
Week 2 
 

John the Baptist: A Cry in the Wilderness 
 

Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Start planning now for summer! How will your group end the year? What 
will you do to stay connected over the summer? 

o Plan to do a couple of social events: potlucks, parties, go to a game, 
etc. 

o Plan to do at least one outreach together. --One idea is to serve 
together at VBS, July 17-21! Contact Albert at vbs@wateroflifecc.org. 

 Do you have a prospective Leader in your midst? Ask an apprentice to 
prepare the answer for 1-2 questions or have a different person/couple lead 
the group each week. Have prospective new Leaders contact Rolanda at 
smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org.  

 
Ice Breaker 
Of all the places you have visited, what is your favorite? Why? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a 
worship DVD from the Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
In life, many of us have found ourselves in places, jobs and relationships that we wish 
we could escape. In fact, some of these situations are good for us; though some are 
not. As believers, we have hope in Jesus that if he called us there, he will see us 
through to the finish. He is a good father and only does what is good for his children. 
Even when we think God has left us because he is silent, or we simply cannot hear him, 
we can be strengthened in heart and character knowing that God is always faithful. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Matthew 3:1-3 and 7-9. What was John the Baptist’s message and why did he 
call the Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of vipers” (3:7)? Do you think that this was a 
popular message back then? Do you think it is popular now? Have you ever been upset 
when someone pointed out your sin to you? Share a couple of stories. How can we 
know if we are bearing good fruit? 
 
John the Baptist’s message was to repent and to prepare for the coming of Jesus, the 
Messiah. He called the Pharisees and the Sadducees a “brood of vipers” because they 
were not willing to repent and change their behavior. He was calling them a bunch of 
baby snakes! They justified themselves by their adherence to the law, and the fact that 
they were descended from Abraham. By calling them baby snakes, he was saying that 



they were acting like children of “that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan…” 
(Revelation 12:9). This was a charge that was later repeated by Christ himself in 
Matthew 23:33. This was not a popular message because the people thought they were 
safe from repentance just by being descendants of Abraham. John told them that being 
children of Abraham was not enough (Matthew 3:9).  
 
It is still an unpopular message today because generally people don’t want to be told 
they are wrong or sinful. People tend to be naturally defensive. Others too, may have a 
false sense of what it means to follow Christ, asking him to save them, but not truly 
giving over their lives. In fact, Paul cautions against sinning more merely because we 
know we are forgiven (Romans 6:1). 
 
Answers will vary here, but Galatians 5:22-23 is a good place to start. It says, “The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law.” 
 
2. Before reading the following scriptures, explain the task. As a group, take about five 
minutes to make a list with two columns. In one column, write down words that pertain 
to the kingdom of heaven. Then, next to each word write down a word that means the 
opposite, pertaining to Satan’s domain. For example, you might write order and chaos. 
To do this, read Matthew 13:24-43,19:14 and Luke 18:29-30. Feel free to add any other 
scriptures, keeping in mind time constraints. Re-read Matthew 3:2-3. Look at your list. 
What was John saying about the kingdom of heaven? What do you think is meant by 
“make straight paths for him,” and how can this be accomplished? Consider Hebrews 
12:13 and Proverbs 3:6. 
 
The list of the kingdom will vary. Some words might include: life, flourish, peace, hope, 
healing, light, welcoming, etc. John was saying that by truly repenting and changing our 
ways, we will live in God’s promises—his kingdom. 
 
We are making Christ’s path straight—sort of. It’s not that simple. How do we make his 
paths straight? By living in God’s realm, we allow him to make our own roads straight, 
thereby making it easier for others to see Jesus in our lives and to follow him on his 
path. Hebrews 12:13 states, “Make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is 
lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.” However, it is actually God 
making our paths straight, as Proverbs 3:6 states: “In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
[a]nd He will make your paths straight. We need him to do the work. 
 
3. Read Matthew 21:23-27, 3:6 and Luke 3:10-14. John’s authority to baptize and 
preach repentance came from almighty God. John baptized as the people “confessed 
their sins” (Matthew 3:6). He told the people, tax collectors and the soldiers some things 
they must do to change. How did John’s guidelines prepare the people for the coming of 
Christ? Taking love a step further, what parts do confession, apologizing, renouncing 
and restitution play in repentance? How do they prepare us to better receive Christ? 
 



John received his destiny from God. When he announced that the kingdom of heaven 
was upon them, he also understood the need to repent to prepare the hearts of the 
people for the coming of Jesus Christ. It’s clear that John was ushering in Christ’s new 
commandment: "Love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another” (John 13:34). 
 
Repentance is not just about asking forgiveness. By confessing our sins, we break the 
strongholds that bind us. When we confess, scripture says, “He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
However, to follow Christ’s love command, we must go a step further than confession, 
and apologize. By saying, “I am sorry; I was wrong,” we are humbled. Renouncing our 
sinful ways helps us to make lasting changes. And, restitution is a way to make amends 
publicly for our wrongful actions. Such acts grow us and humble us and give us a 
thankful heart. They also show the people around us that we love them enough to 
humble ourselves for them. 
 
4. Read Deuteronomy 8:3, Isaiah 55:1, John 4:13-14, 7:37 and I Corinthians 3:6. Pastor 
Dan said, “When you figure out that everyone has a hunger in their heart somewhere, 
you will be effective with the gospel.” Do you agree with this statement? Share in the 
group. Read Mark 16:15. What is our role as Christians? 
 
Answers may vary here. And regardless of whether we agree with Pastor Dan’s 
statement or not, our role is very clear: We must share the gospel. Whether the hearers 
accept it, however, is not our responsibility. It is God’s job to water the seeds for each 
person. That is rather freeing. 
  
Prayer/Ministry 
Group into twos or threes and share one area in which you are waiting on God for a 
breakthrough. Pray for each other and if you get a word or picture for that person, don’t 
hesitate to share it. Take time to encourage one another in the waiting. 
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
I John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 


