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UNITY ACHIEVED 
 
LEADER NOTES 
 
GENESIS 1:26-31; ROMANS 3:21-26; GALATIANS 3:25-29 

MAIN POINT 

Jesus alone has brought reconciliation and healing to a world broken and fractured by sin. 

ICE BREAKERS  

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.  

Think about your upbringing. How might the way you were raised, or even where you were 
raised, have affected the way you think about race? Do you view race differently than your 
parents? Your grandparents? How so? 

Aside from their upbringing, what other factors might influence someone’s thinking about 
race? 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Thank You, God, for the glorious gospel of Your Son Jesus Christ by which He has torn down the 
walls that divide us from those we deem different than us. Work in our hearts and lives so that God 
might use us as agents of gospel-centered racial reconciliation in our church, community and city. 
Use our unity and our love for one another to point people to Christ.  

WORSHIP  

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. (We’ve also added a link to this 
page in the Leader Toolbox, Password: WOLLEADER.) Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com.  

INTRODUCTION 

Our thoughts and feelings about race are impacted by our upbringing, but even the best of 
circumstances cannot correct what Scripture tells us about ourselves and the world we live 
in: We are broken people living in a broken world. Sinful pride in our hearts corrupts our 
minds such that we are filled with “all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice 



. . . envy, murder, strife and deceit” (Romans 1:28-30). Most these sins relate to our 
relationship with our neighbors. In other words, our corrupt minds affect how we interact with 
the people around us. Nowhere is this more apparent than in how we think about and relate 
to others regarding race.  

If we hope to take steps toward racial reconciliation, we must acknowledge the sin in our 
hearts that hinders us from loving one another and recognize that Jesus alone has brought 
reconciliation and healing to a world broken and fractured by sin.  

UNDERSTANDING 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ GENESIS 1:26-31. 

a. What does it mean to be created in the image of God? How are human beings distinct from 
the rest of creation? 

b. For what purpose did God create us in His image (see Isaiah 43:7)? 

c. What do these verses tell us about our value or identity as human beings? 

The fact that God created humans in His image tells us that all people are equal and inherently 
valuable. The use of the phrase “Let Us” rather than “Let there be” indicates God’s personal 
involvement in humanity’s creation. The way He created a man hinted that His relationship with 
human beings would be unique. The term “image” refers to the aspects of reason, personality, the 
ability to make value judgments, and other qualities that cause a human being to resemble God. 
Being made in God’s image allows us to relate to God on a personal level so that we might devote 
our lives to knowing, loving and glorifying the God who created us (Isaiah 43:7). 

d. What keeps us from acknowledging the image of God in others? 

e. How might our relationships with other people suffer if we do not actively acknowledge 
that they are made in the image of God? 

Following His creation of human beings, God declared His completed creation to be very good. 
Shortly after this, however, we find Adam and Eve rebelling against God and inviting corruption into 
God’s good world such that none are righteous or seeking God (Romans 3:10-12). All creation has 
been corrupted through the sin that entered the hearts of those who were made for a special 
relationship with God. It is the sin in our hearts that keeps us from seeing and valuing the image of 
God in our neighbors. At their root, racial discrimination and prejudice are theological problems, 
reflecting the hearts of people that are cut off from the God who made them. This root problem is not 
something any law, charity or leader can fully remedy. Only God can act successfully to redeem 
sinful people, and in Christ He has done just that. 

2. READ ROMANS 3:21-26. 

a. Who does God offer the righteousness of Christ to (vv.22-23)? 

b. What does it mean to “fall short of the glory of God”? 



c. Who has fallen short of the glory of God? How should this knowledge influence the way we 
view ourselves? The way we view others? 

The gospel is the great equalizer of persons. No one is righteous, no one does good. All people of all 
cultures and socioeconomic standings have fallen short of God’s glory and cannot work their way 
back into a right relationship with Him. Yet God freely offers the righteousness of His Son to all 
people of who believe, without any distinction. 

d. What motivated God to declare us righteous in His sight? 

e. “Justify” is a legal term meaning God declares the sinner not guilty. How should knowing 
that we have been justified by grace shape the way we think about and interact with people of 
different ethnicities or cultures than our own? 

God accomplished our salvation by sending His Son to be the “propitiation” for our sins. The word 
“propitiation” means “wrath-bearing sacrifice.” This was how God could be both just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Christ—God satisfied His justice and declared us righteous in His sight by 
sending His Son to take the punishment for our sins. Paul could not be more clear—God offers to 
justify sinners freely by His grace. In other words, God was motivated by love (see Romans 5:8). 
Knowing that God justified us by grace should motivate us to graciously love the people around us, 
particularly those are very different than us. 

