
The Questions Jesus Asked 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 1: Questions of Identity 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Kids sometimes ask unexpected, sometimes crazy, funny or embarrassing questions. 
Has this happened to you? Share. 
 
Open in Prayer  
Dear Lord, open our hearts and minds to receive what you would teach us as we study 
some of the questions Jesus asked. Give us wisdom, insight and application as we 
consider those questions and how others responded to them. Amen. 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
 Jesus was a great teacher . . . and all good teachers know that asking students 

questions can help them grow. Jesus asked people a lot of questions . . . some 
so penetrating that people were shocked by them; others that . . . caused the 
people to reconsider old thinking. He asked . . . questions with deep intention. 
This has always been the way of God.1 

 
Let’s dive in to see what these questions mean to us today. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Mark 5:25-34. Prior to this woman’s encounter with Jesus, what had she done 
to try to solve her problem? What did she believe about Jesus and how did she come to 
believe it? What was Jesus’ response to her? 
 
Notes 
She had spent all her money on doctors but was still suffering.  
 
Verse 27 says that she had heard about Jesus. Evidently, others had shared with her 
what they knew of Jesus, which seems to have given her hope that she could be 
healed. This shows how important it is to talk about Jesus to others so that they too 
might have hope. 
 

                                                      
1 Pastor Dan Carroll. The Questions Jesus Asked: Week 1 Sermon Notes. 



Jesus was pleased with the woman’s faith and healed her.  
 
2. Read John 5:1-9. How long had the man been sick? Do you think he expected to get 
better? How was this man’s situation similar to and different from the woman’s in Mark 
5?  
 
Notes 
He had been ill thirty-eight years. 
 
This man had someone take him to the pool for many years, which allows that he had 
some hope to be healed and faith because others had been healed there. However, he 
also knew he couldn’t get into the pool on his own and he had no one to help him. He 
likely had mixed feelings of hope and despair, like we do sometimes. 
 
In both stories, they sought unsuccessfully to be healed for years. The woman worked 
at searching for healing, and the man waited . . . until they each met Jesus. But Jesus 
didn’t simply heal them. He met them where they were. For the woman, he recognized 
her faith. She had pursued him until she found him; and he complimented her for her 
faith and healed her. In contrast, Jesus called the man out, asking him if he even 
wanted to be well. He understood this man; and he knows us too. 
 
3. Pastor Dan mentioned that sometimes we take our identity from our ongoing places 
of pain. Have you seen this happen? Share. Read 1 John 3:1 and Romans 8:15. What 
do these verses say about our identity?  
 
Notes 
Sometimes our pain and suffering, or the struggles we have with our character or our 
sin become so much a part of us, we take our identity from them. We might say 
something like, “This is just who I am.” But we are far more than people who are blind or 
sick or depressed, angry or bitter, unkind . . . . We are heirs of Christ and we each have 
destiny, or purpose. We are God’s children and he loves us beyond measure! Our 
identity is in Christ; not in whatever ails us.  
 
4. Most of us have experienced times in which we felt no hope and no one around us 
could help. We may have felt lost in our false identity of illness or sin. During a helpless 
time, have you ever tried to solve your own problem when you should have been 
looking to God? What happened? Read Matthew 6:8 and 7:11. What do these verses 
tell us about Abba? Read Romans 8:26-28 and Hebrews 13:6. What strength can we 
draw from these verses? 
 
Notes 
Sometimes we forget to trust in the best daddy ever who only desires good for us and 
gives us just the gifts we need. And he’s not like earthly fathers who sometimes are lost 
or confused about their children’s needs. He knows exactly what we need and when we 
need it.  
 



We never need fear as children of God. He has everything covered. He is there to help 
us, to intercede for us, to make a plan for us.  
 
In fact, when we need to change, to grow or to be healed, he is there too. James 5:14-
16 says,  
 

Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and 
they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 
prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. Therefore, confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. 
The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 

 
God even promised to change us and make us new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says: 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come.” That’s a promise!  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Gather into smaller groups of 2-3 people. Share with one another if you have been 
stuck in a false identity or there is some area in your life that needs prayer. Spend time 
praying for each other.  
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


