
Leader Notes 

The Life of Paul Week I 

 
1. Read Acts 7:54-8:3. What did Saul see, hear and do? Do you think Stephen’s words 
impacted Saul? How do they impact you? 
 
Saul was in hearty agreement with putting Stephen to death. He saw Stephen taken out 
of the city walls and stoned to death and witnessed him look to heaven. He heard 
Stephen proclaim that he saw Christ standing by God and looking down at him from 
heaven. He was there when Stephen asked God not only to receive him into his 
presence, but forgive those who were killing him. Saul watched as Stephen died.  
 
The murderers put their robes at Saul’s feet. Such devotion to God, such grace, peace 
and forgiveness in the face of death surely impacted Saul in some way. It would have 
been impossible to watch Stephen martyred and talk to God in a relational way and not 
be impacted. Saul came from a very educated background, knowing Greek, Hebrew 
and the scriptures. Stephen’s open conversation with God was not something Saul had 
previously known or experienced. The difference between the two of them was 
dramatic. As Pastor Dan said, “It was tradition versus relationship and bondage versus 
freedom. Saul, with all his training and education lived under the law, memorizing and 
obeying what was impossible for a man to keep.” Yet, this was part of God’s plan to 
prepare Saul. Stephen’s blood paved the way for Saul’s life and words to draw millions 
to Christ. 
 
2. Are there any people today whose attitudes and actions resemble Saul's before he 
was saved, and if so who? Read 2 Peter 3:9. Does God love terrorists and want a 
relationship with them? Read Mark 12:31 and Matthew 18:21-22. How do you view 
terrorists? How would you treat them?  
 
In today’s world Saul would be considered a terrorist for killing people for his cause. He 
passionately persecuted Christians, hounding some even to death, arresting both men 
and women and throwing them in prison (Acts 22:3-4).  
 
God loved Saul and wanted a relationship with him. God saw the wild, crazy, zealous, 
brilliant, passionate and super-focused person Saul was and loved him, in spite of what 
he had done. God redeemed all of those gifts and used them to bring the gospel to the 
Jews and gentiles. He loves today’s terrorists just as much. And he loves us too. He 
tells us clearly both to love those around us and to forgive them. There are no “unless” 
clauses. 
 
3. Read Acts 9:1-19. Sum up in one or two sentences what happened in these verses. 
What heart change do we already see in Saul at this point? Pastor Dan says, “When 
people meet God, everything changes…your heart, your mind, your values and your 
perspective.” Have you had a miracle experience that shifted the way you live your life 
that you’d like to share? 



 
Saul had an encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, where Jesus spoke to him 
and blinded him. Three days later Jesus sent Ananias to return his sight, and he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and baptized. He went from killing Christians to being one. 
 
Already it is clear that Saul’s heart was beginning to change dramatically. He was 
showing humility and repentance. 
 
4. Read Romans 5:20-21. What does this verse in Romans mean? Describe how 
Romans 5:20-21 applies to Saul’s conversion to Christianity. Does the redemption and 
grace Saul received differ from what God offers each of us? Where do you need to let 
God’s grace touch you and bring you freedom? 
 
Because no one can uphold the law, the law was created to point out our need for 
Christ’s salvation. The law also accentuated sin, in contrast to Christ’s holiness and 
perfection. As for Saul, he sinned grievously against God and was therefore given much 
grace, and as the cherry on top, God used him to bring Christianity to millions. Where 
sin abounded in his life God’s grace abounded all the more (verse 20). It is hard to 
imagine and yet it brings such security, that God’s grace is enough to cover our sins no 
matter what they are. This grace released Saul from the bondage of trying to keep the 
law, into freedom that’s found in a relationship with Jesus. 
 


