
 
Nehemiah 

Week 3: God’s Team 
(Leader Notes) 

 
Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker  
Did you ever play a team sport, maybe volunteer with a group, or work with a team? If so, what was 
the best part of being part of that team? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Reminder: Worship is also available at 
the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction  
As we continue our study in Nehemiah, it becomes clear that the wall could not be built by one man. 
Strength lies in numbers, particularly in teamwork. In fact, that theme runs throughout the Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments. In Nehemiah, because the people worked as a team, Nehemiah had 
strength to lead, they all had strength to work, and strength to repair the wall–God’s ministry–
ultimately opening themselves up for spiritual healing as well. We are all stronger when we work 
together in the roles God uniquely positions and prepares us for, and each person and every role is 
valuable. Let’s seek the Holy Spirit’s wisdom as we learn how God uses others in our lives and how 
we too can be used to impact the lives of others to build the kingdom here on earth. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Take turns reading Nehemiah chapter 3. Wow, a long list of people indeed. Why do you think all 
those who made repairs were named? Would you be pleased to know that even though you were an 
average Joe or Jane, because you participated in God’s plan, people would be studying your name 
thousands of years from now? To whose glory are these people named? Why is this relevant to 
know? 
 
Notes 
It takes a team to build life, and this list is the “Team Roster” for God’s team! Picture the pregame at 
most televised athletic events. Every player’s photo is shown, details posted about them, such as 
their size, what school they attended, and the position they play. Isn’t that really just like reading 
Nehemiah 3? God values team players, and Nehemiah 3 points to that fact. It is also clear that each 
of those people named came from various walks of life and had differing abilities. Even so, they 
were recognized equally. We can learn from this. Pastor Dan pointed out that Nehemiah’s 
commitment to team with others on the wall eventually rebuilt his people, just as our commitment to 
God can rebuild others today. 
 
All of this is to glorify our father, God. When we lose track of that, it is easy to become prideful in our 
personal successes, which can cause problems on a team. We may lose sight of God’s goal, 
pursuing our own instead.  
 
2. Read again Nehemiah 3:5. What do you think about the fact that not everyone helped? If 
comfortable, speak about a time or circumstance when you were part of a group or team and some 
members either resisted or did not pull their own weight. How did their behavior affect the outcome, 



and impact the other members of the team? Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 and John 17:20-23. What 
direction does God give us regarding teamwork? What can happen to us if we “sit it out” when God 
is moving? 
 
Notes 
No explanation is given why the nobles did not work. Perhaps they thought too highly of themselves, 
or they weren’t team players. Maybe they did not believe the work was relevant or even possible. 
They may have been lazy or believed they were too busy. Regardless, even the high priest was 
doing manual labor, implying that this work was a ministry to the Lord.  
 
We too must have a heart willing and open, not only to work with others in unity, but to allow others 
to help us in our Christian journey to build the kingdom of God. The work God sets out to do in us is 
to be shared with others. Like the nobles in Nehemiah, we may fear getting involved with others, we 
may be haughty, or may consider certain work to be below us.  
 
If we “sit it out” for whatever reason, instead of participating when God is moving, we will miss 
destiny. 
 
3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. According to Jesus, how should we view ourselves and others 
within the Christian body? Whether you are a new believer or long in the faith, how have you been 
viewing yourself and your role within the body of Christ (as Christ views you, as the world might view 
you, or as you might harshly view yourself? What role(s) can you see for yourself in building God’s 
kingdom on earth? Could you serve in ways that you’ve never even dreamed of?  
 
Notes 
We as Christians are the body of Christ, and each part of the body is essential and equally 
important. So many of us downplay our potential role in building God’s kingdom, but we need to 
know that every role is just as important as any other, even if our role is not as highly regarded by 
the world. There is an old saying, "The whole is greater than the sum of its parts." Today in 
business, we call that synergy. But if any necessary part is missing, no matter how seemingly small 
or insignificant, that synergy will not happen. We all play an important part! When we have a heart 
open to God’s will and allow him to use other people alongside, below, and above us in our journey, 
we will grow in God and great things will happen for the kingdom! 
 
4. Read Romans 12:3-16. These verses list various gifts and attendant functions for different parts 
of the body of Christ, those who have surrendered their will to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Why 
do you think Paul wrote about every Christian being a part of the body with a special function, and 
then went into serving and loving, etcetera? Which of these gifts do you have? Which gifts do you 
wish you could use more?  
 
Notes 
Paul wrote about all of us being parts of one body, belonging to each other. He then listed many 
ways we can benefit the body as a whole by relating to and doing things for others. Very few of 
these gifts are what many would call “high profile”; most are very simple and straightforward: 
“serve,” “love,” “rejoice,” “bless,” “weep,” etc. All of these gifts are directed towards and used for 
other people, indicating our destiny is with others. Serving is a risk, but it is where we find our 
destiny and fulfill our “part” in the body of Christ. 
 
Prayer/Ministry  
Pray in the group: Lord God, we pray in the name of Jesus that you would help us to see our part. 
Help us to rejoice in the gifts you’ve given us and utilize them to our best ability to build your 
kingdom and to glorify you. Heavenly father, we pray that you would illuminate to us those gifts that 



we could use for others to help build your kingdom on earth and in heaven. Thank you for the 
realization that we must be others-minded to use our gifts well. We recognize that we are here to 
help others and others are here to help us. Strengthen our faith, Lord. Amen. 
 
For those seeking to know their gifts, Water of Life’s Ministry and Gifts of the Holy Spirit class is a 
great place to start. It can be found on the church’s website under the Classes tab: Grow Class 
Catalog. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

• Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

• Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 

• Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

• Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse  
Romans 12:4-5: “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have 
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