3. READ GALATIANS 3:25-29. 

a. What sorts of things tend to divide the groups of people Paul mentions in verse 28? 

b. How, according to Paul, does the gospel change our perspective on those things which 
divide us? 

As we grow to understand our union with Christ, the barriers we have between ourselves and people 
of other ethnicities or cultures fall away. We are “all one in Christ Jesus.” Only the gospel of Jesus 
Christ brings true unity. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

Why is it important to keep the gospel in mind as we work for racial reconciliation? How 
might our efforts suffer if we lose sight of the fact that “all have fallen short of the glory of 
God” and all are freely offered justification as a gift from God? 

What are some practical ways we can pursue reconciliation with people of a different culture 
or ethnicity within our group, our community, our city, our nation? 

 

 

  



GOING DEEPER  

Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and 
click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies.  

MEMORY VERSE 

John 17:22-23 

The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as 
We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world 
may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 

COMMENTARY 

GENESIS 1:26-31 

1:26 God’s use of plural pronouns (Us... Our... Our) to refer to Himself has raised many questions. 
At least five different suggestions have been put forward to explain them: they may be references to 
(1) the Trinity, (2) God and His angels, (3) God and creation, (4) God’s majesty as expressed by a 
literary device known as the “plural of majesty,” or (5) a polytheistic view of God. Since the Bible 
teaches elsewhere that there is only one God, the fifth option is not tenable. The two Hebrew words 
translated as image and likeness are often understood as having the same meaning. But some 
interpreters suggest that “image” refers to the ability to reason, with “likeness” referring to the 
spiritual dimension. What exactly is the “image” of God? Since the Bible teaches that God is Spirit 
(Jn 4:24), many commentators believe it refers to the non-material aspects of a person—our moral 
sensibilities, intellectual abilities, will, and emotions. Based on God’s commands in Gen 1:28, others 
have suggested that it consists of the role humans are to play on earth—their rulership over the 
planet and its resources, and secondarily the physical, mental, and spiritual abilities that enable 
them to fulfill that role. The NT teaches that Christians will someday bear the image of Christ (1Co 
15:49; 1Jn 3:2). 

1:27 The creation of humanity is the crowning event of chapter 1, as shown by the fact that created 
is repeated three times. The verb “created” is the same one used in 1:1, referring to a kind of 
creative activity that only God can do. The term “man” is used elsewhere in the Hebrew Bible to refer 
to humanity in general, not just males ; all people, both male and female, are created in the image of 
God. People are the only beings that are created in the image of God. The Bible never lumps people 
into the category of animals. Instead, it separates the creation of people from all other beings and 
attributes the most privileged roles in creation to humans alone. 

1:28 In this the longest of the five blessings found in the account of creation, God gave humanity five 
different commands. Implicit in the first three commands is God’s blessing on the institutions of 
marriage and the family. The final two commands, to subdue the earth and rule the animal kingdom, 
express God’s blessing on the use of the planet’s renewable and nonrenewable natural resources. 
Of course, only the wise use of these resources permits people to fulfill God’s command to fill the 
earth. A similar command to the survivors of the flood is shorter, having only the first three verbs in it 
(9:1). 



1:29-30 God is depicted as the beneficent Provider, who insures food for both man and animal life 
without fear of competition or threat for survival. Human life will enjoy both plant and tree for food 
(vv. 11-12), and the animal world may consume every green plant. Biblical creation shows that God 
honors the human family by specifically addressing them (“you”) as he gives them charge over the 
terrestrial world (v. 29). Moreover, “every” and “all” (vv. 29-30) emphasize the availability and 
generosity of God’s provision. For this reason the specific dietary restriction of the “tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil,” which is central to the garden episode (2:17), is not included in this 
description. 

1:31 God’s summary evaluation of creation concludes the six days: it was very good. All that God 
had made was worthy of commendation. His highest acclaim is withheld until the completed creation 
because only after the six creation days has the lifeless earth been fully changed (1:2). Now the 
earth as a result of God’s “Spirit” and animated word is well-ordered, complete, and abounding in 
life-forms under the watch care of royal humanity. If God had chosen to be mute, encroaching 
darkness, unrestricted waters, and the hollow sounds of the empty wastelands would be the earth’s 
state, but God has transformed and filled the earth by a matchless wisdom (Ps 104:24; Prov 8:22-
31). 

