
BUILDING INTIMACY WITH GOD PART III 
 

Group Time:  
 

Ice Breaker 

What have you lost and subsequently searched for? How hard did you look? Where did you find it? 
 

Worship 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups counter at the Welcome Center.  
 

Introduction 

When we were kids, most of us could never have understood our parents’ unconditional love and 
forgiveness of us. We didn’t understand where it came from, and we didn’t appreciate the sacrifices it 
entailed. Now that many of us are parents, we understand a lot better. But we still struggle to 
understand the depth of God’s mercies and the measure of his love. Today we’ll continue to look at 
God’s eternal plan for his relationship with each one of us.  
 

Discussion Questions  

1.  Read Luke 15:3‐7, 8‐10, and 11‐24. What do these passages show about God’s attitude toward 
the lost? Now read Romans 5:8‐11. Why is it important to recognize that God is the one who 
initiates a relationship with us? Take time to have a few people share their experience of God 
knocking on their heart’s door. 

 
2.  Read Genesis 15:9-18, Colossians 1:19-20, Hebrews 2:17 and Ephesians 2:11-16. What story do 

these scriptures tell? What part does Jesus play in our relationship with God? Read 2 Corinthians 

5:14‐21. What is the “ministry of reconciliation”? What are ways in which we can participate in this 
ministry?   

                                                                                                                                                                               
3.  Think of a time you felt far from God. Share in the group personal stories or generalities of what 

makes you feel far from God. Read 2 Corinthians 5:19‐21 and Hebrews 4:14‐16. How might those 
passages change your feelings about your relationship with God?  

 
4.  Read 1 Peter 1:18-21. What does God promise in this passage? Read Galatians 5:22-26. What 

does it mean to be a new person in Christ? How have you seen yourself transformed? How has 
this built your intimacy with God? Share within the group. 

 

Prayer/Ministry  
2 Corinthians 5:21, says that we are “the righteousness of God.” During the prayer below, go around 
the group and have each member say their name followed by the phrase, “is the righteousness of 
God.” Then lead the group in this prayer “God, you relentlessly pursue us. You’ve made a way for 
intimacy with you through Jesus and we are so thankful. Holy Spirit help us to believe and apply in 
our relationship this truth, that we are the righteousness of God. We love you Lord. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 



Taking it Home: 
 

Last Week’s Memory Verse  
Hebrews 8:12: “For I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 
 

Going Deeper 

Day 1:  Read: Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
Reflect: Think about the day you opened your heart to Christ and made a covenant with him. 
Do you remember the journey and the people who were instrumental in your salvation? 
Respond: Thank God for his mercy, sacrifice and love and for sending people to guide your 
way. Be specific in your prayer. If possible, call those people or write to/text them and thank 
them for their courage and sacrifice. 

 
Day 2:  Read: Matthew 28:19, Psalm 96:3, John 20:19-22 and 1 Peter 3:15-18. 

Reflect: Have you ever shared the gospel? Did it go well? Have you ever heard the Holy 
Spirit telling you to speak with someone about Christ? 
Respond: Spend time asking God how you can be part of the “ministry of reconciliation.” Ask 
him to open your eyes to someone this week who is ready to hear the gospel message. Pray 
that he will you give you courage, wisdom, words and timing. 

 
Day 3:  Read: Ephesians 4:30 and Matthew 26:36-38. 

Reflect: Think about how we feel when someone we love runs from us or does not return our 
love. Ponder how God’s heart breaks when we are separate from him. 
Respond: Spend time today telling God how much you love him in as many different ways as 
you can. 

 
Day 4:  Read: Romans 8:3, 9:16, 11:5-6 and Galatians 2:21. 

Reflect: Do you ever attempt to be good enough or do enough good for God to love you or 
save you, forgetting that we are covered in Christ’s blood? 
Respond: Sit in the Lord’s presence today and ask him to show you what his grace looks like 
and to help you see your time and actions through his eyes. 

 
Day 5:  Read: Romans 6:6, 8:13-14, Ephesians 4:22-29, and Colossians 3:12-15. 

Reflect: How have you become a new person in Christ? What fruit have you seen growing in 
you? 
Respond: Ask the Lord to show you where he has seen you grow and where he wants to 
take you next. Wait on him. 

 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
2 Corinthians 5:21: “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
 
 


