
 

Week 3 
 

John the Baptist: Opening the Door for a King 
 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Start planning now for summer! How will your group end the year? What 
will you do to stay connected over the summer? 

o Plan to do a couple of social events: potlucks, parties, go to a game, 
etc. 

o Plan to do at least one outreach together. --One idea is to serve 
together at Back to School Bash with CityLink. Contact Pastor Micah 
at 909-463-0103 x2224. 

 Do you have a prospective Leader in your midst? Ask an apprentice to 
prepare the answer for 1-2 questions or have a different person/couple lead 
the group each week. Have prospective new Leaders contact Rolanda at 
smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org. 

 
Ice Breaker 
When you are going to have a party or invite guests into your home, specifically, what 
do you do beforehand and why? Allow men and women to share and see how different 
the answers are. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
John the Baptist knew his calling … his destiny. He was to prepare the way for Christ’s 
ministry. He never thought more of himself or deviated from what he was meant to do. 
We, too, must know our destiny. In today’s discussion, we will look to John the Baptist’s 
ministry as an example to us. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Exodus 12:1-3, 6-8, 12-13, John 1:29-30 and 1 Corinthians 5:6-7. Why did God 
have the Israelites sacrifice the lambs on that night in Egypt? Why did John call Jesus 
the Lamb of God? What is Paul saying in I Corinthians about our connection to the 
Passover? What does dying to self look like in everyday life? 
 
Just as the Israelites had to sacrifice lambs to escape God 's judgment, God sacrificed 
his own lamb, Jesus Christ, so that we might escape judgment for our sins and inherit 
eternal life.  
 



The passage in Corinthians reminds us that Jesus is our example of how to die to self. 
He is not asking us to do anything he has not already done. 
 
2. Read John 1:19-27 and Matthew 3:11. How did John differentiate himself from Jesus 
and introduce Jesus to the people? What did John say that Jesus would do? Read John 
1:32-34. How did John know that the dove would indicate the Messiah? How does God 
tell you things that he wants you to know? Share. 
 
John said that he had been sent to "make straight the way of the Lord" (John 1:23) and 
that there was one coming after him who was mightier than he and who would “baptize 
[people] with the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11). 
 
John also said that God had told him that he would see the Holy Spirit descend and 
remain upon the one who would baptize in the Holy Spirit—the Messiah. 
 
Answers will vary. God directs our attention to important information in his word. 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit whispers in our ear. Other times he uses other people or 
even nature. For example, a missionary once asked God where he should go and God 
gave him a hundred signs that he was to go to Africa. One sign was a piece of steak 
that was shaped like Africa. 
 
3. Read John 20:19-22, Acts 1:3-8 and Luke 11:10-13. What is the difference between 
receiving the Holy Spirit and being baptized in the Holy Spirit? What did Jesus say that 
the disciples would receive after they were baptized in the Holy Spirit and what were 
they to do? How can we receive this same power to serve and to be Jesus' witnesses? 
 
The event recorded in the gospel of John in which the disciples first received the Holy 
Spirit occurred before their baptism in the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. These were two 
separate events. The first is the gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives as a guide and friend 
who will stay with us always.  
 
Jesus told the disciples that after being baptized by the Holy Spirit, they would receive 
power and would be Christ’s witnesses. That is much more than guidance. 
 
We too can receive power to serve and to be God's witnesses if we ask to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Luke 11 promises that if we ask, we will receive! 
 
4. Re-read Matthew 3:11 and 13-15. How did John view himself in comparison to Jesus, 
even with multitudes coming all the way to the desert to hear him preach? Read John 
3:25-30. Why were John's disciples concerned that people were leaving John and 
following Jesus? How did John respond to their concern? How can we become less, so 
that Jesus can become more? Give some examples in your group of everyday humility. 
  
John understood what his role in life was, and that he was not to live for himself. He 
knew the scriptures (Isaiah 40:3) and that he was destined to prepare the way for 
Jesus. He even said that he was “not fit to remove [Jesus’] sandals” (Matthew 3:11). He 



recognized the power of Jesus and was able to remain humble himself because he 
stayed true to his calling. He did not even want to baptize Jesus but he was willing to 
obey Jesus. 
 
It is possible that John's disciples felt threatened when people began to follow Jesus 
instead of John. They may have been concerned that they were losing the position of 
importance that they had in being associated with John (i.e. they were prideful). It is 
also possible that they didn’t yet understand that Jesus was the one who John was 
proclaiming as the Messiah.  
 
In contrast, John was not concerned about losing his followers. In fact, he was most 
likely pleased that they had chosen Jesus. All he cared about was doing what God had 
called him to do. He was humble and had surrendered his life to God. 
 
Like John, we must keep our focus on Jesus. We must look to scripture and listen to the 
Holy Spirit to learn what our calling is; we must obey his word and submit to his will. Life 
is less about us and more about Jesus! 
 
 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for your word about the ministry and humility of John the 
Baptist.  We thank you for your son, who reigns forever and ever. We ask that the Holy 
Spirit would fill our hearts so there is less of us and more of you. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
1 Peter 5:6-7: “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for 
you.” 
 
 


