
Week 4 
 

Life’s a Battle: How do we Leave Doors Open? 
 
Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Meals Ministry. We occasionally receive requests for assistance with meals. These are 
often those that have come out of a major surgery or find themselves in a situation 
where they are momentarily in need of help. If anyone would like to be on the 
notification list they may contact smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org 

 The GIVE at Citylink (2/4). This is a monthly event that provides primary medical care 
(by appointment only), lunch & groceries give-away, and kid’s fun and prizes. Kid’s 
Fun time begins at 10:30a. EVERYTHING IS FREE! Always the first Saturday of the 
month. For volunteer information visit 
http://wateroflifecc.org/events/calendar/event/273/the-give-citylink/2017-002-04 

 Interested in writing for eDevotional? Contact BrendaR@wateroflifecc.org 
 
Ice Breaker 
What are some of the silliest sayings you can remember ever hearing? An example might be, “You 
can pick your friends and you can pick your nose, but you cannot pick your friend’s nose.” 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Pride is a sin that is very sneaky. James encourages us to “[h]umble [ourselves] in the presence of 
the Lord, and He will exalt [us]” (James 4:10). This is something we must take part in if we are to 
grow in our relationship with our father. As we explore more deeply the pitfalls of pride, as Pastor 
Dan taught this past weekend, we can all take part in humbling our spirits to be teachable. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read James 3:13-17. Describe the two wisdoms referred to in the passage. Where do they each 
come from? According to this scripture, how is it that we open a door in our lives to Satan’s 
demons? How can we avoid that demonic influence? 
 
The demonic and earthly wisdom expresses jealousy, arrogance, bitterness, and selfishness--it is 
from Satan and creates chaos. The other wisdom is godly and exhibits all that is good—in humility. 
It is from God and creates peace. 
 
We open the door to evil when we are selfish and envious and think we know too much—sometimes 
even more than God. Those sins open doors to Satan, even for Christians. In fact, Pastor Dan said 
that sometimes God uses the enemy to get our attention about ongoing sin. Whether those doors 
are open already, or we don’t want them to open in the future, when we turn to God, press into him 
and repent daily he begins to change us and break those strongholds of the devil, closing doors and 
keeping them closed. 
 
2. Read Proverbs 16:18. What does pride cause? What does this mean in our daily spiritual battle? 
For example, how could we combat pride? 
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Pastor Dan pointed out that contrary to what most people say (that “pride goes before the fall”), 
pride actually goes before destruction and seems to be a special trap for the strong, the righteous, 
and the wise. It may be that such people have a greater tendency to depend on their own strength 
and wisdom, rather than God; thus opening a door to demonic attack. By trusting in ourselves 
instead of God, we may be opening doors. Ironically, God gives us all gifts, such as intelligence, 
physical strength, and wisdom. By regularly thanking him for our gifts, in all humility, perhaps our 
pride will be checked. Lifting others up in encouragement and recognizing their gifts may take our 
eyes off of ourselves. That said, daily seeking to know God in all of his greatness and power is the 
most effective pride buster--for who can compare to God? 
 
3. Read Matthew 16:21-23 and Mark 14:66-72. Who was Jesus actually addressing when he told 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!” How did Peter allow himself to be used by Satan? What was the 
immediate result when Peter was challenged about his connection to Jesus? When we fail like 
Peter, what can we do to close the door to demonic influence? 
 
Jesus was addressing Satan in Peter because Peter’s pride and arrogance opened the door to 
demonic influence. The immediate result was that Peter’s pride was smashed when he denied 
Jesus three times--even to a young girl! But he ultimately wept, and most importantly, he repented. 
He turned from relying on his own strength to relying on God. When we fail—and we will fail--we too 
must repent and surrender to the Holy Spirit, entreating him to close the door to further demonic 
attack. 
 
4. Read Luke 18:9-14. How is self-righteousness tied to pride in these verses? What does Jesus 
say about pride versus humility? How do today’s Christians battle with self-righteousness?  
 
Self-righteousness, as expressed by Job and here by the Pharisee is pride in appearing to be pure 
and sinless--when people are watching. It is trusting in yourself, which opens a door to demonic 
attack. Pastor Dan mentioned during his message that some will say to themselves how glad they 
are that they are not proud. Doesn’t that sound just like the Pharisee in verses 11 and 12 here! 
Jesus makes it clear that humility is closer to God’s heart than looking, acting, or doing the right 
things, when accompanied by pride; and those who are prideful will be humbled. So often at church 
or with our Christian friends we are afraid to ask for prayer or accountability regarding sin because 
we are prideful. If you felt a tug at your heart when Pastor Dan spoke of this pride, this might be an 
issue to pray about. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Break into groups of two or three and spend time praying for one another regarding specific or 
unspoken pride. “O Teach me to love to be concealed and little esteemed; let me be truly humbled, 
and heartily ashamed of my sin and folly: teach me to bear reproaches evenly, for I have deserved 
them; to refuse all honours done unto me, because [I] have not deserved them; to return all to thee, 
for it is thine alone….”1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 “The Golden Grove, by Jeremy Taylor.” 



Taking it Home 

 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotional that includes: 

 Devotionals based on that week’s sermon 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday – Friday 

 iTunes link of songs played during that weekend’s worship 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surround the series’ topic 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076 
 
Memory Verse 
Jeremiah 17:14: 
“Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; 
Save me and I will be saved, 
For You are my praise.” 
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