse than sickness, and 
that is sin; and the worst sin of all is pride.” Of course, all sin separates us from God, but why is pride 



so dangerous? Talk about circumstances or pain that God has allowed in your life that have helped to 
eliminate your pride.  
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Break into groups of 3 or so people. If comfortable, people can share general, specific or unspoken 
thorns. Pray for one another in regards to those thorns, for words of wisdom from the Holy Spirit and 
words of encouragement. Some may desire prayer for healing as well, where others have judged 
them, or conversely, for forgiveness, where they have been judgmental. Continue to pray throughout 
the week for the needs that were shared. 

 
Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: 2 Corinthians 12:8-9 and Matthew 26:39-44. 
Reflect: Both Paul and Jesus asked 3 times for God to take away their suffering but only if it was 
God’s will. It is ok to ask God for help repeatedly. 
Respond: Is there something you need to go back to God and ask again? Use the examples of the 
prayers in these verses to ask and pray. 
 
Day 2: Read: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. 
Reflect: Think about how Paul turned his weakness into strength. How can this perspective help you 
in dealing with adversity and suffering? 
Respond: Is there something you’ve complained to God about? Ask God to reposition your heart and 
perspective to be like Paul’s. 
 
Day 3: Read: 1 Peter 4:12-13, Colossians 1:24, and Acts 5:41. 
Reflect: What is the response to suffering in all these verses? 
Respond: Using these verses as a guide, practice rejoicing today, no matter what circumstances and 
trials come your way. 
 
Day 4: Read: Isaiah 63:7-9 and Psalm 56:8. 
Reflect: What is God’s attitude when people suffer, according to this verse? 
Respond: Reach out to God when you’re having trials and suffering. Take comfort in his company 
and reflect on his mercies that are new every day. 
 
Day 5: Read: 2 Corinthians 4:7-9. 
Reflect: Do you believe you have power to control your world and make things happen? How does 
your perspective change when you recognize that your power is from God and not from yourself? 
Respond: If you have taken credit for things that God has done, take some time to confess and ask 
for his forgiveness. If you are trying to take on too much and make something work out by your own 
effort, go to him and lay down your burden. Acknowledge he is God and you’re not. 
 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 

2 Corinthians 12:9: “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in 
weakness.’ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.” 
 


