
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaders: 
 
 
You’ll notice a slightly, hopefully easier format for your use. Within each set of 
questions, the questions have been labeled alphabetically. Below the same set of 
questions, the notes are labeled to correspond with their questions. If there are no 
notes, you’ll see the corresponding letter and a dash.  
 
You will also find two new pages in the Perspectives; one for Praise Reports and one 
for Prayer Requests. You might want to spend time sharing answers to prayer in place 
of your Ice Breaker and writing down Prayer Requests as a part of your Prayer/Ministry 
time. Feel free to use these tools as you feel led.  
 

May God continue to bless you and guide you  
as you journey with and care for your small group! 

Your Small Group Team 
and Melinda Suchland, Editor 
  

  



The Upper Room 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 1: An Eternal Mindset 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Have you ever thought about what it would be like to have a personal assistant? If you 
had one, what would you ask them to do for you?  
 
Open in Prayer 
Dear Lord, open our hearts and minds to receive what you would teach us as we study 
what Jesus said to the disciples on the night before he was crucified. Give us wisdom 
and insight as we meditate on these things. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction 
Jesus spent the night before he was crucified with the twelve disciples in the Upper 
Room. He used that time to prepare them for what was to come. He told them things 
that he wanted them to know before he was gone. He wants us to know those same 
things.  
  
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read John 13:1-5. a. Would the disciples have been surprised by Jesus washing 
their feet? Read John 13:12-17. b. What is Jesus’ lesson here (i.e. Was this just about 
feet washing or is there something more?)? c. What does such servanthood look like 
today? 

 
Notes 
a. Absolutely! They believed him to be the Messiah! Their thoughts were likely similar to 
what Pastor J. Vernon McGee said, “We come now to a most unusual incident. I wish I 
could shock you, startle you with it. We hear it so often that we lose the wonder of it. 
Jesus Christ leaves heaven’s glory and comes down to this earth and He takes the 
place of a slave and washes feet!”1 

 
  

                                                             
1 McGee, John, Volume 2, 224. 



Pastor Chuck Smith said,  
 

So now the Passover supper is over. Satan has entered the heart of Judas 
Iscariot. And Jesus, knowing that this is it, this is the last time He'll be sharing a 
meal with the disciples, He took a towel and He girded himself with it. A man 
girded with a towel was a bond slave. This was the sign of a slave, a slave of the 
lowest order.2 

 
b. – 
 
c. – 
 
2. Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. a. How was Paul’s current situation like Jesus’ in the Upper 
Room? b. How did Paul view his life at this point? c. How would you like to view your 
life at the end; and what would you like people and God to say about you? 
 
Notes 
a. Regarding 2 Timothy, Pastor Chuck Smith said,  

 
This is the last epistle that Paul wrote. He is again in prison in Rome. It would 
seem that he was released from the first imprisonment and allowed a little more 
time of liberty to preach the Gospel . . . Paul realizes that the situation is now 
changed in Rome. He realizes that the sentence of death is upon him. He knows 
that his time is very short, that he will soon be executed by Nero for his faith in 
Jesus Christ. And so realizing that his execution is only a matter of time, Paul 
writes his final letter to Timothy, his son in the faith.3 

 
b. He knew his earthly life was at an end and he was ready to move on to eternity with 
Christ. Wonderfully, he knew he served Christ well. Looking at verse 7, he didn’t focus 
on his past sins, but on the victories as a child of God. He mentions “the good fight” and 
how he “kept the faith.” And he was confident that he would receive a reward in heaven.  
 
c. – 
 
3. Read John 14:1-3. a. What did Jesus encourage the twelve disciples to do? b. What 
promise did he make to them? c. How might that promise give hope to us during difficult 
times? 
 
Notes 
a. Jesus reminded the men not to let their faith falter, but to believe in him as well as the 
Father. 
 
b. This passage is surreal. Jesus was about to be tortured physically, emotionally, 
spiritually, and he chose this time to comfort his disciples when he was the one who 
                                                             
2 Chuck Smith, C2000 Series, John 13-14. 
3 Ibid, C2000 Series, 2 Timothy 1-2.  



should have been comforted! Specifically, he comforted them with the knowledge that if 
they believed in him and the Father, he would have a special home for them in heaven 
and they would be reunited with him there. 
 
c. – 
 
4. Having a desire to fight or race well in life is one thing; doing so is another. Even the 
disciple Thomas was confused. Read John 14:5-6. a. We’ve all likely wondered which 
way to go, what step to take, how to run well. What do you do when you are confused or 
having trouble running well? Share.  
 
Notes 
a. – 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Gather into smaller groups, reminding the group that transparency builds relationship. 
We’re all in this together. 
 
Ask one another how the race is going. If anyone needs encouragement or help fixing 
their eyes on Jesus, pray over them. If anyone needs prayer regarding being a servant, 
pray for them.  
 
Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Matthew 23:11: “But the greatest among you shall be your servant.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


