
Leader Notes 
Building Intimacy with God Week III 

 

1.  Read Luke 15:3‐7, 8‐10, and 11‐24. What do these passages show about God’s attitude 

toward the lost? Now read Romans 5:8‐11. Why is it important to recognize that God is the 
one who initiates a relationship with us? Take time to have a few people share their 
experience of God knocking on their heart’s door. 

 
God’s search and rescue is extraordinary. He is not faint of heart and he does not give up. How 
wonderful to know that God loved us and sought a relationship with us before we knew him and that 
there was wonderful rejoicing when we were saved. God makes the covenant and we only have to 
accept him. Our good deeds don’t save us and our bad deeds don’t cause us to lose our salvation. 
 
 
2.  Read Genesis 15:9-18, Colossians 1:19-20, Hebrews 2:17 and Ephesians 2:11-16. What 

story do these scriptures tell? What part does Jesus play in our relationship with God? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:14‐21. What is the “ministry of reconciliation”? What are ways in 
which we can participate in this ministry?                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
The wonderful story of these passages takes us from the old Abrahamic covenant of animal sacrifice 
to the new covenant sealed with Christ’s blood, and which includes the gentiles. It is at this point then 
that we are entrusted with the “ministry of reconciliation.” In other words, we are entreated to share 
with others Christ’s reconciliation, which is the gospel message. John 15:12-17 reminds us that as we 
grow more intimate with God we will have more fruit and God’s love will show through us, which 
certainly helps in sharing the gospel. 
 
 
3.  Think of a time you felt far from God. Share in the group personal stories or generalities of 

what makes you feel far from God. Read 2 Corinthians 5:19‐21 and Hebrews 4:14‐16. How 
might those passages change your feelings about your relationship with God?  

 
It is evident from the passages that God is no longer counting our sins. They are forgiven before we 
even sinned. If God can forgive us, certainly we can forgive ourselves and accept his forgiveness. 
Our feelings of unworthiness are just that—ours. To God, we are his children and we are already 
forgiven. In Hebrews he reminds us that he is aware that we will sin but that he is merciful and will 
give us grace. He’s telling us how it is going to work. Our sin is not a surprise to him, so he made a 
wonderful plan for us. We mustn’t let our feelings get in the way of his plan. 
 
 
4.  Read 1 Peter 1:18-21. What does God promise in this passage? Read Galatians 5:22-26. 

What does it mean to be a new person in Christ? How have you seen yourself 
transformed? How has this built your intimacy with God? Share within the group. 

 
He promises us that our lives will no longer be empty. We know that Christ was chosen before 
creation, which shows that he had a plan and he has always loved us. We can have ultimate faith and 
hope in him. In short, we can fully trust God because he ransomed us and gave us new life.  
 
When we allow God to transform us, the fruit of the Spirit becomes evident in us and we show love for 
others above our own desires. This can only happen by spending time with God and listening to his 
voice. It is then that we are building intimacy with God.  
 


