
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 3 
 

 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
Share an experience from your life when someone seemed like a real problem, but 
turned out to be a blessing. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
When destiny called, Paul and Barnabas answered, and the results were astonishing! 
In our walk with Christ we are also called, and it is up to us to respond faithfully. Today 
we’re going to take a look at following God as Paul did.  
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What was God’s long-given promise to the gentiles, and through whom was it to be 
fulfilled? To answer that question, take turns reading the following scriptures: Genesis 
22:18, Isaiah 49:6, Luke 2:25-32 and Revelation 7:9. Read Acts 9:15. What were the 
three people groups God told Paul to reach? 
 
2. Read Acts 11:19-26, and Matthew 28:19-20, taking time to focus on the events 
written. How do we see the beginning of God’s promise being fulfilled? How did Paul 
and Barnabas demonstrate in Acts 11:26 the pattern of discipleship given by Jesus in 
Matthew 28:19-20? Has the joy of coming to Christ stirred up a desire in you to venture 
outside of your comfort zone to share the hope of Christ? 
 
3. Read Acts 15:36-41. Focusing on verse 38, what do you think was the result of the 
split between Paul and Barnabas? How do we know that John Mark continued in faith 
after his failure (see 2 Timothy 4:11)? Have you ever endured a "ministry breakup,” and 
have you ever gotten back in touch with that person or those people sometime after? 
Share with the group. 
 
4. Read Romans 15:2, 2 Corinthians 2:12-13, and 1 Thessalonians 5:11. Think back on 
your walk with God when you first really understood what it meant to be a follower of 
Christ. Can you name a person who took a chance by trusting you and building you up 
in faith when you were still green, or after a failure of some sort? How are you at 
extending that hand of favor to reach out to others to build them up in the Lord? 



 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
Paul and Barnabas disagreed and split up (Acts 15:36-41). God used their discord to 
send out two teams to spread the good news. In groups of 2 or 3, ask if anyone is in a 
disagreement with a close friend or family member. Pray for the healing of that 
relationship. Gather together again and end with this: “Heavenly Father, we praise you 
and thank you that all your works are for our good. We ask that even in our tough times, 
we may be used for your glory.” 
 

Taking it Home: 

 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Ephesians 4:22-25. 
Reflect: Paul was sent to the desert to be transformed, to put off his old self and put on 
the new. What has been or is your desert where God worked or is working to transform 
you? 
Respond: Make a decision to be transformed daily. Ask God for his wisdom and 
strength. 
 
Day 2: Read: Isaiah 30:18. 
Reflect: Pastor Dan spoke of how Paul had to wait years for his destiny to unfold. While 
you wait for your destiny to unfold, remember God longs to be gracious to you! 
Respond: Wait with patience, pressing into God and his Word; be expectant of his 
blessing and guidance. 
 
Day 3: Read: Romans 12:1-2. 
Reflect: Do you conform to this world, or do you renew your mind through study of the 
Word and prayer? 
Respond: This week, commit to renewing your mind through reading the Bible and 
prayer, allowing God to transform you into the person of destiny he made you to be. 
 
Day 4: Read: 2 Corinthians 3:17-18. 
Reflect: Do you sometimes dimly see glimpses of God’s work transforming you into his 
likeness? Maybe you see his work clearly? Do you think you sometimes miss his work 
entirely? 
Respond: Be aware and pay attention to God’s work in your life; look for his hand in 
daily events as he molds and shapes you into his image. 
 
Day 5: Read: 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
Reflect: Pastor Dan spoke of how the Holy Spirit is always looking for faithful people--
people who take risks and obey him. He will transform those people and use them to 
further his kingdom. 
Respond: Be faithful while waiting on God to transform you. Ask God how you can take 
risks for him this week to further his kingdom. 



 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Romans 8:28: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 


