
Thy Kingdom Come 
 

Week 2: Authority and Power to Pray 
 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
If comfortable, talk about a time when you had an answered prayer, and whether the answer was 
“yes,” “no,” or “not yet.” 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction  
Many of us struggle in our prayer life. Maybe we don’t feel connected, or hectic daily routines cause 
us to think that we only have time to occasionally shoot up an arrow of prayer. Perhaps we are 
struggling because the answers we are looking for conform to our will and require our strength 
rather than conforming to God’s will and calling on his strength? Understanding and operating in the 
authority we have in Jesus is vital to a powerful prayer life. This week we are studying how we can 
better position ourselves to understand and apply the authority and power Jesus gives us to bring 
God’s kingdom into our world through prayer. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Matthew 8:5-10. Can you relate to the story about the centurion’s authority? Read Matthew 
28:18. What truths are in these two sets of verses about authority and power? How could this 
knowledge apply to your daily prayer life? 
 
Notes 
These first verses in Matthew 8 describe authority and power using a military example of worldly 
authority that most of us can at least somewhat grasp to help us understand that our authority and 
power derive from God through Jesus Christ. Just as the Roman military centurion was “a man 
under authority” as stated in verse 9, and that authority gave him power over those under him to do 
as he commanded, so we are under Christ’s authority and have his power. Moreover, this man’s 
faith that Jesus’ authority would heal his servant caused Jesus to marvel at him! Oh, how peaceful it 
would be if we had that kind of faith. 
 
In the latter verse, Jesus clearly stated his authority over all of heaven and earth in the context of 
the great commission, telling the disciples that he would always be with them (Matthew 28:16-20). 
There are no limits to Christ’s authority! 
 
Because our authority in prayer derives from Jesus Christ’s complete authority over heaven and the 
earth, we should pray in that authority in Jesus’ name, having faith that when our prayers align with 
his will, they will be answered for his purposes. 
 
2. Read 1 John 5:14-15. Are we told to pray timidly, or to pray confidently? Read Philippians 2:5-11. 
What is the foundation for our confidence? How can we live out that confidence in our prayer life? 
Discuss. 
 
  



Notes 
When we pray, “In Jesus’ name,” we are saying that we want his will and his way through his power. 
Therefore, our confidence is in Christ, who has all authority, and to whom “every knee shall bow” 
(Romans 14:11, ESV). 

When we pray in God’s will and with his authority, we partner with Jesus to bring God’s kingdom into 
this present world in marriages, children, and hearts. Hence, our prayers will impact eternity. 
Because the kingdom of God is now, but not yet fully here, our prayers impact all that is around us. 
We need to be confident that in spiritual battle “The effective prayer of a righteous man can 
accomplish much” (James 5:16). 
 
3. Read Luke 10:19. What does Jesus say about our authority as Christians? Read Hebrews 6:1. 
While it is understandable that we might start small in embracing authority in prayer, there is a real 
danger of remaining stagnant in our prayer lives. What practical things can you do to grow and 
mature in your prayer life? 
 
Notes  
Jesus tells us that he has given us authority to overcome all the power of the enemy. If we pray in 
his will, the enemy will be defeated. 
 
As we mature, we will better understand that while we may not see or feel the victory today, the 
battle is already won. Praying in God’s will causes us to Ekteno (stretch out) our spiritual life and 
mature us. Like everything we do, when we exercise, we grow. Hence, exercising our prayer 
muscles, trusting in Christ’s power and authority, will help us grow into spiritual maturity, and thus 
grow our prayer lives. 
 
4. Once you have mastered something, do you still become anxious about doing it? Read 
Philippians 4:6 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. What do these verses have in common regarding 
prayer? What do you think would happen to your prayer life and your anxiety level if you were to 
pray as these verses suggest, as well as in God’s will? 
 
Notes  
For most people, once you have truly mastered something, you no longer become anxious at the 
prospect of doing it again. For example, think about those things you had to do that caused anxiety 
early on as a spouse, an employee, or a parent, that are now routine, and you can do today without 
anxiety. 
 
Both sets of verses remind us to pray, pray and pray some more. They encourage us to pray about 
everything and pray always! That’s a lot of practice. When we also pray with faith that Christ has 
given us power and authority when we pray in God’s will, our prayers will lead to our spiritual 
maturity, and that will reward us with peace amid any tumult. Knowing that we have authority in 
Christ will help us to give everything to God in prayer. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
In the group pray: Heavenly Father, I claim the power and authority in prayer you have given me 
through Jesus Christ. Lord, I pray that your heart would be my heart, that your will would be my will, 
and that I would remain close to you, depend on you, and release all to you. Grow me Lord, in your 
ways; mature me into the spiritual prayer warrior you have designed me to be for my family, and my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
  



Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals and receive the following: 

• A special 21-Day eDevotional written by Pastor Dan which will be sent directly to your email 
box during this sermon series; 

• After this series, eDevotionals based on the current sermon series will be sent to your email 
box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
1 John 5:14: “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to 
His will, He hears us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


