
Leader Notes 
Second Chances Week 1 

 

 
 

1. Peter denied Jesus during a crucial moment of his teacher’s life. Imagine how 
distraught he was during those days and nights following Christ's crucifixion. 
Turn to Mark 16:6-7 and read what the angel said to those who had gone to Jesus' 
grave and found it empty. Note what the angel said. What do you think it did for 
Peter to hear that he was named specifically? How does that encourage you? Has 
there ever been a time when you felt that God called you by name when you had 
failed or all but given up? 

 
Peter may have thought he had forfeited the title of disciple when he did not own up to his 
relationship with Jesus. From the way Mark 16 is written, perhaps other Christ-followers 
believed as Peter did. In fact, likely Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:33, “Whoever disowns me 
before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven,” were still clear in their memories. But 
as one who knew the end from the beginning, Jesus knew exactly what Peter was going to do 
and how he would respond to his own sin. Christ knew Peter had some humility and maturity 
issues to deal with, and that this period would provide a short, painful and memorable lesson 
for a man he had poured himself into for three years. Jesus knew Peter was destined to 
become a great witness for the Kingdom of God and he wanted Peter to know he was not 
disowned. 
 

 
 

2. Turn to Acts 2:22-36 and 4:8-13. What changes do you see in Peter’s character from 
before Christ died to his character following Christ’s resurrection? Discuss your own 
spiritual journey. Can you see your own changes?  

 
As the Holy Spirit was unleashed on the disciples as they were praying and waiting, something 
amazing happened: the disciples were immersed with a power so great that their words held 
an authority that had not before been present. Take some time to hear individual stories. Be 
sensitive to the leading of the Spirit, and if the time seems right, ask if there is anyone who has 
not yet prayed to receive the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t have to be an event exactly like Acts 2. 
Simply gather around and pray, and by faith receive the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

3. Read Acts 4:13 again. Has someone ever told you they could recognize that 
you’ve been with Jesus, or have you ever recognized a change in someone else? 
Share. 
 
 

4. Take turns reading Proverbs 4:1-13 and Proverbs 9:10. How does one procure 
wisdom and understanding in a world that bombards us constantly with the latest 
advice? Through the wisdom of scripture, reflect on past mistakes. In light of the Bible, 
does your perspective change? How could scripture have helped you avoid those 
mistakes and how can it help you make wise decisions in the future? Share. 



 
Proverbs 9:10 reminds us that we must fear the Lord to gain wisdom, as well as seek to know 
him, so we can have understanding. To begin by learning who God is, and to know that we are 
not God, helps us to seek his direction from the Word and reverently walk in his ways. In fact, 
John 14:26 says that the Holy Spirit “will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I 
have said to you.” Again, we see this in Peter’s boldness in Acts 4. As the Word of God 
penetrates us deeply with the aid of the Holy Spirit, we will find that we will seek God’s 
direction as we make decisions and thereby live with less regret. 
 

 
 

5. Read Deuteronomy 31:15-22 and 2 Chronicles 7:14. God told Moses to write a song 
and teach it to the Israelites. Notice God’s language as he told Moses his purpose. What 
does God know that his people will do? What is the purpose of the song? What does 
this tell us of God’s desire to give us second chances? Turn to Revelation 15:2-3 and 
read aloud. What does this tell you about the mercy of God? 

 
Can you imagine if you had a song on your tongue and in your heart and when you sang it, it 
testified against your wrongdoing, but also gave you a path back into relationship? When we 
think of all the little things that lead us away from following hard after the Lord, we realize how 
it's only one step that leads to another that begins our sheepish wanderings right off a cliff! 
Although the Bible says that no one can snatch us from his hand (John 10:27-29), we certainly 
can get ourselves into a mess here in this life. God was truly merciful to the Israelites to give 
them a roadmap back into the fold. 2 Chronicles 7:14 shows us God’s desire for his covenant 
people to return to him—even following repeated sin. In Revelation 15:3 we see the song of 
Moses will be sung once again as the wrath of God subsides. The remnant of God’s people—
Israel, will be there in the end times, just as he promised they would be. God is a promise 
keeper and a God of second chances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


