
BUILDING INTIMACY WITH GOD PART V 
 

Group Time:  
 

Ice Breaker 
What is your reaction when you know you are over-extending yourself in ministry, with friends or with 
your family? Do you re-prioritize or do you become resentful? 
 

Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups counter at the Welcome Center.  
 

Introduction 
We’ve often heard the adage, “the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.” However, 
in our recent years of draught, we know that the truth is, “the grass is always greener where you 
water it.” This is very applicable to our relationships. Even our most natural and fun relationships 
require work if we want them to thrive. This is equally true of our relationship with our Heavenly 
Father. But be encouraged! We know from Scripture that if we draw near to God, then He will draw 
near to us (James 4:8). 
 

Discussion Questions 
1.  Read John 16:13. What promises does God make for your relationship with him in this verse? In 

your everyday relationship with him, do you feel like he’s fulfilling these promises actively and how 
so?  

 
2.  In his message, Pastor Dan gave practical examples of ways to get alone with God to commune 

with him. Now that we are on week five, have you managed to find new ways to get alone with 
God? Have you found it hard/easy to get alone and hear his voice? In what ways have you heard 
from him? 

 
3.  Read Hebrews 4:1-11. Why is practicing the Sabbath (a.k.a. resting) so important in the Christian 

walk according to this passage? In what ways does slowing down and resting empower and help 
the believer? What does resting look like in our own lives? 

 
4.  Read Isaiah 54:5 and Isaiah 62:5. Throughout scriptures, the relationship of God and his people is 

made equivalent to that of a bride and groom--the most intimate of all relationships. What are 
some very important things a bride and groom do in a marriage to build intimacy with one 
another? Can you draw those same relational connections to how we need to build that same 
intimacy with God as his bride? 

 

Prayer/Ministry  
Get into groups of 2 or 3 and ask one another, "Are you feeling balanced or burned out, exhausted or 
energized regarding your time commitments in the Kingdom of God?" Ask “how much alone time do 
you have with God, reading his Word and praying?” Pray that the Father would help each person put 
God first, using John 15:4 as encouragement: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in me.” 
 



Taking it Home: 
 

Last Week’s Memory Verse  
Psalm 37:7a: “Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him…” 
 

Going Deeper 
Day 1:  Read: Genesis. 2:25 and 3:7-10. 

Reflect: Adam and Eve lived in paradise without shame. When they sinned, their eyes were 
opened to their shame and they hid. Building intimacy with God means running to him when 
you have strayed or made decisions based on your plans, instead of his. 
Respond: Pray: “Heavenly Father, I ask that you open my eyes to the things I have done that 
are not your way. I repent of my sins and vow to follow you with Jesus and your Holy Spirit as 
my guide. Please help me never to attempt to hide from you. Amen.” 

 
Day 2:  Read:  Luke 10:40, Psalm 55:22 and John 14:27. 

Reflect:  Martha distracted herself with worldly concerns. We do that with regularity. The 
above scriptures remind us that not only can we give God our burdens, but that he will give us 
his peace. 
Respond: Each time this week you feel the burdens of life encroaching on your peace, pray 
something like this: “Heavenly Father, I praise you and today I give my burdens to you. I turn 
my focus to you. I ask that I may know the peace your son, Jesus Christ gives me as I draw 
near to him. Amen.” 

 
Day 3:  Read: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 2 Peter 1:20-21. 

Reflect: All Scripture is inspired by God and written by men who were moved by the Holy 
Spirit to teach and correct us. A close relationship with God should include reading your Bible 
regularly. 
Respond: Praise and thank God for his Word. If you are not already doing so, draw near to 
him by setting aside time every day to read the Scriptures. Let his Word instruct, encourage, 
correct and train you toward righteousness. 

 
Day 4:  Read: Luke 10:42 and Colossians 2:2-3. 

Reflect: Mary understood that the good part was listening and learning from Jesus Christ “in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). In reading 
your Bible, you can grow more intimate with God, developing his wisdom and knowledge in 
your life through the Son. 
Respond: Spend time daily in worship, giving thanks and simply listening to the Holy Spirit’s 
voice. Journal all that God has done and is doing in your life. Re-read your journal on 
occasion to praise him for his works. 

 
Day 5:  Read: John 16:13, John 14:16-17 and 1 John 3:24. 

Reflect: The Holy Spirit will guide us, will abide with us and in us. When we spend time 
listening to his voice, he will build a close relationship with us. 
Respond: In your special prayer time, practice listening and ask God who he would like you 
to pray for or help today. Write a prayer list of people and/or works God has placed on your 
heart. In building intimacy with God, you may find God asking you not only to pray for others, 
but to offer them help. 

 
This Week’s Memory Verse  
John 15:4: “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 
vine, so neither can you unless you abide in me.” 


