
Leader Notes 
Building Intimacy with God Week IV 

 
1.  Read Luke 5:15-16, Luke 6:12-13, John 6:11, Mark 6:45-46, John 5:19 and Romans 8:34. In 

what circumstances did Jesus pray in each of these passages? Do you have time alone to 
listen and talk to God most days? If so, when and how did it become a lifestyle? What do 
you do when you need restoration? 

 
In these verses we find Jesus departing and getting alone to pray and listen to God. Often he went to 
the wilderness or a mountain top. He prayed for healing, to give thanks, for wisdom and he continues 
to pray for us today. John 5:19 talks about Jesus only doing what he saw the Father doing. He 
consistently spent time in secluded places, alone, to watch the Father and listen. This was especially 
common after he had spent a day caring for the crowds of people whom he taught and healed. He 
knew that after a time of ministry, more important than sleep, he needed a time of prayer. Prayer was 
what refreshed, revived and renewed him. It is the same for us but often we go to other things, 
thinking they will bring us the restoration we feel we need. 
 
 
2.  Read Psalms 119:97-105. What is David saying in this passage? In which of these verses 

did David say, “you yourself have taught me”? How was he taught by God? Share an 
example of listening and hearing God speak to you.  

 
David eloquently expounded the wonders of God’s Word. Specifically, verse 102 is where David said 
he was taught by God. This passage gives us many examples of how God’s Word impacted David. 
He meditated on it, it gave him insight and understanding, and it caused him to change his path and 
actions. David’s example clearly reveals how the Word of God can be alive to us personally as well. 
When we ask the Holy Spirt to speak and teach, he reveals our hearts to us and heals us through it. 
He can do this through scripture as well as simply speaking in our ears. This listening has to be 
interactive and honest to create the intimate, "sweeter than honey” relationship David described 
(verse 103). 
 
 
3.  Read Jeremiah 33:3, John 14:26, Revelation 3:22 Mark 4:24 and Romans 10:17. What 

promises are in these passages? What do you struggle with that interferes with listening to 
God (a. being still, b. being quiet, c. getting alone, d. staying awake, e. other)? What can 
you do to listen better? 

 
It is clear that God made us to be listeners and he expects us to listen. He promises amazing rewards 
of wisdom, knowledge, faith and peace if we listen to him. Pastor Dan mentioned that God is an 
amazing communicator. He is not the problem; we are. Have the group brainstorm ways to improve 
listening skills. 
 
 
4.  Being alone with God makes a way for intimacy and gives us his guidance and insight. 

When you have received specific wisdom from God, would you share this insight with 
others? Why or why not? Read Matthew 7:6. What does this passage mean and how may 
we apply it in sharing our insights with others? 

 
Sharing insights with others can help them to deepen or begin their own intimate relationship with 
God as they see and experience a part of ours. When we share with others the guidance and insight 
we have received from God, it serves as an example, teaching them to choose to go to God for the 



instruction they need. However, we are warned to be discerning when we share. Matthew 7:6 warns 
that there are some people in our lives who will take what God speaks to us, which is holy, and turn it 
into something that may harm us. In this case when we share and we are ridiculed, that is our cue to 
refrain from sharing further with them the holy things that come out of our intimate relationship with 
God, until God instructs otherwise.  
 