ROMANS 3:21-26 

Rom. 3:21 Paul had established that all people have sinned and that the law is inadequate for 
salvation. Apart from the law God has revealed His righteousness. The law diagnoses the spiritual 
disease of sin and testifies to God’s means of salvation. 

Rom. 3:22 The phrase in verse 21 “attested by the Law and the Prophets” is parenthetical, and Paul 
returned to his point in this verse with the words that is. He clarified that God’s righteousness is 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Righteousness is first and foremost an attribute of God, but it is also an 
activity of God. He is in the business of making us righteous. God desires fellowship with us, and in 
order to enjoy that fellowship He makes believers right. How is this righteousness imparted? Faith is 
the answer to the question and is the key to salvation. The offer of salvation is available by faith. 
Faith involves intellectual assent as well as a thorough commitment of a believer’s life. 

Rom. 3:23. Paul repeated the need for salvation. People of every race and gender need to be saved 
because all have sinned. Our sin renders us completely incapable of reaching God. The task of 
righteousness, of accessing the glory of God, is completely beyond our ability. Glory is a difficult 
word to pin down but essentially means “the full weight” of God’s attributes. Through Jesus Christ, 
God is restoring His glory in His people. 

Rom. 3:24. This verse clarifies the result that “all who believe” (v. 22) enjoy. Justified means “to be 
declared right with God.” Freely translates a Greek word meaning “gift” and underscores the 
difference between the attempt at salvation by works and the free offer of God. This offer of salvation 
is the pinnacle of His grace. Being declared right with God comes only through His grace. The 
means by which God grants justification is through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. 
Redemption has a twin focus of deliverance or emancipation on the one hand and payment of a 
ransom to secure that freedom on the other. The word clearly emphasizes the freedom from sin that 
believers enjoy. 

3:25. The supreme offer of salvation through Jesus Christ is the focus of this section. All the rich gifts 
are made possible by His work. That God presented Him literally means God “set Him forth publicly.” 
“To propitiate” means “to appease or to allay anger.” Once sin is removed, the object of God’s wrath 
is removed. Thus propitiation refers to turning aside God’s wrath and to making peace with God. 



Through Jesus Christ we are delivered from God’s wrath, we have our sins removed, and we receive 
mercy. 

Rom. 3:26 Righteousness clearly is God’s focus. God both possesses it and presents it to humanity 
as His gift. He will declare righteous anyone who accepts Jesus. 

GALATIANS 3:25-29 

3:25. Now that “faith” (“the faith” in the Greek language) has come through Jesus Christ, we no 
longer need the supervision of the law as our schoolmaster. By the phrase “now that faith has 
come,” Paul referred to all the events related to Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. The apostle did 
not mean that persons in the Old Testament entered into a right relationship with God by works, 
while we who live on this side of the cross and resurrection are justified by faith. 

Because of what Christ has done, those who accept Him by faith are set free from the bondage of 
sin and death that the law justly imposed because of our rebellion and unbelief. The bondage 
endured under the schoolmaster has been replaced by freedom under Jesus Christ. The 
burdensome rituals are no longer needed. Neither must we bear the continual condemnation the law 
brings. Christ has delivered us with a love that accepts us completely on the basis of His perfect 
sacrifice. 

3:26. Verse 26 is the key to understanding this passage. Paul countered the divisive teaching 
promoted by the Judaizers by declaring that “all” the Galatian believers, Jews and Gentiles alike, 
had received the promise as evidenced by their relationship with God through Christ. That 
relationship came, not through keeping the law but through faith in Jesus Christ. Therefore, they 
were “sons of God.” They had entered full adult sonship. The services of a pedagogue to guide them 
were no longer required. They could enjoy the privileges and freedom of their sonship. 

3:27-29. Not only are those who have faith in Christ Jesus “Abraham’s sons”(v. 7), but they are also 
adopted sons of God (4:5-7; Rom. 8:14-17). Paul used the image of a person emerging from the 
water after being baptized to put on new clothes. The equality and unity spoken of here is of a 
spiritual nature—in Christ. Paul had just discussed at length that the Jew has no spiritual advantage 
over the Greek (Gentile), and now he says the same equality is true for social and gender 
distinctions. No one people group or gender is to be exalted above others. To be Abraham’s seed is 
the same thing as being his “sons” (v. 7), but now the additional element of being heirs is introduced, 
previewing 4:7 (Rom. 8:15-17). 


