
 
  



Thy Kingdom Come 
(Leader Guide) 

 
Week One: How Does Prayer Work? 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Share the funniest or strangest thing you have ever prayed; or share something you prayed 
repeatedly and finally received an answer. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction  
Praying is something almost all of us practice at one time or another, but few of us feel like we do it 
well. It seems that Jesus’ disciples may have felt the same way. In fact, one of them actually asked 
Jesus to teach them all how to pray (Luke 11:1). 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Matthew 6:9-10. What do these verses say that we should ask for when we pray? What 
would the world look like if God's will were done “on earth as it is in heaven” (verse 10)? Read 
James 4:3 and Matthew 21:21-22. According to these three sets of verses, what elements are 
necessary for effective prayer?  
 
Notes 
We should pray for God’s kingdom to be present and for his desires to come to fruition on the earth. 
 
When we pray God’s will, we take our selfishness out of the equation, and we are essentially 
praying the kingdom into our world. Further, when we add faith to the equation, God promises not 
only to hear us, but to answer. 
 
2. Read James 5:16-18. What did James say that the "effective prayer of a righteous man" can 
accomplish (verse 16)? Read I Kings 17:1, 18:1 and 41-44. What does this story tell you about 
Elijah and his view of prayer? In light of Elijah’s prayer life, can you pray differently this week? 
 
Notes 
First, Elijah was a righteous man. He also had a godly view of prayer because he was a prayer 
warrior who spent time with God, both in prayer and fasting. He regularly sought God’s will in his life 
and he knew God’s voice. Consequently, he had complete faith that he was praying God’s will, and 
that God was not only hearing his prayers, but that those prayers would be answered positively; 
which is why he told a king (Ahab), that rain was coming when there wasn’t a cloud in the sky. It is 
also why he sent his servant to check for clouds seven times. He understood that God has his own 
timing, so he persisted. He never gave up on God. 
 
3. Read Daniel 10:1-3. What was Daniel doing for three weeks? Read Daniel 10:4-5 and 10-14. 
When were Daniel's words heard by God (verse 12), and how long was the messenger delayed in 
coming to Daniel to give him the message (verse 13)? Who caused the delay and how was it 



resolved? What would have happened if Daniel had stopped praying and fasting before he did? 
What might this mean for your prayer life? Discuss. 
 
Notes 
Daniel was praying intentionally, fasting with steadfastness. 
 
God heard Daniel’s prayers immediately, but there was a battle that raged for twenty-one days, 
delaying the message. 
 
The prince of the kingdom of Persia, a demon of that area, fought against the messenger angel, 
keeping him from relaying God’s message to Daniel. Eventually, the angel Michael came to help, 
and thus win the skirmish. 
 
While the text does not explicitly say that the messenger would not have arrived if Daniel had 
ceased to pray and fast, it is possible that Daniel might not have received the message as quickly, 
or at all, if he had stopped praying prematurely. 
 
4. Read Matthew 7:7-11. What must we do to receive, find and have doors opened for us (verses 7-
8)? What is the point that Jesus was trying to make about prayer and our relationship to him? From 
what you have learned in this study, how might you begin to pray differently? 
 
Notes 
According to verses 7-8, Jesus indicated that to receive, discover and have doors opened for us, we 
must first “ask,” “seek” and “knock.” 
 
Jesus maintained that if humans, with our limited love, respond with kindness to the requests of our 
children, so much more can we expect the all-loving God to bless us, his beloved children. 
 
As with all prayers, we can remember that we shouldn’t limit God. That said, we must also pray with 
right motives, as well as in faith.  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
In the group pray: Dear Lord, teach us how to be righteous and how to pray–according to your will 
and with persistence. Help us not to be discouraged. Amen. 
 
Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals and receive the following: 

• A special 21-Day eDevotional written by Pastor Dan which will be sent directly to your email 
box during this sermon series; 

• After this series, eDevotionals based on the current sermon series will be sent to your email 
box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Matthew 7:7: "Ask and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you." 
 
 


