
Life’s a Battle 
(Leader Copy) 

 
Week 1 

 
Life’s a Battle: How Great is Our God 

 
Group Time 
 
Group News: 

 Week of Prayer and Fasting 1/8 -1/13 

 Night of Worship and Prayer 1/13 

 Baptisms 1/22. The sign up for baptism class can be found here: 
http://wateroflifecc.org/coreclasses 

 
 
Ice Breaker 
Hand out a small piece of paper to every group member. Each person will write something unique 
about himself or herself or something that others may not know about him or her. They hand their 
paper back to the group leader, who will mix up the papers and read them aloud. The rest of the 
group will attempt to figure out the author of each paper. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Have you ever seen a small child struggle to pick up a heavy object? They give it their mightiest 
heave ho and it refuses to move. Then a parent comes over after watching the struggle and lovingly, 
and easily, picks it up, moving what the child could not move. You can see the child is in awe of the 
parent’s strength to overcome what was impossible for the child. Tonight we are going to attempt to 
capture in our own eyes and hearts the might of the Savior to overcome what was impossible for us. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Before we begin this series on the battle between good and evil, it may be wise to ground 
ourselves in the wonder and power of who God is. Have the group share as many Bible stories, 
verses, personal experiences or stories they’ve heard from others about God that show his power. 
(Spend ten minutes or so.) 
 
2. Read Colossians 2:13-14 and Ephesians 2:1-9. Both passages carry similar themes. There are 
people who believe that you can be saved by just being a good person. In what ways do these 
verses show that goodness is not the way to spiritual life? How can this knowledge help you in your 
Christian walk? 
 
Colossians 2:13 states that “you were dead in your transgressions.” While we may be physically 
alive, we are spiritually dead. However, Ephesians 2:5 explains that we are made alive because of 
the cross and Christ’s forgiveness. Both passages speak of grace and forgiveness. Only then can 
we truly have life. 
 



So often, the magnitude of what Christ went through on the cross is diminished. It is frequently 
glossed over and recognized as a symbol of Christianity but not much else. The magnitude of sin 
that Christ took on was so overwhelming that it is still evident today. We are dead without Christ, 
and to save us, God used his righteousness and justice to deal with the penalty of our sins. He took 
something dark and powerful and dealt with it in his perfect way; and he has defeated sin so that the 
power of sin has no hold over us. It is arrogant to think that we are saved by works. We could never 
be that good. We are saved by his grace alone. 
 
3. Read Colossians 2:15. What are the three parts to this verse? Read Ephesians 6:12. Who is Paul 
talking about when he mentions these “rulers and authorities?” Read 2 Corinthians 2:14 and 
compare it to the end of Colossians 2:15. Explain how the truths in these passages apply to our 
lives. 
 
Colossians 2:15 can be dissected into three actions that Christ did when he died and rose again: 1. 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities; 2. He made a public display of them; 3. He triumphed over 
them. 
 
The rulers and authorities are Satan and his demons. Jesus publicly disgraced Satan and his 
demons with his death on the cross and triumphant resurrection. Part three shows of Christ’s 
triumph over Satan. The cross publicly reveals the failure of the demonic powers to thwart God’s 
plan of salvation through Christ. We are part of that triumph and our job is to spread the gospel. 
 
4. Read Matthew 16:18-19. Christ’s death has empowered us to extend the rule of his kingdom; and 
while his death has established victory over Satan, we must take an active role to expand the 
kingdom. Read Luke 12:32 and Matthew 6:33. What does God say about the kingdom and our role 
regarding it, and what does that look like in everyday actions? 
 
From the verses it is clear that Christ’s authority has overpowered darkness; but we have a part to 
play as well. He promises that he will give us the kingdom if we seek him first, which might look like 
fasting, praying, listening to his voice and finally, by being obedient to him. 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Take group time to offer praise and thanks to the Father for all of the indescribable things he has 
done for us. Then have members pray aloud over specific areas in which they need the power of the 
Spirit to intervene, or help them overcome (as people are comfortable). 
 

Taking it Home 

 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 

 Devotionals based on that week’s sermon 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday – Friday 

 iTunes links of songs played during that weekend’s worship 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series’ topic 
Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076 
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 
 

 

http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT

