
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week 3 

 
1. What was God’s long-given promise to the gentiles, and through whom was it to be 
fulfilled? To answer that question, take turns reading the following scriptures: Genesis 
22:18, Isaiah 49:6, Luke 2:25-32 and Revelation 7:9. Read Acts 9:15. What were the 
three people groups God told Paul to reach? 
 
God, in his unending wisdom and mercy had a plan for all the peoples in the world who 
would say "yes" to his lordship over their lives: from one man (Abraham)…to one family 
(sons of Jacob)...to one nation (Israel)...to all the peoples of the world. Paul reminded 
us in Romans 3:1-2 that the benefit of being a Jew was "much in every way" as they 
themselves preserved the "oracles of God" to provide the gentiles with the written word 
we have today. Paul, under the strict teachings in his history was a walking, talking 
encyclopedia of knowledge, who was then ignited with the Holy Spirit so that he could 
properly share God’s plan of redemption with those who were outside the 
commonwealth of Israel…to bring them in. Paul in Ephesians 2:12-13 said this,  
 

Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

 
Jesus told Paul that he would be used to reach gentiles, kings, and the sons of Israel. 
 
2. Read Acts 11:19-26, and Matthew 28:19-20, taking time to focus on the events 
written. How do we see the beginning of God’s promise being fulfilled? How did Paul 
and Barnabas demonstrate in Acts 11:26 the pattern of discipleship given by Jesus in 
Matthew 28:19-20? Has the joy of coming to Christ stirred up a desire in you to venture 
outside of your comfort zone to share the hope of Christ? 
 
What an exciting time in the life of Paul, to actually see the fulfillment of scriptures he 
had no doubt memorized all of his life under the strict teachings of Gamaliel, without a 
true understanding of how it would look! Paul, in Philippians 3:3-7 counted all he had 
been as nothing in comparison to what he was after knowing Christ and being known by 
him. At the same time this did not dismiss the whole of the Old Testament and God’s 
words given to the prophets. In fact, these prophecies are the very blueprint for Christ's 
death, resurrection, return and reign. In Acts 11:20-23, we see the believers witnessing 
to the Greeks with the help of the Lord himself. The people believed and turned to the 
Lord. Barnabas, always the encourager, exhorted these new converts to “follow the 
Lord with all their hearts” (verse 23), before finding Paul in Tarsus and bringing him 
back to Antioch to teach the people for the following year. The gospel message wasn’t 
just for the Jew! 
 



3. Read Acts 15:36-41. Focusing on verse 38, what do you think was the result of the 
split between Paul and Barnabas? How do we know that John Mark continued in faith 
after his failure (see 2 Timothy 4:11)? Have you ever endured a "ministry breakup,” and 
have you ever gotten back in touch with that person or those people sometime after? 
Share with the group. 
 
Barnabas' name literally means "son of encouragement." We saw how he went after 
Paul in Tarsus after he had been sent away and now we see him continue without Paul 
alongside a very discouraged John Mark after he "had not continued with them in their 
work” (verse 38). However, even an epic failure does not disqualify us from the family of 
God. God sends us help. Without encouragers in our lives we can miss out on the 
destiny that God has for us, because we literally don't have the courage to take the risks 
that allow God to grow our faith. If our faith isn't growing we run the risk of losing hope 
and perhaps giving up, walking away from the things God has planned for us to do 
(Ephesians 2:10). We see in 2 Timothy that with Barnabas' help, John Mark did indeed 
continue in the faith, and grow in service to the church to the degree that Paul actually 
asked for him specifically to accompany him once again. We can only assume that God 
worked things out for his glory as we read in Romans 8:28. 
 
4. Read Romans 15:2, 2 Corinthians 2:12-13, and 1 Thessalonians 5:11. Think back on 
your walk with God when you first really understood what it meant to be a follower of 
Christ. Can you name a person who took a chance by trusting you and building you up 
in faith when you were still green, or after a failure of some sort? How are you at 
extending that hand of favor to reach out to others to build them up in the Lord? 
 
When we understand how often our journey with God is called "a way," “a path" and a 
"walk," we realize that believers can easily be in two completely different places 
spiritually and still be on the same road. Sanctification is a lifetime journey and we can 
easily look down or judge someone who is walking in the place we were 5 minutes 
ago...we forget so soon. We should always be looking forward to emulating and learning 
from believers who are examples of Christ to us and encouraging and exemplifying 
Christ to those who are following us. We see how Barnabas encouraged Paul and then 
they both encouraged young John Mark to journey with them. Barnabas and Paul 
separated and Barnabas continued to walk alongside John Mark, knowing that Paul had 
emerged as a leader in his own right. 


