
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK 2 
 

Group Time: 
 
Ice Breaker 
 
Share about a time that you felt under pressure. Was there a friend or mentor who 
came alongside you? Or were there people who judged your difficult season as 
weakness or punishment from God instead of training with God?  
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
 
Paul went through a lot on his journey to become all that God had planned for him to be. 
He was pressed in on all sides. Paul also experienced times when friends were sent to 
lay hands on him, speaking and releasing life into his calling. There will be moments in 
our walk with the Lord that we are in a desert, alone with God and other times that he 
will send friends to encourage us. Therefore, as Pastor Dan shared, it is important that 
we never look down on others. The reality is, we are all being trained. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read Acts 26:15-20, Jonah 1:1-3, and 3:1-4. What do these two stories have in 
common? How are they different? Have you ever had a clear call from God to do 
something? How did you respond to the call? 
 
2. Read Acts 9:10-18, and 9:26-27. How did Ananias and Barnabas help Paul? Do you 
think it was risky for them to do so? Have you ever taken a risk on someone? Why did 
you do it and how did it turn out? 
 
3. Read Acts 9:22-25, and 9:28-31. Do you think Paul’s ministry was effective at this 
time? How might using our gifts in certain ways cause trouble? What is the appropriate 
way to use our gifts?  
 
4. Read Romans 9:1-3, 10:1-3, and 11:13-16. What do these verses reveal about Paul’s 
heart for Jews? Where did God call him to preach? Have you been called by God to do 
something? Is it what you thought you’d be doing? Share about how God has equipped, 
called and positioned you for ministry. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
There is probably someone in your group who is being trained right now and is in the 
school of hard knocks or the desert. In prayer tonight, ask the Holy Spirit to be present 



and provide comfort, counsel and/or a call. Ask the Holy Spirit to bring encouraging 
words to share with one another. Split into smaller groups to pray for one another. If you 
have a word of encouragement or a specific prayer or verse for someone, go to them 
and share it with them.  
 

Taking it Home: 

 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Genesis 48:13-20, Mark 6:5, Mark 10:16 and Acts 8:17-18. 
Reflect: Just as Ananias laid hands on Paul and he could see and he received the Holy 
Spirit, according to the above verses, what else has God done by the laying on of 
hands? 
Respond: Ask God who he wants you to lay hands on and pray for; then ask them for 
permission and go for it. 
 
Day 2: Read: Acts 26:17-18. 
Reflect: What was God going to send Paul to do? 
Respond: Try to extend undeserved grace and kindness to someone in order to bring 
light into darkness today. 
 
Day 3: Read: Romans 9:3, Psalm 25:4-10 and 32:8. 
Reflect: Sometimes our desires, like Paul’s, to have a different ministry, or our 
confusion over our path can be trying. This is not a new feeling. Think about David’s 
songs to God and God’s promise to David.  
Respond: God often asks us to do ministry in a way that is different than we think it 
should look. Ask God to make clear his ministry goals for you and thank him for the 
opportunity to be obedient.  
 
Day 4: Read: 2 Corinthians 3:13-16. 
Reflect: What does it mean day-to-day to have the veil lifted? 
Respond: Spend some time thanking the Lord for the truth you once were blind to, but 
now you see and know. Send a text to thank someone who was or still is a part of your 
journey. 
 
Day 5: Read: Galatians 1:15-18. 
Reflect: What was God pleased to do and what would that mean in your life? 
Respond: God is pleased to do the same in you today. But notice that even for Paul it 
took him three years of spending time with God before he went back into ministry. Are 
you still waiting for God to make a way? Thank God today, knowing he will keep the 
promise to reveal his Son in you so that you can preach him to others. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 
 
Jeremiah 33:3: “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know.” 
   


