
The Bible 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Week 4: Jesus in the Old Testament 

 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
How many of you spend more time reading the New Testament than the Old 
Testament? Be honest, who has at one time or other avoided the Old Testament like 
the plague? 
 
Open in Prayer  
Heavenly Father, thank you that we can share this time together and delve into your 
word. We thank you for your scriptures and the lessons we learn from the Old and New 
Testaments. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Over the past few weeks, we have been studying how the Bible came to us and what 
the Bible means for us as followers of Christ. This week, we’ll look at both the Old and 
the New Testaments, answering questions such as: Why did the early Christians look to 
the Jewish holy scrolls? Why did this upset the Jewish people? What can we learn from 
the Old Testament and its history? Let’s dive in!  
  
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Luke 24:25-27 (Jesus, after his resurrection, to the men on the road to 
Emmaus). a. What was Jesus telling these men about the prophets’ writings? Read 
Psalms 78:1-2 and Matthew 13:34-35. b. Why is it important for us as modern 
Christians to be familiar with the prophecies in the Old Testament?  
 
Notes  
a. Jesus was telling these men that the writings of the prophets, words they knew well, 
foretold about him and his purpose. 
 
b. Jesus is all over the Old Testament. We just need to look. As we learn about Jesus’ 
character and spend time with him, we become more like him. If we ignore the Old 
Testament, we miss out on learning all we can about him. 
 



2. Read Exodus 20:2-3 and Jeremiah 32:38. a. Why do you think the people of the Old 
Testament are called the “chosen people,” basing your answer on the verses read?1 
Read John 15:16. b. In looking at other similarities from the Old Testament to the New, 
why is it important for us to understand the Old Testament? 
 

Notes  
a. These passages tell of a God who loves his people and desires a relationship with 
them, even chasing them down and rescuing them. This was very different from the 
petty gods of other cultures of the time, who were far removed from their worshipers. 
 
b. The Old Testament is a history of God chasing after those he loves. It’s a love story 
with a hero that never gives up on his quest. The best thing is that God doesn’t change. 
Hebrews 13:8 tells us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” He 
loves people today, just as he loved the people in the Old Testament times.  
 
3. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. a. What are these verses saying about the new covenant? 
Read Hebrews 9:11-15. b. Why would this passage upset the Jewish people in the first 
and second centuries of early Christianity? 
 
Notes    
a. These verses describe the new covenant that would be instituted when the Messiah 
arrived, rewriting the law to focus on love and building an even stronger relationship 
between God and people. It proclaims that God no longer even remembers our sins.  
 
b. In Hebrews, Paul explained that Jesus became the perfect and complete sacrifice for 
our sins and in verse 15 went on to say, “those who have been called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance” (More on inheritance in question 4). He proclaimed 
that Jesus is the Messiah and that the new covenant had been ushered in, making the 
old laws, such as animal sacrifices for atonement by the Levi priests–the legal aspects 
of Jewish laws–obsolete. They wanted to hold onto the belief that they alone were the 
chosen ones. They would have been upset that early Christians were using prophetic 
writings to explain Jesus as Messiah and that their ways were no longer necessary. 
 
4. Read Galatians 4:4-7. a. What words or phrases are exciting to you? Read Romans 
11:17-18. b. Why do you think Paul penned these words? c. In light of our study of the 
Old Testament, will your reading of the Bible change at all? Share.  
 
Notes  
a. no notes 
 
b. According to Galatians, we have been adopted as sons into the inheritance. Romans 
8:16 concurs, calling us “children of God.” That said, as gentiles, we have been grafted 
into the family only by the grace of God, so Paul warned us not to be arrogant that we 
have been given access to God’s mercy and love. He also reminded us in Romans 11:1 
that “God has not rejected [the Jews].”  

 
1 Psalms 105:43: “So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing.” 



 
c. no notes  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Gather into groups of 3-4. Share with one another the various quiet time routines you 
have (e.g. what devotionals you read, if you have a Bible plan or you just read as God 
directs . . . what you like, what works/doesn’t work . . .). Encourage one another to 
spend time daily in the word and in prayer.  
 
End by taking prayer requests. Then pray over each other’s relationship with Christ and 
any needs that were shared.  
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
1 John 3:1a: “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be 
called children of God; and such we are.”  
 


