
Leader Notes 
Second Chances Week 3 

 

 
 

1. Read Romans 12:1-5. According to this passage, how do we learn to know God’s will 
for ourselves? What are some specific examples of “wrong thinking” or rather, 
conforming to worldly thinking, either in this scripture or elsewhere? Are there areas in 
your life in which you tend to fall prey to the world’s way of thinking? Share. Discuss 
with the group how we can change our thinking. 

 
In order to learn how to know God’s will, we must let God transform us into new people by 
allowing him to first change the way we think, and only then our behavior will change. Paul told 
us not to copy the behaviors or customs of the world. In short, don’t just do what other people 
are doing. By transforming our thinking first, our behavior will consequently change to a way 
that is pleasing to God. 

 
Regarding examples of wrong thinking, there are several possible answers. First, Paul warned 
us about “wrong thinking” in this passage. He told us not to think we are better than we really 
are, but rather, with humility, to be self-reflective, having “sober judgement,” recognizing that 
everyone has different talents and will be used by God in a variety of ways. Nobody is better 
than any other. It is also crucial to have a teachable heart. By staying humble, we allow the 
Holy Spirit to work in us, use us and transform us. It keeps the heart soft so that it can be 
transformed into something that is pleasing to God. 
 

 
 

2. Read Ezekiel 18:31, 36:26, and 2 Corinthians 5:17. What do these verses reveal about 
the process of transformation? Why do you think the old needs to be removed instead 
of being mixed with the new? Share about a time when you changed your thinking 
about something. How did the process go and how did it transform you? 

 
Pastor Dan mentioned that in order to put on a fresh coat of paint, we have to take the time to 
scrub off the old; otherwise the new paint will not stick. All the passages tell us about this 
process as well. Transformational lives always include removal of the old and replacement of 
the new in order that we might grow. Hanging on to old thinking while God is trying to 
transform us into new beings simply does not work. Just as we cannot serve two gods, we 
cannot want to be transformed as a Christian and still hold on to the views of the fallen world. 
 

 
 

3. Being reformed isn’t just deciding to be so. Old habits die hard, or not at all. Read 
Romans 7:15-25 and 8:5-8. How are these two sets of verses related? Read Colossians 
3:1-2, 2 Timothy 2:7 and Philippians 4:8. How do these verses open us to the Holy 
Spirit’s transformation? 
 
Our desire can be strong to be transformed; unfortunately we all have found ourselves 
repenting one moment and repeating the same sin the next. We, like Paul, struggle with our 



sinful nature. The problem is that on which we set our minds. Yes, we must ponder what we 
have done and take responsibility, repenting with all our heart. Yet to really change, we need 
to submit to the Spirit and begin replacing our sinful thoughts with his. We can trade that time 
we spend on questionable TV, music, reading, and instead spend time listening to the Holy 
Spirit, reading and meditating on scripture. Out with the bad, in with the good. 
 

 
 

4. Changing our thinking takes time. Second chances also take time. Read Habakkuk 
2:3, Psalm 27:14, 37:7, and 37:34 and Lamentations 3:25. What do these verses tell us 
about time? Why do you think we are so impatient about changes? What do we miss 
while we’re being impatient? Share about a time when God’s timing proved to be 
perfect.  

 
Waiting on the Lord is one of the hardest things. Understanding that God’s timing is perfect 
and that there are seasons for everything helps us to get through times when it seems like 
things will never change. In the culture of instant gratification, it is harder and harder to wait for 
anything. However, when we focus on “Now!” we may miss the journey along the way and the 
lessons God is teaching us. Within those seasons of waiting, God has time to mature us. As 
for our role, we might use that time to draw closer to God, to lean on him, to learn to hear from 
him and have time for self-reflection. It is often through these waiting times that our faith in him 
increases and our own selfish needs are decreased. It reminds us to keep our eyes on him; 
that he is God and we’re not. These waiting times are crucial to making sure we don’t miss or 
ruin our second chances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


