
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 4 
 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
What was the most valuable trip you have ever taken, whether business, personal, 
vacation, or other? What made it important and valuable to you? 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction  
 
God used the Roman Empire’s roads, trade routes, postal service, etc. to build his 
kingdom when Paul used them to travel and send his letters. Each time Paul traveled 
for God, he counted on God showing up; he believed the Holy Spirit would back him up 
with power. When we go on any outreach, whether near (our work, school, or 
neighborhood) or far (outside of our city or country), we should also believe the Holy 
Spirit will be present in power. We are called in order to be sent, and when we answer 
God’s call, he will show up and change the world. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 and 4:20. What is the import of what Paul said in these two 
passages? In light of these passages, how did God use Paul to spread his kingdom? 
What happens when we die to self and trust the Holy Spirit, allowing him to take over? 
Does anyone have an example of this that they would like to share? 
 
2. Read Isaiah 50:4. Paul knew this verse. How did he use it? How can we use it in 
practical ways? 
 
3. The dictionary defines a disciple as “someone who accepts and helps to spread the 
teachings of a famous person”. Read Acts 14:21. Notice that the converts were also 
“made disciples.” Read Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-17 and Psalm 96:3. Christians 
have many gifts. Are all Christians disciples who are supposed to spread the gospel and 
make disciples? Discuss why or why not. 
 
4. Read Romans 12:10-13 and re-read 1 Corinthians 4:20. How do these verses pertain 
to outreach? In your experience with outreach, have you seen gentleness and love, or 
arguments and anger? 
 



5. How can you share your expression of love toward others? Maybe God is calling you 
to an outreach program. Maybe God is asking you to express your Christian love in 
some other way. How many ways can you advance his kingdom? If so, where or in what 
capacity is God calling you to “Go!”? 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Appoint someone to open and close in prayer, and invite people to pray out 
thanksgiving to God for how he invites us into ministry and provides for us.  
 

Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Matthew 13:1-23 (the Parable of the Sower). 
Reflect: Think on the principle of outreach being likened to planting and growing a seed 
until it becomes a plant that bears much fruit. 
Respond: Ask the Lord to give you wisdom in the way you scatter seed for his 
kingdom, that his work through you would bear much fruit. 
 
Day 2: Read: Acts 14:1-3 and Matthew 13:20-21. 
Reflect: Think back on the Parable of the Sower, and how the seeds planted on rocky 
places struggled to grow. Even Paul and Silas, prolific seed planters, had to nurture 
their seeds, and do damage control when others tried to embitter people against them. 
Respond: Pray for the people in your circle of influence where you are planting seeds 
every day. Pray for protection and good growing conditions as you make yourself 
available to them. 
 
Day 3: Reread: Acts 14:3. 
Reflect: Ponder the phrase “speaking boldly with reliance on the Lord.” Do you rely on 
the Lord as you share about him, or do you put unnecessary pressure on yourself? 
Respond: Ask the Lord to show you any areas of self-reliance you struggle with when 
evangelizing and ministering to others. Practice trusting him and learning to wait on his 
voice to speak.  
 
Day 4: Read: Acts 14:8-18. 
Reflect: Consider the way Paul and Barnabas spoke to the people in Lystra with 
understanding of their culture and with kindness, showing them how the living God 
provided for all nations even while they worshipped other gods in vain. What does that 
teach you about evangelism? 
Respond: Pray that the Holy Spirit would show you how to respect those who are 
unbelievers and ask him to reveal a way to build a bridge to them. Ask him for wisdom 
in speech and action for each person you encounter, and that he might soften their 
hearts so they would be hungry to learn about Christ.  
 
Day 5: Read: Acts 14:21-22. 



Reflect: Consider the pattern of Paul and Barnabas going back to check on the 
believers whom they had begun to disciple, to strengthen them in the Lord. They 
encouraged them and reminded them that “through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God” (22). Is that something we remind new believers today, and do we 
regularly encourage them? 
Respond: Ask the Father to give you his heart for those with whom you are sharing the 
gospel. Remember to remind them that the road will not always be an easy one. 
Remember the Parable of the Sower. A good gardener is invested in his work, tends to 
his soil and continues to nurture the growth. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or 
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
 


