
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week 4 

 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 and 4:20. What is the import of what Paul said in these two 
passages? In light of these passages, how did God use Paul to spread his kingdom? 
What happens when we die to self and trust the Holy Spirit, allowing him to take over? 
Does anyone have an example of this that they would like to share? 
 
The power of the Holy Spirit filled Paul to use the simplest of words so that the people 
would accept and have faith in Jesus, not in Paul himself. In fact, Paul trusted that the 
Holy Spirit’s power would back up his words as well, and so the Holy Spirit did! 
 
2. Read Isaiah 50:4. Paul knew this verse. How did he use it? How can we use it in 
practical ways? 
 
Paul knew that God gives wisdom to his disciples. He spent time listening to the Holy 
Spirit and waiting for instruction. Though he was persecuted terribly, he gained strength 
and courage from God to continue on his journey. We too, must awaken each morning 
to hear what the Holy Spirit wants us to say and do and to gain our strength from him 
when we are weary. 
 
3. The dictionary defines a disciple as “someone who accepts and helps to spread the 
teachings of a famous person”. Read Acts 14:21. Notice that the converts were also 
“made disciples.” Read Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-17 and Psalm 96:3. Christians 
have many gifts. Are all Christians disciples who are supposed to spread the gospel and 
make disciples? Discuss why or why not. 
 
There may be some who think that believing in Christ is enough and that there is a 
difference between a Christian and a disciple. According to Acts 14:21, believers are 
disciples and therefore, should spread the Word. In Matthew, the disciples were told to 
witness. In Mark, the disciples were also told to “Go” and that “signs would accompany 
the believers (16:16-17). Why else would we need signs unless we are going share that 
they came from Jesus? Finally, Psalm 96 blatantly exhorts us to share the gospel. We 
should all strive to be disciples by sharing God’s Word with others because we love 
them and want them to be saved. 
 
4. Read Romans 12:10-13 and re-read 1 Corinthians 4:20. How do these verses pertain 
to outreach? In your experience with outreach, have you seen gentleness and love, or 
arguments and anger? 
 
As followers of Christ we must be loving to others in all areas, including outreach. We 
don’t need to argue or cajole people into accepting Christ; the power of the Holy Spirit is 
released in us when we act. As disciples of Christ, we must share his message by our 
expression of love through our actions and kind words. The Holy Spirit will do the rest. 
 



5. How can you share your expression of love toward others? Maybe God is calling you 
to an outreach program. Maybe God is asking you to express your Christian love in 
some other way. How many ways can you advance his kingdom? If so, where or in what 
capacity is God calling you to “Go!”? 
 
These answers will differ greatly. Let each member of your group share where and to 
what extent God is leading them. Whether it is in their home, community or somewhere 
far away in the world, encourage one another to listen to God and to act in his love. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


