
Week 8 
 

Life’s a Battle: Getting Completely Free 
 
Group Time 
 
News 

 Meals Ministry: We occasionally receive requests for assistance with meals. These are 
often from people who have come out of a major surgery or find themselves in a 
situation where they are momentarily in need of help. If anyone would like to be on the 
notification list, they may contact smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org. 

 DWOL (Discovering Water of Life) 3/19: Are you considering making Water of Life your 
home church? We want to meet you and for you to meet us! Join us to learn the 
heartbeat of Water of Life; the journey that brought us here and shaped our core 
values; Healing, Sending, Caring, Equipping, and Relationships. Lunch and childcare 
are provided. For more information contact Kellie Chappell at the church office. 

 
Ice Breaker 
Pair the group up and give a small sheet of paper to each pair. The group leader will privately draw 
a simple picture (dog, cat, horse, car…). One person in each group will close their eyes (and keep 
them closed) while the group leader shows the picture that the people will draw. The person with 
their eyes open will give general directions to their partner, of the figure to draw. The person giving 
directions is only allowed to say, up, down, left, right or curve and how far to draw the line. They 
may not say anything like, “draw a triangle.” When everyone is finished, have a laugh at what was 
produced. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
church Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Life can have some events where we are not clued in to what is really happening until much later. 
Many times this is purposeful for our own protection, as when we were children, or even as adults. 
Perhaps there is a surprise that is hidden from us. There are also times that our own pride blinds us 
and it is not until much later that our eyes are opened and we “see” again. This is sight that sets us 
free. Let’s dig deep into how God wants to open our eyes and set us free! 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Luke 15:11-17. What occurred in the son’s mind specifically at the beginning of verse 17? 
What other commonly used phrases describe what happened in verse 17? Describe the state he 
was in before he had his epiphany. How can we compare our lives to this son? 
 
In verse 17 it says, “But when he came to his senses.” Other similar ways to say this would be, he 
realized, his eyes were opened, he became aware, he woke up, he got a clue, he stopped being 
stupid. 
 
It seems that the son had hit rock bottom before he was willing to seek forgiveness. Sometimes God 
allows us to experience some pretty awful things, just so we will seek him. 
 



2. Read Luke 15:20-21 and James 5:16. How are these verses similar? Pastor Dan says, “Confess 
to God and get forgiven, confess to others and get healed and free.” How might the son’s story have 
played out if he only confessed to God and never to his father? How have you confessed to others 
and received healing or freedom? Spend time sharing. 
 
These two verses include the confession of sin to others, and the healing it brings. Without the 
confession of the prodigal son to his father, he would not have been freed from slavery, and blessed 
greatly. 
 
3. Read Luke 15:25-31 and 15:12. What absolutes--nevers--did the older son say in verse 29? How 
did believing these lies affect him? Are you believing lies, resulting in open doors in your life that 
have led to bondage? Discuss some lies that are easy to believe. 
 
The two nevers that the son believed are: 1. He claimed never to have disobeyed his dad. Can any 
kid claim that? 2. He said that his father never gave him a young goat. Yet, his father had fed and 
clothed him his entire life and given him half his inheritance. Absolutes, unless they are about God, 
are usually untrue. 
 
Sadly, the lies believed by the older brother put him in bondage. He was angry, bitter, jealous, 
envious and unforgiving. When we believe lies and participate in darkness, we are opening doors for 
the enemy to come in and we must openly renounce them to get free. 
 
4. Read Luke 15:22, Isaiah 61:10 and Genesis 41:42. What three things does the father give to his 
son? What do these gifts represent in light of the latter verses? Have you received each of these 
gifts from God? Read Luke 10:19. How does each gift benefit you? 
 
The father gave the son a robe, a ring and sandals. Pastor Dan said these gifts represent 
righteousness, authority and son-ship. The father had the power the son needed to move from 
slavery to son-ship. For us, it is the power of the Holy Spirit that sets us free from bondage, and 
provides power over the enemy. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Begin with this prayer: Father, thank you for your promises of teaching us and giving us knowledge 
and wisdom whenever we ask for it. As we open our lives and hearts up to you, please change us 
from the inside out and reveal to us what we cannot see ourselves. You desire to see us whole and 
complete. Heal the parts we have allowed darkness to hurt, and seal up the doors we opened, in the 
name of Jesus! We declare our victory in Christ over darkness! May your light shine ever brighter 
each and every day from our hearts. 
 
After the group prayer, allow a time for people to pray alone, or partner up and pray together for 
specific needs regarding lies they are battling and the bondages those bring. This is as good a time 
as any for people to gain their freedom! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals that include the following: 

Devotionals based on the current sermon. 
Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 
iTunes links of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 
Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 

 
Memory Verse 
Psalm 139:23-24:  

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me and know my anxious thoughts; 
And see if there be any hurtful way in me, 
And lead me in the everlasting way.” 

 
 
 


