
 
Nehemiah 

Week 4: Growing in the Battle 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
What is the most exciting battle scene you have watched in a movie? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Reminder: Worship is also available at 
the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
Nehemiah returned from captivity to rebuild the walls of the city of Jerusalem–a good work, and 
God’s ministry–when he was met with opposition from the enemy much worse than any fake scene 
in a movie. This week we’ll look at how he handled that struggle and evaluate how we react when 
we face opposition. We’ll learn how to recognize the tactics of the enemy and prepare ourselves for 
the inevitable attacks. Let’s keep our ears and hearts ready for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Nehemiah 4:1-23. What tactics did the enemy use in his attempt to stop Nehemiah from 
rebuilding the wall? Has Satan used some of these same tactics in your life to keep you from the 
destiny God has for you? Share. Why is it important to study Satan’s tactics against us?  
 
Notes 
This story is an image of the enemy, Satan, using others to do his dirty work. Specifically, he used 
Sanballat and his friends in his attempt to discourage the Jews to stop rebuilding the wall. He knew 
this unifying act was God’s work to draw his people back to him and Satan didn’t want to let go 
without a fight. He taught Sanballat to mock Nehemiah and the other Jews, using demeaning words 
and talk of how impossible the task was, spawning doubt in God’s strength, in the task and in their 
own God-given abilities. Further, he ridiculed their faith and used racial slurs. He also relied on one 
of his favorite tactics–making the Jews feel alone. He asked if they could “restore it by themselves” 
(2). Additionally, he used anger, sarcasm, threats, intimidation, discouragement, exhaustion, 
negativity and fear. In short, he focused their eyes on the enormity of the problem, rather than on 
the authority of God. 
 
Satan uses these same tactics today to turn us from partnering with God to build the kingdom. Yet, 
even when the battle is raging outside, it is our ability to recognize and understand the tactics that 
are used–and our response to them–that keep us from being defeated. When we expect Satan’s 
devious tactics, we can recognize them for the lies they are. They are not reality in light of God’s 
strength and authority. 
 
2. In our Christian walk, we have several options when confronted with an attack. Focusing on 
Nehemiah 4:6-14, what was Nehemiah’s response to the attack on his people? What is your first 
response when attacked by the enemy? Share the good or bad.  
 

  



Notes 
First, Nehemiah encouraged the lifting of voices in prayer and entreated his army to put their hearts 
into their work. That said, he understood the attack was real, so again he prayed, posted guards and 
armed the people so they could defend themselves day and night (9, 13). Most importantly, he 
diverted their eyes from the problems that seemed to loom over them and returned their focus to the 
God who can, saying, “Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome” (14). Only then were they 
able to return confidently to work. 
 
We too must keep our eyes on Jesus and the strength we have in him, as well as the work he would 
have us do. As Christians, we shouldn’t over-focus on the enemy, making him bigger than God, but 
we must realize that he is our adversary and we should be on guard constantly for the lion that 
prowls (1 Peter 5:8).  
 
3. Read Ephesians 6:10-18. In addition to turning our eyes to God and leaning on his strength when 
we are attacked (10), what else must we do to thwart Satan? In application, how can we put on the 
armor of God? How have you utilized God’s armor during an attack? Share. 
 
Notes 
Ephesians entreats us to put on all of God’s armor, not just some of it. The awesome thing about 
doing this is seen in the language of verse 11: “so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil.” Paul didn’t write that we might be able to stand firm, but that we will be able 
to! Of course, we must actually put on that armor: truth, righteousness, preparation of the gospel of 
peace (sharing the gospel message), faith, salvation, and the sword of the Spirit (God’s Word).  
 
We can access our armor by building relationship with God: reading the Word, praying, fasting, 
praying and memorizing scripture, worshiping, practicing obedience to God and sharing the gospel 
message. In short, as we build a firm relationship with God, we are taught how to use the armor 
more effectively. 
 
4. This weekend we heard that “having an attitude of poverty kills possibility.” Do you agree with 
this? Explain. Read John 14:27, 2 Timothy 1:7, Romans 8:5, and if time, Hebrews 13:5-6 and 1 
Peter 3:13-14. How can we live out an attitude of possibility instead? As you look at your life today, 
is God presenting you with opportunities to respond with an attitude of possibility? Share. 
 
Notes 
Nehemiah’s words and actions guided the Jews away from an attitude of poverty and 
discouragement toward an attitude of possibility. Though the work had come close to stopping in the 
face of Satan’s attacks, they chose to believe that God was in charge of the work and they 
overcame.  
 
We too can overcome the debris that seems overwhelming. Recalling and praying these verses, and 
others like them, can help us focus our attention on God, rather than on the problem. As our focus 
shifts to God, our healing and restoration can begin, and we will be more effective in building up 
others for the kingdom.  
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Pray: Father God, bless us with grace and favor. Open our eyes to the tactics of the enemy and 
strengthen us to withstand his attempts to destroy. Teach us how to recognize his tactics, how to 
withstand and focus on you in the face of fear, and how to rely on one another in battle. Teach us, 
Father, to stand firm and keep our eyes focused on you and the prize that lies ahead in heaven. 
Holy Spirit, rise within us, break down the walls we have and restore our hearts. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 



 

 
Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

• Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

• Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 

• Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

• Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Nehemiah 4:14b: “‘Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and 
fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses.’” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


