
The Questions Jesus Asked 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 3: Questions of Faith and Healing 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
When you were a kid, what was the craziest accident you had? 
 
Open in Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you that we can come together to hear your 
word today. We ask that your Holy Spirit fill us so that your word does not come back to 
you void;1 and that we become doers of your word.2 Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Jesus asked some important questions. This week we’ll look at one that brought healing 
and one about faith. Both questions reveal the heart of the Father who still asks us 
these same questions today to draw our eyes to Jesus, the one who loves us best. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Jesus had just been arrested and was facing his accusers when the following action 
occurs: Read Mark 14:66-77. When Peter denied Jesus three times, was Peter acting 
on faith or fear? Peter seemed to forget what Jesus foretold him about rising again. 
When we worry, where are our eyes focused? 
 
Notes 
Peter knew he was in danger of prison or death. He understood how brutally prisoners 
were treated and he was afraid, both for himself and for Jesus. His actions were 
focused on what he imagined would happen and he failed to have faith that God had a 
plan for him and that God is bigger than any problem on earth. 
 
2. Read John 21:15-17. Why did Jesus call Peter by his old name, “Simon”? Why did 
Jesus ask Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” What were the three commands Jesus 
gave to Peter and what do you think he meant by them? Looking back at Jesus’ 
questions and his commands, how can we use them in our lives today? 
 
                                                           
1 Isaiah 55:11. 
2 James 1:22. 



Notes  
Jesus called Peter, “Simon,” possibly to remind Peter that he had been acting with his 
old nature when he denied Christ and by running back to his old life as a fisherman. 
Jesus loves us enough to address our bad behavior, and he won’t let us run away for 
long before he chases after us. 
 
It is clear that Jesus’ use of threes pointed back to Peter’s three denials. However, he 
didn’t leave Peter in his sorrow and shame–in his pain. He brought his sins to light, 
forgave him and gave him another chance to show his love for Jesus. He does this for 
us too! 
 
Jesus entreated Peter first to take care of his lambs; then to shepherd them; then to 
tend them again. Jesus’ commands didn’t berate Peter for his failure but showed him 
the destiny God had for him as a caretaker and shepherd of the new church. God didn’t 
spurn him because he had lost faith.  
 
Jesus is asking us as well if we love him without reservation. We too have purpose or 
destiny to care for people and grow the kingdom; but we will move further when we 
have that kind of all-in love that Jesus was asking of Peter. All the same, Jesus knows 
we are works in progress. Jesus meets us where we are. The first two times he asked 
Peter if he loved him, he used the word “agape,” or unconditional love. Peter responded 
by using the word “phileo,” or brotherly love. Peter wasn’t yet ready to use the word 
agape. Finally, Jesus met Peter where he was and used the word, phileo as well. 
 
3. Read John 11:21-33. What was the first thing both Martha and Mary said to Jesus? 
At that moment, did they have faith in Jesus? Did they trust his actions and his timing? 
Re-read John 11:33. In addition to feeling empathy for Martha and Mary as they grieved 
for their brother, why else might Jesus have been “moved in spirit” to weep? Discuss. 
 
Notes 
Both women told Jesus that their brother would not have died if he had arrived sooner. 
 
Martha and Mary did have faith that Jesus could heal, but they did not understand the 
full power that he had and still has today. For them, death was final. After-all, Lazarus 
had been in the grave four days! 
 
They didn’t understand Jesus’ plan or his timing. All they could see was their grief and 
despair, and all because Jesus had chosen to be late. We fall for this at times as well 
when we focus our eyes on the problem rather than on the God with all power, all 
authority, a perfect plan and impeccable timing. This is why Jesus addressed Martha 
and Mary’s belief in him as Messiah. If they truly believed in him as God, they would 
understand that he had no limits. 
 
We can’t know for sure, but Jesus may also have been grieved by his friends’ lack of 
understanding, trust and faith in him.  
 



4. Read Mark 4:35-40. Like Peter, Martha and Mary, and the disciples on the boat, in 
scary situations, do we tend to worry first or have faith first? Why? Share your stories. 
Read Ephesians 4:30. How might Peter, Martha, Mary and the disciples have “grieve(d) 
the Holy Spirit”? God knows we are human and fall prey to fear at times. What can help 
us choose faith over fear? 
 
Notes 
When we are timid and afraid, we are not living in faith. When we fail to recognize and 
trust in the power of God, believing that he has us covered on all sides, we hurt the Holy 
Spirit. When we are living in faith, we are building relationship with God, and we can live 
out our destiny rather than live frozen in fear. 
 
Recognizing our weakness helps us to confess, be forgiven (like Peter) and grow in our 
faith. Sharing stories of faith with one another makes all of us stronger. Meditating on 
the Word, spending time in prayer and fasting, worshiping regularly and meeting with 
other believers can help us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and who he really is. Some 
people even journal and keep account of the great things God has done in their lives. 
Remembering is a wonderful way to build our trust in him. The more we choose to trust 
God and act in obedience, the more our faith will grow. 
 
Prayer/Ministry  
As a group or with a partner, share a story when your faith was unyielding–a time when 
you had complete trust and confidence in the Lord. How did you feel in that situation? 
Share what you would like to do this week to help you grow and become stronger in 
faith. End in prayer. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Psalms 56:11: “In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid. 
What can man do to me?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


