
The Bible 
(Leader Notes) 

 

Week 1: The Resurrection Makes the Story 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
What is your earliest memory of the Bible? Share your stories. 
 
Open in Prayer 
Dear Lord, open our hearts and minds and speak to us. Holy Spirit, teach us about the 
Bible. Show us how to study it and to apply it to our lives. Amen. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction 
The Bible is the most important book of all, often referred to as “the word of God.” It is 
the story of how God interacts with humans, and most importantly, it is the story of 
Jesus.  
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Historians believe Jesus to have lived and walked on the earth. Ancient historian 
Josephus1 wrote about Jesus and more recently, Edwin Yamauchi, a leading expert in 
ancient history wrote: “There is overwhelming evidence that Jesus did exist . . .”2 
However, some people dispute his resurrection. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-14. In verse 
14, Paul wrote, “and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith 
also is vain.” Why did he say this?  
 
Notes 
If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then he is not what Christianity claims him to be and 
the whole basis of Christianity is undermined. However, if Jesus did rise from the dead, 
then he is who the Bible says that he is: the son of God born into the world to die for the 
sins of mankind that “whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”3 

 
2. As Pastor Dan discussed this week, the letters that were carefully written and that we 
call the New Testament today were written from or based on eyewitness accounts of 
what happened when Jesus walked on the earth and as the church grew. In fact, those 

 
1 “Josephus’ Account of Jesus: The Testimonium Flavianum.” 
2 Strobel, The Case for Christ. page 81. 
3 John 3:16. 



who wrote the New Testament did so in the face of great persecution. People don’t take 
such a stand if they don’t truly believe in the message and these men were there to see 
for themselves. They knew the truth. It turns out, these men didn’t always believe. Read 
Mark 14:50 and John 20:19. a. What were the disciples doing according to these 
passages and why? b. Do you think they believed Jesus to be dead?  
 
Notes 
a. The disciples were terrified of being tortured and killed so they ran away and fled. 
 
b. no notes 
 
3. Let’s check out Peter by reading Luke 22:61 and Acts 2:14. Now read about Thomas 
in John 20:25-28. Finally, let’s look at Jesus’ brother James in John 7:5, 1 Corinthians 
15:7 and James 1:1 (describing himself). a. How did their behavior change? b. Why do 
you think these men changed? c. Why are the words written in the Bible important to 
you? Share. 
 
Notes 
a. In a land rife with Christian persecution, Peter, Thomas, James and all the other 
disciples went from fearful, dejected men to bold people willing to preach to or stand in 
front of a multitude regardless of the consequences. Eleven of the twelve disciples likely 
died as martyrs. Though we only have historical proof that some of them were martyred, 
all were willing to do so.4 
 
b. People don’t usually change easily or overnight without compelling reasons. The only 
reason could be that they believed unequivocally that Jesus was alive and our savior.  
 
c. no notes 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Split the group into smaller groups. Share about the people in your lives who do not 
believe Christ died and rose again. Spend time praying specifically for those people. 
 

Taking It Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button.  
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 15:4: “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, 
so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.” 

 
4 “Did the Apostles Really Die as Martyrs for Their Faith? By Sean McDowell - Bible Answer Man with Hank 
Hanegraaff.” 


