
THE LIFE OF PAUL WEEK I 
 
Group Time: 

  
Ice Breaker 
 
If you have some extra paper lying around, see who can come up with the most creative 
way to make something out of it; for example, origami, paper airplane, basketball…. 
Have some fun trying to guess what it is each person attempted to make. 
 
Worship 
 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
 
Many items in our world are being recycled because people see something valuable in 
what, to others, appears to be garbage or even dangerous. With skill and patience, 
people are able to take these castaways and transform them into works of art or even 
functioning machines that make life easier for us. In the story of Paul/Saul, we are going 
to see how God took Saul, used every part of him and transformed a life that was 
dangerous into one that has impacted the growth of the church since its beginning. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Read Acts 7:54-8:3. What did Saul see, hear and do? Do you think Stephen’s words 
impacted Saul? How do they impact you? 
 
2. Are there any people today whose attitudes and actions resemble Saul's before he 
was saved, and if so who? Read 2 Peter 3:9. Does God love terrorists and want a 
relationship with them? Read Mark 12:31 and Matthew 18:21-22. How do you view 
terrorists? How would you treat them?  
 
3. Read Acts 9:1-19. Sum up in one or two sentences what happened in these verses. 
What heart change do we already see in Saul at this point? Pastor Dan says, “When 
people meet God, everything changes…your heart, your mind, your values and your 
perspective.” Have you had a miracle experience that shifted the way you live your life 
that you’d like to share? 
 
4. Read Romans 5:20-21. What does this verse in Romans mean? Describe how 
Romans 5:20-21 applies to Saul’s conversion to Christianity. Does the redemption and 
grace Saul received differ from what God offers each of us? Where do you need to let 
God’s grace touch you and bring you freedom? 



 
Prayer/Ministry 
 
As a group, instead of asking for anything, challenge the group to offer praises and 
prayers of thanksgiving to God for his mercy and grace. Express gratitude for your 
salvation and how he delivers you on a daily basis. Assign someone to close at the end. 

 
Taking it Home: 
 
Going Deeper 
 
Day 1: Read: Galatians 1:13-16. 
Reflect: Saul (Paul) was a zealot; he was devoted, impassioned, and obsessed with 
persecuting anyone following “the way” and yet he was set apart by grace, to shine 
Christ’s love and hope. We can glean from this message hope in our own lives, as God 
will and can use anyone and any situation to change us. 
Respond: What an amazingly merciful experience Saul had with God. His life is quite a 
testament to the powerful grace and mercy God has for us all. Take some time thanking 
him for the grace he’s given you. Speak specifically. 
 
Day 2: Read: Acts 9:10-16 once again. 
Reflect: Here was Saul, traveling on a mission to kill. He was struck blind physically 
(though he was already blind spiritually) and God sent Ananias to lay hands on him so 
his eyes could be opened. Two wonderful things happened here: Ananias was obedient 
to lay hands on someone who was previously hunting him down and God chose Saul as 
his personal representative to gentiles and Jews (verses15-16). 
Respond: Bob Goff, author of “Love Does” said, “I used to think I had missed the mark 
and God was mad about it, but I now know ‘missing the mark’ is a stupid analogy.” Isn’t 
this so true? In Saul’s life and ours, we think he’s close to giving up on us because we 
make unwise choices. Giving up is never even on his radar. Thank him today for not 
giving up on you. 
 
Day 3: Read: 1 Timothy 1:15-17 (The Message). 
Reflect: “Public Sinner Number One” is how Paul described himself here--someone 
who could never have made it if it weren’t for sheer mercy. Mercy is defined as 
“compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one’s power to 
punish or harm” (Oxford Dictionary). 
Respond: Heavenly Father, thank you for Paul’s life and the amazing example he is as 
a receiver of your mercy, just like me. Thank you for how you used Paul. Use me too 
Lord. All glory, honor and power are yours. Amen. 
 
Day 4: Read: 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. 
Reflect: The love Jesus shows us should compel us. He died for us and our old selves 
died so we can live for him. Paul’s life emulates this passage. The hate and even 
murderous heart he previously had died, and the zeal he had used for destruction 
became a tool to build up the church of Christ. 



Respond: Take time alone with the Lord and in the quietness of your heart, talk with the 
Father and thank him for using your past to bring glory to his name. 
 
Day 5: Read: Romans 5:8, John 1:16 and Ephesians 2:8.  
Reflect: In Paul’s life, our lives, marriages and relationships, sin really doesn’t stand a 
chance when we choose to bring in God’s love and forgiveness. He brings truly 
beautiful, transforming grace into situations the world calls helpless and hopeless. 
Respond: Set aside time with the Lord to talk with him in whatever format works best 
for you; perhaps journaling (written or recorded), praying aloud, singing or sitting in his 
presence. With a humble and grateful heart, thank him for where he has brought you 
and all he has redeemed and restored in your life. 
 
This Week’s Memory Verse 

Hebrews 4:16: “Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need” (NIV). 
 


