
BUILDING INTIMACY WITH GOD PART I 

Group Time:  
 

Ice Breaker 

What things do you do to get to know someone better? Do you spend time with them, plan a meal 
together? How do you grow to become intimate friends? 
 

Worship 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups counter at the Welcome Center.  
 

Introduction 

For many of us (especially us men), the idea of intimacy is confusing, abstract and a little too touchy-
feely. So we do with God what we do in our other relationships – we define a healthy relationship by 
what we do or what we provide. For others of us, we may have grown up in a religious tradition that 
defined our spiritual health by the things we didn’t do. In this series, we’re going to discover what God 
really wants from us, and how we can build a deep, satisfying relationship with Him, instead of 
focusing on winning His favor by checking off our spiritual “to do” list.  
 

Discussion Questions 
1.  Read Ecclesiastes 4:9, 1 Thessalonians 2:8, Romans 12:10-18, and 1 Peter 1:22. Discuss the 

common theme of these verses. Pastor Dan spoke about ways to be intimate with God. He 
reminded us to spend time talking with God, reading the Bible and speaking with his people. Are 
you developing deep friendships in Christ? Take turns sharing about the God-lovers who have 
influenced you, strengthened your faith walk, and counseled you.  

 
2.  Read Psalm 32. Describe what David is feeling in the passage, focusing on his change of heart. 

Share with the group what has happened in your personal relationships when you or someone 
else hid your/their true self; when the ugly was hidden? Have you ever attempted to hide your sins 
from God? Why do we do that and what are the consequences? 

 
3.  Read Psalm 63:1-11, James 4:8a, and Hebrews 10:19-22. What idea do these scriptures share? 

How are some of the ways you find you may draw near to God? In contrast, read Zephaniah 3:1-
4, focusing on verse 2. What are some things that keep you from drawing near to Christ? Have 
you ever avoided God when you knew you were in abject rebellion?  

 
4.  How many of you read the Bible on you own on a regular basis? Do you read whole 

chapters/books at a time? Take turns in your group to read all of Psalm 106. What do you see 
going on with the Israelites here? How can we develop our intimacy with God, so that we don’t fall 
into patterns of repeated rebellion?  

 

Prayer/Ministry 

Break up into smaller groups of two or three and allow each person to share one concern or thought 
about where they stand today in building an intimate relationship with God. Then pray for each 
person’s concern or issue. Ask the Holy Spirit to build intimacy between your friend and God, and that 



by opening their heart and mind, this series would be a huge step forward in growing closer to Jesus 
and the heavenly Father. 
 

Taking it Home: 
 

Going Deeper 
Day 1:  Read: Revelation 3:20-21. 

Reflect: These verses are for believers. God has knocked on our door, but our job is to hear 
his voice—not just listen and hear, but respond by opening the door of our heart. 
Respond: Start this series by responding to God’s knocking with a prayer to acknowledge 
your willingness and desire to build a closer relationship with him. Open the door and invite 
him to take your personal relationship with him to a deeper level. 

 
Day 2:  Read: Romans 8:38-39. 

Reflect: We all crave unconditional love and acceptance. These verses declare the depth of 
God’s un-wavering love for us through eternity. 
Respond: Just sit back and dwell on these verses. Feel the intensity of his love for you 
through these words. Absorb his strong declarations and desire to have a relationship with 
you. Challenge yourself to just receive and bask in his desire to love you today. Just receive. 

 
Day 3:  Read: Ephesians 5:8-9. 

Reflect: To build intimacy, we must make ourselves fully known to God. We need to step out 
of darkness to experience the love, healing and forgiveness of God. 
Respond: Search your heart today. Are there any aspects of your life that you’re hiding from 
God? Ask him to reveal these to you and shine his light on any darkness that is preventing 
you from having a deeper relationship with him. 

 
Day 4:  Read: Ephesians 2:8-10. 

Reflect: We know we are justified by faith and that grace cannot be earned by works. Yet 
many Christians strive to be good in lieu of pursuing intimacy with God. 
Respond: Take inventory of your Christian living. Are you spending more time doing things 
for God than being with God? Take time today to just hang out with God. Just be with him in 
prayer, sing his songs, have a conversation, read his word. Today, strive to be, instead of do. 

 
Day 5:  Read: Genesis 32:22-28. 

Reflect: To build a deeper, more intimate relationship with God, we have to be willing to 
submit to him and hold onto Him, just like Jacob wrestled with God and refused to let go. 
What does submitting to God look like for you? 
Respond: Worship is always a great way to wait on God and position your heart. Put on your 
favorite worship music, find a place where you can sing out loud to your heart’s content and 
worship him with all your heart and soul -- just you and God. 

 

This Week’s Memory Verse 

Revelation 3:20: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 
 
 
 
 
 


