
  



 

John the Baptist Week 1 

 
Hard After the Father’s Heart 

 

Group Time 
 
News 

 How will you connect over the summer?  
o Potlucks, parties, go to a game, etc. 
o One outreach - The Give, 1st Saturday of the month.  

 Are you a Small Group Leader in the making?  
 
Discussion Questions 
1. Read Malachi 4:5-6 and Luke 1:17. How are these two scriptures connected and what do they tell us 
about John the Baptist? Read John 1:6-8. What was John’s divine purpose? How do these scriptures 
apply to our everyday lives? 
 
Questions 2-4: Read Luke 1:5-25 and 57-80. 
 
2. Why is it relevant that Gabriel showed up right when Zechariah was called to sprinkle incense for the 
prayers of others? How did Zechariah respond to the angel’s news? Have you ever had God speak to 
you through prophetic words, situations or circumstances? Did you respond in doubt or belief? What 
happened to Zechariah? What does that tell you about how God responds to our doubt? 
 
3. Why do you think Zechariah could pray for others but had trouble believing God would work wonders 
in his own life? Do you believe God will heal and change others, but have trouble believing for yourself? 
Share. Read Psalm 37:3-6. What advice did David give us to change our wrong thinking? 
 
4. Based on the reading, what sort of upbringing did John have? How did John’s childhood and adult 
choices help him achieve his divine purpose? How might we also strive to live a life of purpose for the 
kingdom of God? What can we do to impact our own family? 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals that include the following: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 
Notes 
 


