
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week 2 

 
1. Read Acts 26:15-20, Jonah 1:1-3, and 3:1-4. What do these two stories have in 
common? How are they different? Have you ever had a clear call from God to do 
something? How did you respond to the call? 
 
Paul and Jonah both received calls from God to take action. God gave clear instructions 
to both men, to go and speak with specific groups of people about their sins, God’s 
judgment and repentance. God was precise and concise in instructions to both men, 
and the assignments were clearly tied to their destiny. However, Paul and Jonah 
responded differently. Paul immediately obeyed and preached in Damascus and 
Jerusalem despite dangers to himself. On the other hand, Jonah ran away from his call 
and had to suffer through hardships before finally yielding to the call on his life from 
God. When God calls and gives us clear instructions, we can have two different 
responses. Paul obeyed immediately. Jonah had to learn the hard way that when God 
wants to move in your life and “has your number,” he’s not going away and it is better to 
be obedient. As Pastor Dan says, “If you don’t learn the lesson, take another lap.” 
 
2. Read Acts 9:10-18, and 9:26-27. How did Ananias and Barnabas help Paul? Do you 
think it was risky for them to do so? Have you ever taken a risk on someone? Why did 
you do it and how did it turn out? 
 
Both Ananias and Barnabas knew about Paul’s history of persecuting Christians. They 
had good reason to wonder about Paul’s claim of conversion, but were moved to 
believe him. More than that, they were willing to take a stand in front of others for Paul. 
They showed great discernment, wisdom, and obedience to the Holy Spirit, and 
overcame what would have seemed like the safe route—using their own judgment. It is 
not our job to decide if someone is a Christian--in other words, truly converted; but it is 
our job to be obedient to the Holy Spirit to support, love and stand up when called to do 
so, even if it might seem illogical or unpopular. Taking a chance, standing up and loving 
on those who have been written off by others can be the best way to show Christian 
love and embody the forgiveness and love of God for one another. 
 
3. Read Acts 9:22-25, and 9:28-31. Do you think Paul’s ministry was effective at this 
time? How might using our gifts in certain ways cause trouble? What is the appropriate 
way to use our gifts?  
 
Paul preached powerfully but was constantly in trouble with the authorities. Other 
believers had to intervene and rescue Paul. Additionally, the church had peace and 
grew only after Paul was sent away. While it is great that Paul was not ashamed of the 
gospel, and was enthusiastic and powerful in sharing with others, it sounds like he did 
so while sometimes getting into arguments with people. While we should never 
compromise on our beliefs, it is also good to share the gospel lovingly, as Christ would. 
Paul needed to learn to temper the way he used his gifting, just as our gifts need to be 



used with great wisdom and discernment. Overusing, or wrong timing can turn into 
trouble and become a weakness, or worse, hurt the people we’re trying to help. A strong 
leader can sometimes become overbearing. A gift of mercy might not be the best thing 
when God is trying to break someone before building them up. All gifts have their time 
and place, but can only be effective when partnered with the wisdom and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Paul’s ministry at the time seemed to cause more chaos than peace, not 
only with non-believers, but also within the church body itself. Like Paul, we surely do 
not want to be the cause of chaos, and who wants to be sent away! There is a time and 
place for everything and we need to be mindful of when we should stay and serve as 
well as being obedient when it is time to go. 
 
4. Read Romans 9:1-3, 10:1-3, and 11:13-16. What do these verses reveal about Paul’s 
heart for Jews? Where did God call him to preach? Have you been called by God to do 
something? Is it what you thought you’d be doing? Share about how God has equipped, 
called and positioned you for ministry. 
 
It is no secret that Paul’s heart deeply desired the Jewish people to come to Jesus and 
be saved as he had been saved. He yearned for their eyes to be opened as his were 
personally opened by God. However, God clearly used Paul to be the apostle to the 
gentiles. Paul willingly followed this calling. In fact, he began to call himself Paul, his 
Latin name, so the gentiles would be more comfortable with him. His heart, however, 
continued to yearn and grieve for his Jewish people. 
 
We might think we have a specific calling on our lives. God, however, might have given 
those yearnings to us, and yet calls us to do something else. We don’t always know 
why, but oftentimes it is for equipping us and sharpening us, and only the fullness of 
time will reveal his perfect plan. It is at these times when we may ask God for courage 
to follow the voice of the Holy Spirit. Perhaps God is training us, working on us so we 
will be prepared for a greater purpose than we ever could have imagined. 
 

 


