
 
 
 

Week 4 
 

John the Baptist: Making a Way for a King 
 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Start planning now for summer! How will your group end the year? What will you do to 
stay connected over the summer? 

o Plan to do a couple of social events: potlucks, parties, go to a game, etc. 
o Plan to do at least one outreach together. --Pray together about serving your 

neighborhood, or finding a way as a group to express the love of Christ to your 
community.  

 Do you have a prospective Leader in your midst? Ask an apprentice to prepare the 
answer for 1-2 questions or have a different person/couple lead the group each week. 
Have prospective new Leaders contact Rolanda at smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org. 

 
Ice Breaker  
Talk about a time when you were waiting for a delivery (a package, a gift, or maybe even a baby) 
and it arrived late. How did you react during the delay? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
As Pastor Dan said, John the Baptist was a forerunner, making a way for Jesus. John spoke his 
mind, not holding back, which eventually landed him in jail. While he was in jail, he had his doubts; 
yet it was during that period that Jesus spoke the most highly of John, whose faith was credited to 
him as righteousness. This story is for us because John was like we are! Jesus loves each of us and 
he knows our struggles, but he still may ask us to wait. Oh, to have Jesus speak highly of us while 
we wait! 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes  
1. Read Luke 7:18-23. In the passage, what has been going on in John’s life, and what is his 
concern? How did Jesus respond to John? Why is it easier to have doubt over circumstances in our 
lives than to live from a place of faith? How can we use Jesus’ words to John to reassure us? 
 
In the context of this passage, John, who had been sitting in prison for a while, begins to doubt that 
Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus reassured him by pointing him to the evidence of miracles, such as 
healing and casting out demons, that speak to his divinity. 
 
Answers may vary. Perhaps it is easy to doubt Jesus when we are facing trials and temptations 
because it is during those times that we have trouble being intimate with him. Perhaps we blame 
him for our troubles, or we believe God has deserted us.  
 
 



 
 
 
Just like John, if we look to the amazing things Jesus does, we too can be reassured that he is in 
charge. 
 
2. Read John 20:24-29, Matthew 14:28-31 and Psalm 13. How are these verses connected to John 
the Baptist’s life story? Why might these stories be included in the Bible? Read Hebrews 11:1 and  
2 Corinthians 5:7. How can these scriptures bring us hope to overcome our doubt? Are you 
struggling with doubt in any area of your life right now? Gather into small groups and pray together 
over them. 
 
Just as John doubted that Jesus was the Messiah he sought so earnestly and gave his life for, these 
passages speak of others who doubted: Thomas, Peter and David--all men of God. 
 
Perhaps these stories are included in the Bible because God knows humankind and that we tend to 
fall into doubt when we are forced to wait too long. They serve as an encouragement that even great 
men of God doubt sometimes, so we should not lose hope. 
 
Faith is a difficult road to walk. We all will doubt at one point, but we have the hope of our future with 
Christ. We need only to learn to wait on him. 
 
3. Read Mark 6:14-29. Based on this passage, describe Herod’s feelings toward John. Why did 
Herod have John beheaded, even though he was afraid of the people’s response? When we are 
living in places of fear, it is easy to miss what Jesus wants to do in our lives. How can we avoid 
missing out on the good that Jesus has for us? 
 
Herod’s emotions were all over the place. He was vengeful toward John because John had pointed 
out his sins, and he did not want to stop sinning. However, it is evident that John’s words about 
Christ had begun to open Herod’s heart.  
 
Sadly, Herod allowed his love of sin and his desire to please others to cloud his judgement, and he 
had John killed. In short, Herod feared people more than God, and he missed out on the best gift 
ever. In fact, this passage reflects the heart of people who are living in the flesh. 
 
Answers may vary. We can observe from this passage that it is important to slow down and live for 
an audience of one—our heavenly father. As long as we are pleasing him, what people think about 
us is inconsequential. 
 
4. Read Matthew 14:13-14. How did Jesus react when he heard about John? What can we tell 
about Jesus from this passage? How should we, as believers, imitate Christ amid our own hardship 
and sadness? 
 
Jesus revealed his heart toward his beloved cousin, John, by his grief and desire to seek his father 
in a quiet place, alone. However, he also exhibited his compassion and selflessness when people 
sought his company and begged for healing. 
 
It is important during times of struggle and trial that we always go to the Father first. And although 
being alone is sometimes necessary for a time, we should remain connected with community as well 
and put the needs of others first, just as Jesus did. We cannot neglect this truth, but embrace it 
because Jesus is in us and therefore his character works through us. 
 



Prayer/Ministry 
Lord Jesus, I pray that you would help me to open my heart and mind to the Holy Spirit. Please lift 
my heart whenever I begin to doubt you as I wait on you. Lord, I want to please you; I want to be a 
forerunner for you in this world. Embolden me to always speak your truth with my heart and eyes on 
you, rather than on the world. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Isaiah 40:31:  
                        Yet those who wait for the LORD 

                      Will gain new strength; 
                      They will mount up with wings like eagles, 
                      They will run and not get tired, 
                      They will walk and not become weary. 
 
 


