
The Bible 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 5: Paul–An Instrument of God  

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Have you ever thought you didn’t have the skills to complete a task God set before you? 
Share. 
 
Open in Prayer  
Precious Lord, thank you for allowing us to come here and worship you and learn about 
you. Your love and wisdom are astounding. We are truly grateful. Holy Spirit, open our 
minds and hearts to learn what you have to teach us. In Jesus’ name, amen! 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Over the past several weeks we have been studying various elements of the Bible: It’s 
truth; how we can use it in our lives; even how it came to us. In this study, we’ll look at 
the perfect way God orchestrated the writing of much of the New Testament through the 
very imperfect apostle Paul and how God used Paul to spread the salvation message 
over the world–a message that still shapes us today. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Acts 9:15 a. What information did God tell Ananias about Paul? Read Acts 22:3 
and 1 Corinthians 9:20. b. According to these verses, why was Paul uniquely qualified 
to write much of the New Testament?  
 

Notes 
a. God specifically chose Paul as his “instrument” to spread the gospel message both to 
the Jews and gentiles.  
 
b. Being highly educated in the Jewish law and culture, Paul understood the old 
covenant and relationship between God and his people, giving him a context for the 
new covenant (with the Holy Spirit’s help, of course). Also because of his education, he 
could articulately speak and write. Because Paul was both Jewish and Roman, he 
would have been able to pen his letters to the church and speak with people in such a 
way that was understandable both to the Jewish people and the gentiles.  
 



2. Paul was also qualified to write the letters and spread the gospel because God 
prepared his heart for the task. Read 1 Corinthians 15:8-10. a. Within these verses, 
what characteristic of Paul do you see that enabled him to spread the gospel message 
so well? Read what Jesus said in Luke 14:11. b. How important does Jesus view 
humility? Discuss your answers using evidence from this verse and from Jesus’ life. 
 
Notes 
a. Though there are a few traits evident in this passage, the key characteristic is 
humility. Paul knew he was saved only by the grace and love of God and anything he 
achieved was directly related to God’s power. 
 
b. No notes. 
 
3. Read John 13:34. a. Under the new covenant, we were given a new law. Describe 
that law. Read Philippians 2:1-9. b. How is humility related to the new law?  
 
Notes 
a. The law is to love others the same way Jesus–the one who gave up everything for 
us–loves us.  
 
b. It’s not possible to truly love someone when we are arrogant and thinking only of 
ourselves; humility is required. Only with a humble heart can we look out for others and 
show them love as Jesus did.  
 

4. God has a purpose or destiny for each of us and if we let him, as Paul did, he will 
prepare our hearts for whatever tasks he gives us. Read 1 Corinthians 15:8-10 again. 
How can we use this verse so we will be prepared for our tasks? 
 
Notes 
When we empty ourselves and allow God to fill and empower us, we will be ready for 
the tasks he gives us. This requires spending time with God, getting to know him, 
listening to him and meditating on the love letter he wrote us–the Bible.  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Gather into groups of 2-3 and share with one another any areas where you might be 
feeling as if you are not up to the task or tasks God has given you.  
 
End by praying over one another, specifically that you will each allow God to work in 
your lives and you will trust that he has given you exactly the tools you need. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 



Memory Verse 
2 Peter 1:3 (NIV): “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life 
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” 
 


