
The Questions Jesus Asked 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 2: Questions That Reveal the Heart  

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
What was the best question you have ever been asked? Share.  
 
Open in Prayer  
Lord God, life is full of questions. Some are difficult and deep, and we can’t always see 
the answers; but we know that you hold the answers and that when we trust in you and 
your goodness, keeping our eyes focused on you, we will not be led astray. Holy Spirit, 
we ask that you guide and direct our thoughts and conversations. Let your presence fill 
this room and enlighten us to apply what Jesus was teaching others to our lives today. 
Thank you. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
This week, we are studying two questions that Jesus asked: “What do you want me to 
do for you?”1 and “You do not want to go away also, do you?”2 Our answers to both 
questions reveal our hearts, which is just what Jesus is after, and one is pivotal to our 
eternity. Let’s see what these questions mean for us today. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Mark 10:32-38. What did Jesus ask James and John? What did Jesus’ 
question and answer reveal about his understanding of their motives? When you’ve 
asked big of God, has the Holy Spirit ever revealed to you questionable motives? How 
can we evaluate and discern our own motives for asking of God? 
 
Notes 
Pastor Dan described what James and John asked as a “huge ask” because they were 
asking to rule with Jesus! Wow, like so many of us, they wanted to be in control and 
wield power. Their focus was on their desires, as indicated by Jesus’ question: “What 
can I do for you?” Their response also revealed their selfishness. These men lived with 
Jesus for three years and still didn’t understand what was important to Jesus. So 
maybe, in addition to learning from their mistakes, we ought to accept God’s grace and 
                                                           
1 Mark 10:36, 51. 
2 John 6:67. 



be thankful that Jesus is forgiving and understands our broken condition as he does. He 
loves us anyway, and he will use similar opportunities to grow us.  
 
We can use the Word to filter and evaluate our prayer life and ask the Holy Spirit to 
speak whenever selfishness or any other self-centered thinking creeps into our prayers. 
Keeping rooted in worship and focusing on intercession for others can also help to keep 
our eyes on that which is truly important. 
 
2. Read Mark 10:41-45. Here Jesus used his friends’ selfishness as a teachable 
moment for all his disciples and us as well. What did he teach? How are verses 32-34 
relevant to this teaching? How can we put the idea into practice in our lives? 
 
Notes 
Once Jesus had their attention, turning them away from their self-centered thinking, he 
used that moment to teach that kingdom ways are different from worldly ways and that 
greatness flows from serving, not lording over people. He said, that to be first anyone 
must first be a slave to all. This is momentous, diametrically opposed to what James 
and John had in mind or even the other disciples. Jesus made it clear that just as he 
came to serve and sacrifice for others, they also should serve. The kingdom is not about 
us or our desires; it’s about building relationship and serving others.  
 
Jesus gave us the perfect example of servanthood in verses 32-34 when he spoke of 
laying down his life for us all–the ultimate act of servanthood. 
 
3. Read Mark 10:46-52. What is the first thing that jumps out at you about the contrast 
between what James and John wanted and what Bartimaeus desired? Was Bartimaeus 
easily dissuaded from pursuing Christ? What lesson is there in the story of Bartimaeus 
that we can learn and apply to our lives? 
 
Notes  
In contrast to James and John, who did not see their own spiritual blindness, a short 
time later, Jesus encountered Bartimaeus, who knew he was blind and wanted life not 
power. 
 
Bartimaeus had heard of Jesus and believed he could heal him, so he called out to him. 
And though others sternly tried to quiet him, he persisted–he was “all in,” full of faith, 
and did not allow naysayers to dissuade him from his goal. When Jesus called out to 
him, he ran to Jesus, who then healed him because of his faith. His “eyes” were on 
Jesus and he was healed! But his story doesn’t end there. He became a follower of 
Jesus. 
 
4. Read John 6:26-27 and 66-69. Why did many people search for and follow Jesus 
across the sea after he fed the 5000 (Was it because of his great teaching or something 
else)? How did Jesus respond to this truth? What was Jesus seeking when he asked 
his twelve disciples in verse 67, “You do not want to go away also, do you?”  
 



Notes 
Quite simply, based on their fundamental need for food, many people followed because 
Jesus had fed them.  
 
This was another teachable moment where Jesus sought to turn people’s eyes to the 
eternal. He pointed out that their hearts were set on the physical food he provided, 
instead of the spiritual food that they truly needed. Jesus jumped off from this point to 
show them that what really counts is to feed off him and fill their souls rather than their 
bellies. He continued using the food analogy to describe wildly just what this entailed. 
After saying, “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven,”3 his words incited 
many people to turn away from him and led him to pose the deep question he asked of 
his disciples, “You do not want to go away also, do you?”  
 
In verses 68-69 Peter responded in the way we all should whenever we are weary, 
tired, frustrated, or doubting: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal 
life. We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” This 
was just the answer Jesus sought and still desires today. 
 
Prayer/Ministry  
As the Holy Spirit leads you, circle around holding hands or gather into smaller groups 
of three or four. Share how you plan to apply Jesus’ teachable moments from this 
week’s passages. Share prayer requests. Pray over each other for spiritual blindness to 
be broken; true motives and desires to be revealed; and hearts to be taught to be 
persistent and unrelenting in pursuing Jesus. Pray blessings over the group for growth 
in intimacy with God. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the edevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
John 6:68: “Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of 
eternal life.’” 
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