
Leader Notes 
Second Chances Week 2 

 

(In the introduction today, the Perspectives mention divorce. Please be sensitive to your 
members who might be walking through this painful reality as you discuss).  
 

1. As a group, see if you can name all nine fruits of the Spirit; then read Galatians 5:22 
to check if you were right. Now read Galatians 5:16-25. Talk about the difference 
between being led by the Spirit and being led by the flesh. How are second chances and 
the fruit of the Spirit related?  

 
The nine fruits are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Being led by the Spirit isn't about abiding by the law or doing everything perfectly 
but about living in a way that is life-giving and life-changing, and not just in our own lives, but in 
those Christ places in our path. It is clear from Galatians that if we walk in the Spirit, we will 
have the Spirit’s fruit; conversely, if we walk in our own flesh, we will have the fruit of the world, 
which leads to death. In fact, Paul warns that those led by the flesh will not inherit the Kingdom 
of God. Hence, second chances can only succeed when the fruit of the Spirit are present. Our 
only hope is spending time in the Word and listening to the Holy Spirit’s voice. 
 

 
 

2. Pastor Dan talked about “the time myth” this past weekend. Our culture tends to say 
things like, “Time is against me,” “I’m not getting any younger,” and “the people my 
age….” Read 2 Corinthians 11:14. How do we fall prey to the world’s view of time? Read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8. How do the verses that you read debunk “the time myth”? Read 1 
John 4:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 and 1 John 1:5. When we are given second chances, 
how can we use those verses to help us succeed? 

 
Satan is a master of distortion—masquerading as an angel of light. Even Adam and Eve fell to 
his awful whiles. When we are not versed in scripture, and we fail to spend time listening to 
God’s voice, the world’s view sounds good and right. Naturally we desire to be doing that 
which those around us are doing. If my friend has a husband and kids, I should too! It’s the old, 
“keeping up with the Joneses” phenomenon. However, verse 1 in Ecclesiastes 3 says, “He has 
made everything appropriate in its time.” Looking to God for our timeline rather than the world 
will yield much better choices. Also, testing our decisions, our words, our actions using God’s 
Word rather than the world’s word is sure to help us succeed in those second chances. With 
God we are overcomers. 
 

 
 

3. Read Matthew 5:8 and Acts 3:19. Discuss these verses and what they mean to each of 
you. How are the two verses related? How is the truth that Jesus presented at the 
Sermon on the Mount different from what the world preaches? How can we apply this 
knowledge to our lives? 

 
Pastor Dan talked about how crazy it was that Jesus said purity and clarity go hand in hand, 
and purity is only possible when we repent and take responsibility for our behavior—own it. 



When we own our own “stuff” we see things more clearly, hearing and knowing the choices 
and decisions the Lord is leading us to make. After all, in Matthew 6:33 Jesus said that those 
who live righteously and seek purity will inherit the kingdom of God. 

 
Conversely, the world is constantly sending the messages that “You have to do what you have 
to do to get to the top,” and “Don’t look back!” because “Whatever is done is done!” It is 
common to blame anyone else for failures and to move on without asking why we failed. While 
we do not want to live in the past, we do need to stop and reflect on things we have done and 
own them, rather than shifting the blame. We then must ask forgiveness, learn from mistakes 
and move forward. 
 

 
 

4. Understanding that there are no right or wrong answers here, share about your own 
second chances and how you handled them. How did it feel to be offered a second 
chance? Has anyone had to “own their stuff”, and stop blaming; and did you experience 
clarity afterwards? 

 
In short, we must take responsibility for our mistakes, accidents and failures. If we want to 
grow, we must own our part. We are flawed humans and we sin but if we allow the Lord to 
chisel away at us through admitting and owning our junk, our faith will grow in him and we will 
be strengthened. Admitting our stuff and growing in him through it, is victory in Christ, making 
all the pain not be in vain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


