
The Bible 
(Leader Notes) 

 

Week 3: The Veracity of the Bible 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Have you ever been in a situation where someone asked you a question about the 
Bible’s truth and you didn’t know what to say? What did you do? 
 
Open in Prayer  
Heavenly Father, we come together to study your word. We are learning and believing 
that your scripture is true and accurate. We thank you for your teachings and your Holy 
Spirit to receive understanding. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
How do we support the reliability of the Bible? This week, Dr. Sean McDowell gave us 
three methods to support its truthfulness: “honesty of the writers,” “archeological 
corroboration” and “the telephone test of time.” In this discussion, we will briefly look at 
these methods and increase our understanding that leads us to a stronger faith. Please 
note that within our time constraints, we can only begin to touch on the evidence 
available.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Though briefly explored in week 1, we’ll start this study with further testing the 
honesty of biblical writers. Read Acts 1:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 15:6. Verse 3 of Acts 1 
says that Jesus provided “many convincing proofs” that he was no longer dead. a. What 
were those proofs? b. Based on this evidence, explain why or why not we can use it to 
determine whether the writers were telling the truth. 
 
Notes 
a. Jesus appeared to many people over a period of forty days. Most poignantly, on one 
occasion, around 500 people saw Jesus after his resurrection. We learn here as well 
that the writers documented their accounts within a generation, or fifty years. 
 
b. People in the area would know if such a crowd had gathered and for what purpose. In 
fact, many of the eyewitnesses were still alive when the accounts were written. If they 
weren’t true, the stories would have stopped spreading, especially in the face of 



persecution, but that’s not what happened. Therefore, the writers would not likely make 
something up that could easily be disputed. 
 
2. Now, let’s look at some archaeological corroboration in the Old Testament. It is 
believed that Moses, educated as a prince of the Egyptian pharaoh,1 wrote much or all 
of the first five books of the Bible. Specifically in the passage we’ll look at, Moses 
quoted from the Book of the Wars of the Lord, a compilation of war and victory songs in 
which God is the hero. Read Numbers 21:14-15. What does this small passage tell us 
about the authors’ writings as an archaeologist might look at it?  
 
Notes 
In using archaeological evidence, the more detail given the better. Each detail that is 
proven correct helps us trust the author in the areas we cannot prove or disprove, which 
is why in the New Testament we can trust Luke’s accounts easily. Luke gave an 
enormous amount of detail that we can prove. In Numbers, the author quoted from the 
Book of the Wars of the Lord, showing not only his knowledge of Jewish history, but 
providing a map of the land in his language. Here, the author was giving some historical 
background as to the land the Lord had given the people of Israel, which archaeologists 
have corroborated. In fact, according to Sean McDowell this week at church, there are 
currently no archaeological disputes against the Bible left standing! Any dispute you 
might hear is based on outdated archaeology. 
 
3. Have you ever played the telephone game? What happened? It’s easy to have a 
breakdown of information over time. According to Sean McDowell this week, we have 
only seven manuscripts from Plato, compiled some 1200 years after his teachings; yet 
Plato’s work is often quoted and widely accepted. We currently have 24,633 biblical 
manuscripts for the New Testament that were written not more than 50 years or so after 
Jesus’ resurrection. a. How does this information support the veracity of the New 
Testament? Discuss. Read Deuteronomy 4:2 and 2 Kings 22:10-13. b. Based on these 
verses, what is God’s view of the Bible and its accuracy? 
  
Notes 
a. Dr. McDowell discussed the importance of historical accuracy, mentioning that the 
smaller the time gap between the original and the copies, the more accurate the 
information would be. Assumptions can be made that more corroborating manuscripts in 
a short amount of time would also support the validity of the writings.  
 
b. no notes 
 
4. In light of biblical accuracy and God’s view of the Bible, read 1 Peter 3:15. a. Discuss 
its application for us. Read Acts 1:8. b. How is it possible for us to share the gospel with 
others?  
 

 
1 Jeremy Royal Howard, “The Origin, Transmission and Canonization of the Old Testament.” (HCSB: 
Holman Christian Standard Bible: 2010), 1:ivii. 
 



Notes 
a. God reminds us to have a relationship with Christ, which takes face time with him and 
study of the word, so we’ll be ready to defend, or share our faith with others. He makes 
an interesting distinction here with the words “gentleness and reverence.” It’s easy to 
lash out when we feel attacked by those who disagree, especially when we don’t know 
how to defend our faith, but we are told to share the message with love. 
 

b. We are not alone in sharing the gospel. Again, back to that face time with the Lord, 
the better our relationship with him, the easier it will be for us to hear the Holy Spirit’s 
voice when he gives us his biblical knowledge, wisdom and power to share with others.  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Matthew 28:18-20 says, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” We call this command, The Great Commission, which entreats 
us to spread the good news that Jesus has risen and that in believing, we have eternal 
life.   
 
Gather into groups of approximately 3-4 people. Discuss your experiences with sharing 
your faith with others. Make this a time of encouraging one another and helping those 
who may find sharing especially difficult.  
 
End the time by praying for one another. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse  
John 20:31: “But these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
 
 


