
Nehemiah 
Week 6: The Word and Our Joy 

(Leader Notes) 
 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Who was the first person you ever met who took the Bible seriously and read it regularly? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Reminder: Worship is also available at 
the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction 
There is at least one Bible in most homes in the United States; though many rarely read it. Sadly, 
they don’t realize the riches that can be found in that precious book. It contains God’s promises, his 
character and his plan that we desperately need for growth. It is our guide for living in and out of the 
heart of God, which is why it is important that we make reading, studying and meditating on the 
Bible a consistent part of our lives. Let’s dig deeper to find out just how to access those riches and 
how to live the joyful, redeemed life that the Bible offers. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and Read Isaiah 55:11. What do these verses say about the Bible? What 
is the purpose of biblical instruction? How can we use the Bible to do this work in our lives?  
 
Notes 
The words of the Bible come from God himself and are useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. They correct us and teach us to do what is right. Isaiah also 
reminds us that God’s word is powerful. We know that if God promises something, it will happen! 
 
God uses his words to prepare and equip his people to build the kingdom. 
 
Trusting that God’s word is effective and powerful advice for living a fruitful life; taking those words 
to heart by reading them, speaking them and living them–all begin our transformation.  
  
2. Read 1 Peter 2:1-3. In what way does Peter say we should be like newborn babes? Why do we 
need the "pure milk of the Word"? How do we get it? 
 
Notes 
As a baby yearns for milk, we too should crave and seek the Word passionately. 
  
Just as babies need milk from their mothers to grow, we need God's word in our lives to grow in our 
walk with him.  
 
Saturating ourselves in God’s word through reading, meditation and study will bring about that 
transformation we so desire. Attending Bible classes, listening to sermons, and memorizing and 
praying scripture, all work together to change hearts. 
 



3. Read Nehemiah 8:1-9. How did the people respond to the reading of the law? What do you think 
might have caused them to respond as they did? Has a message or teaching from the Bible ever 
affected you in a similar way? Share. 
 
Notes 
When the crowd heard the law being read, they understood that as a nation they had been 
disobedient to God. In fact, in verses 13-17 of this chapter it says that they celebrated what is known 
as the Feast of Booths (or Tabernacles). Verse 17 indicates that this was the first time that Israel 
had celebrated that feast since the time of Joshua. This shows how far they had strayed from 
obeying God. 
 
4. Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-10. How did Paul’s letter make the Corinthians feel? How can sorrow be a 
good thing? Why might God want us to be sorrowful? 
 
Notes 
Paul had written a letter to the Corinthians in which he had said some things which made them sad, 
but he did not regret having done so. Instead, he said that he rejoiced because that sadness 
brought change in their lives. 
 
Sometimes God brings us to a place of sorrow, so our eyes will be opened to truth and our hearts 
willing to repent. Only then can we grow. 
 
5. Read Nehemiah 8:9-12. What did Nehemiah and the Levites say to the people when they saw 
them weeping? What does verse 12 say about why the people went to "celebrate a great festival"? 
Why would understanding the "words which had been made known to them" be a cause for 
celebration? Do we have reasons to celebrate? Share. 
 
Notes 
They told the people not to weep because this was a special, holy day. The people had repented, 
and it was time for celebration. God didn’t want them to continue beating themselves up. He had 
forgiven them, so they needed to forgive themselves and move on in joy. 
 
Verse 12 explains that they understood God’s words! They weren’t merely words on a scroll, but life-
giving words.  
 
Even though we may stumble and fall, we have a healing, forgiving and redeeming God. We should 
rejoice in the fact that (as Pastor Dan says) “God is crazy about us.” That’s reason enough to 
celebrate and rejoice! 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Dear Lord, please fill us with a hunger for your word. Help us to read it, to study it, to meditate upon 
it, and to find joy in it. Give us each a plan to better-immerse ourselves in your word. Amen. 
 
Spend time talking and sharing about various plans for saturating oneself in God’s word. This will 
look different for each person. Some may want to make accountability partners via phone, text or 
email. Others may want to work on memorizing verses together or attending classes at Water of 
Life. The steps don’t need to be the same for all or even big steps. Signing up for the e-devotional 
may be another option (text “edevotional” to 67076.) 
 

 
 



Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

• Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

• Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 

• Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

• Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 

2 Timothy 3:16 “ All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness;”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


