
Reconciliation 
(Leader Notes) 

 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
It’s game time! First, set a ten-minute timer so the game doesn’t go too long. The game 
is: “How many flowers can you name?” Going around the group quickly, have each 
person name one type of flower in three seconds or under; then move on to the next 
person. If someone takes too long, they are out. The victor is the last person still in.  
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction 
Discrimination is part of our world and has been for ages, which does not come as a 
surprise to God. He warns about such things many times in the Bible. James 2:3-4 
says: “If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘You sit 
here in a good place,’ and you say to the poor man, ‘You stand over there, or sit down 
by my footstool,’ have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil motives?” Likewise, 1 John 4:20 reads: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot 
love God whom he has not seen.” 
 
As a result of discrimination in our world, such words as “politically correct” have 
become commonly embraced, and secular efforts have been made to thwart racial, 
socioeconomic and other forms of discrimination, segregation, hatred and bitter 
relations–with minimal headway. The hate and the hurt continue, sadly, even within 
some churches. Blessedly, God is in control and we need not lose hope. In the Bible, 
God has given us the guidance we need for real and lasting reconciliation as a church 
and nation. Let’s open our hearts and minds to him now as we learn his plan for us. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. What do you consider to be discrimination? Read Genesis 1:26-27, Malachi 2:10, 
Acts 17:26 and 10:34-35. What can you tell about God and humans from these verses?  
 
Discrimination is unfair treatment of people, based on a specific category, such as skin 
color, socio-economics, speech, or gender. Any person from any walk of life can fall 
prey to discriminatory words or actions; or can wield the knife of discrimination. 
 
According to Genesis, Malachi and Acts, God created humankind. Though every human 
is different from every other, we are all descended from one gene source–Adam and 



Eve–and we are all made in the image of God and should therefore be valued as such. 
In fact, it is evident that God values differences, as he made a truly diverse world. Just 
read the larger account of creation in Genesis 1-2; or simply take a good look outside; 
or recall the flower game. Our passages also maintain that God made different nations, 
but there is no mention of different races anywhere in the Bible. We are one indeed; and 
God certainly does not discriminate. 
 
2. Read 2 Corinthians 11:14 and Ephesians 6:12. If our nation was founded primarily on 
biblical principles as well as a belief that all people were created equally, how did 
discrimination rear its ugly head? Read John 14:6 and 1 John 4:1-6. How can we 
protect ourselves against Satan’s deception?  
 
Our battle is certainly a spiritual one, with Satan as our primary enemy. He is a gifted 
liar and it is easy to fall prey to his convincing words. As humans, we are drawn to light 
and Satan knows just how to encase a lie to make it appear good.  
 
God knows that Satan is wandering the earth (Job 1:7), looking for people to mislead 
toward their destruction. However, John 14:6 reminds us that we have help. Jesus is the 
truth. If we know him and his words well, we can recognize Satan’s lies. Building 
relationship with Christ is the surest way to avoid Satan’s deception. Even Jesus was 
tempted, but he used Scripture to combat Satan’s allure; and he came out the victor! 
 
3. Read Revelation 7:9-10. Describe the image of the church in this passage. Most 
likely we all desire this united church. However, all around us, people have wounded 
others and have been wounded. Read Ephesians 2:14-16. What hope do we have for a 
better world? Read Matthew 5:23-26 and 18:21-22. What actions must we take to begin 
bringing reconciliation to our world? 
 
Jesus is the king of reconciliation. We can trust that he will rebuild relationships and 
bring peace when we seek his face. There is no hurt or wrong too awful that Christ 
cannot help us overcome. 
 
Dr. Perkins spoke about lamenting wrongs that have been committed. We also recently 
studied Daniel, who provides a picture of one who lamented the sins of his nation, and 
then included himself in asking forgiveness. We too must lament the sins of our nation, 
asking forgiveness from God and others, where we are able. Conversely, possibly more 
difficult than seeking forgiveness, is accepting it. Even so, the Bible says we need to 
forgive as many times as needed, even when no one asks. Only then can we begin to 
rebuild broken relationships. 
 
4. While forgiveness and mercy are the first steps in reconciling with others, there is still 
more. Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-17. What relationship wisdom can be found in these 
verses (i.e. What might these verses look like in action)? Read verses 18-21. What is 
the “ministry of reconciliation” and what is our part in that ministry? Read John 17:20-23. 
Connecting these verses to our topic of reconciliation, what will your take-away be from 
this study today? Share. 



 
When we truly seek Christ, we are no longer the same, but new people. Consequently, 
we begin to see the world through Christ’s eyes. Our old, worldly view begins to 
disappear, and we are able to see people with Christ’s love–understanding that he died 
for every person and loves us all equally. Our actions in turn will gradually alter, as we 
learn to follow the command to love people well. 
 
Through Christ’s death on the cross, his resurrection and his forgiveness, he is able to 
reconcile us to him. In other words, the gospel message is one of reconciliation. 
However, Christ doesn’t stop with our salvation. He clearly has given us a role in his 
ministry of reconciliation. We are to demonstrate and spread the gospel message to 
others; that is how our world will have a lasting change! There is hope for us yet. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Leader: Ask the group if anyone has prayer needs, especially involving forgiveness or 
wounds. Take other prayer requests, as this is our last meeting until the fall. 
 
Pray together: Dear Lord, may we always make you just that–lord of our lives.  

 
We . . . pray for God’s blessing on those we have felt separated from and for 
their hearts to be softened even as ours are. We . . . pray for opportunities to 
engage with them in new ways and for a new spirit of fellowship and brotherhood 
to develop. We pray that [we] will not become discouraged if [our] first try at 
reaching out does not work. We will . . . need [you] Lord, to keep us moving 
forward . . . when we are rejected and things don’t go the way we want them to.1 

 
Thank you for taking this journey of healing with us. We love you. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

• Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

• Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 

• Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

• Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
John 13:34: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another.” 

                                                           
1 Perkins, John, Rick Warren, and Karen Waddles. One Blood: Parting Words to the 
Church on Race. Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2018, 151. 


