
 
 

John the Baptist Week 2 
 

A Cry in the Wilderness 
Group Time 
 
News 

 How will you connect over the summer?  
o Potlucks, parties, go to a game, etc. 
o One outreach - VBS, July 17-21  

 Are you a Small Group Leader in the making?  
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Read Matthew 3:1-3 and 7-9. What was John the Baptist’s message and why did he call the 
Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of vipers” (3:7)? Do you think that this was a popular message back 
then? Do you think it is popular now? Have you ever been upset when someone pointed out your sin to 
you? Share a couple of stories. How can we know if we are bearing good fruit? 
 
2. Before reading the following scriptures, explain the task. As a group, take about five minutes to make 
a list with two columns. In one column, write down words that pertain to the kingdom of heaven. Then, 
next to each word write down a word that means the opposite, pertaining to Satan’s domain. For 
example, you might write order and chaos. To do this, read Matthew 13:24-43,19:14 and Luke 18:29-30. 
Feel free to add any other scriptures, keeping in mind time constraints. Re-read Matthew 3:2-3. Look at 
your list. What was John saying about the kingdom of heaven? What do you think is meant by “make 
straight paths for him,” and how can this be accomplished? Consider Hebrews 12:13 and Proverbs 3:6. 
 
3. Read Matthew 21:23-27, 3:6 and Luke 3:10-14. John’s authority to baptize and preach repentance 
came from almighty God. John baptized as the people “confessed their sins” (Matthew 3:6). He told the 
people, tax collectors and the soldiers some things they must do to change. How did John’s guidelines 
prepare the people for the coming of Christ? Taking love a step further, what parts do confession, 
apologizing, renouncing and restitution play in repentance? How do they prepare us to better receive 
Christ? 
 
4. Read Deuteronomy 8:3, Isaiah 55:1, John 4:13-14, 7:37 and I Corinthians 3:6. Pastor Dan said, 
“When you figure out that everyone has a hunger in their heart somewhere, you will be effective with the 
gospel.” Do you agree with this statement? Share in the group. Read Mark 16:15. What is our role as 
Christians? 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals that include the following: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
  



 
 
 
Memory Verse 
I John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Notes 
 
 
 

 


