
 

SECOND CHANCES WEEK 2 
Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
Talk about public figures (e.g. athletes or celebrities) who received a second (or third) chance and 
messed up by doing the same things again. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
We bring many problems into our second chances when we don’t own our mistakes. For example, 
U.S. statistics show that 50% percent of first marriages, 67% of second, and 73% of third marriages 
end in divorce (“The High Failure Rate of Second and Third Marriages,” n.d.).  Today we will be 
talking about how we can make the most of our second chances, instead of repeating past mistakes. 
 
Discussion Questions 
1. As a group, see if you can name all nine fruits of the Spirit; then read Galatians 5:22 to check if you 
were right. Now read Galatians 5:16-25. Talk about the difference between being led by the Spirit and 
being led by the flesh. How are second chances and the fruit of the Spirit related?  
 
2. Pastor Dan talked about “the time myth” this past weekend. Our culture tends to say things like, 
“Time is against me,” “I’m not getting any younger,” and “the people my age….” Read 2 Corinthians 
11:14. How do we fall prey to the world’s view of time? Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. How do the verses 
that you read debunk “the time myth”? Read 1 John 4:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 and 1 John 1:5. 
When we are given second chances, how can we use those verses to help us succeed? 
 
3. Read Matthew 5:8 and Acts 3:19. Discuss these verses and what they mean to each of you. How 
are the two verses related? How is the truth that Jesus presented at the Sermon on the Mount 
different from what the world preaches? How can we apply this knowledge to our lives? 
 
4. Understanding that there are no right or wrong answers here, share about your own second 
chances and how you handled them. How did it feel to be offered a second chance? Has anyone had 
to “own their stuff”, and stop blaming; and did you experience clarity afterwards? 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Split into groups of three and allow each person to ask for prayer requests, focusing on the topic of 
taking responsibility and asking for forgiveness. Then have each person pray for the specific needs of 
the person to their left, asking that God would give them wisdom in the asking. 

 
Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
Day 1: Read: 2 Samuel 12:9-23. 
Reflect: After David slept with Bathsheba and had her husband killed, God sent Nathan to bring to 
light David’s sins. David repented, and was punished. At the end of this passage we see David 
fasting and interceding on behalf of his child and taking the blame solely on himself for his mistakes. 
Consequently, his relationship with God was restored. 



Respond: Find a quiet place and ask that God will show you areas in your life today where you need 
to take responsibility for your actions. Begin to ponder these areas today, getting used to the idea of 
ownership. 
 
Day 2: Read: Psalm 130, particularly noting verse 3. 
Reflect: If God were to keep a record of the times we messed up, no one would be able to stand in 
God’s presence. If there were no grace, our iniquities would not be forgiven. 
Respond: Ask today for God’s forgiveness in just one area of your life in which you failed to take 
responsibility. 
 
Day 3: Read: Psalm 32:1-5. 
Reflect: Like human relationships, our relationship with God is a give and take. Each of us has a role 
to play and a responsibility. God is always willing to do his part but we must be willing to do ours. God 
is patient, merciful, and kind but he will not do our job for us. 
Respond: Go to God again today and ask him to reveal to you any further action or word that you still 
have not confessed as sin. Profess your transgression to God and ask him to search your heart. If 
you need to ask someone for forgiveness, do so this week. Remember to focus on your part; not on 
theirs. Allow the Holy Spirit to work in you every day. Then watch what God does in your life. 
 
Day 4: Read: Ephesians 5:11-13. 
Reflect: So often we hide our sins. Sometimes we even hide them from those we love because we 
do not want to hurt them. However, in our sin we often end up hurting our family and friends as well 
as ourselves and our relationship with God. Failing to take responsibility for our actions can damage 
any relationship. 
Respond: Are there things in your life that you are trying to keep secret? Ask God to reveal to you 
any areas of sin that need to come to light. If you need counseling or help in any way, go to your 
group leader, a trusted pastor or the Healing and Caring Department at church. 
 
Day 5: Read: Titus 1:15, James 4:8 and again, Matthew 5:8. 
Reflect: Purity and clarity go hand in hand; when your heart is pure you will be able to see God and 
you will be able to succeed when you have second chances. 
Respond: Pray for a pure heart as you move forward so you can see God in your second chances. 
Spend extra time today thinking on “whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute” (Philippians 4:8a). Make a game out 
of it. How many good things can you see in your day? When we dwell on the good, there’s no room 
for the bad. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
I John 1: 8-9: “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” Tell this verse to someone else this week. 
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