
 

 



 
 

John the Baptist 
(Leader Copy) 

 
Week 1 

 
Hard After the Father’s Heart 

 
Group Time 
 
Group News 

 Start planning now for summer! How will your group end the year? What will you do to 
stay connected over the summer? Each week discuss: 

o Doing a couple of social events: potlucks, parties, go to a game, etc. 
o Doing at least one outreach together. --One great outreach is The Give, every 1st 

Saturday of the month. Contact Pastor Micah, WOL Associate Pastor of Local 
Outreach, at 909-463-0103 x2224. 

 Do you have a prospective Leader in your midst? Ask an apprentice to prepare the 
answer for 1-2 questions or have a different person/couple lead the group each week. 
Have prospective new Leaders contact Rolanda at smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org. 

 
Ice Breaker 
Personal Scavenger Hunt 
Take five minutes and find as many of the following items as you can in your wallet or purse: 
Something that … 

You’ve had a long time. 
You’re proud of. 
Reveals a lot about you. 
Reminds you of a fun time. 
Concerns or worries you. 

Have each person share one item. Go around again and share a second item. Don’t feel as if you 
must use the whole list, as it may take too long. 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of songs for worship. The password is wolsg. Or you can pick up a worship DVD from the 
Small Groups table at the Welcome Center. 
 
Introduction 
Most of us live within one hierarchy or other. Often we are not at the top of that hierarchy but report 
to someone further up. Whether we are an assembly worker or the president of a company, we are 
accountable to someone who ultimately carries out the mission of the company. John the Baptist 
was also within a hierarchy and he was assigned a task, which he carried out extremely well and 
with dedication, by preparing the hearts and minds of people for the ministry of Jesus. Over the next 
four weeks, we will look at John’s life and learn from his trials and triumphs and about how best to 
carry out our own purpose in life—sharing the message of the cross with the people we work with, 
play with and associate with. 
 



 
 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Read Malachi 4:5-6 and Luke 1:17. How are these two scriptures connected and what do they tell 
us about John the Baptist? Read John 1:6-8. What was John’s divine purpose? How do these 
scriptures apply to our everyday lives? 
 
According to these scriptures, both Elijah and John had the tasks of preparing the people to know 
God. In John’s case, he was likened to Elijah, appointed as the “forerunner” for Christ, preparing 
hearts specifically for the new redemption of Christ. In fact, he was a bridge between the O.T. order 
of continual sacrifices and the new order of the all-encompassing sacrifice of Christ.  
 
John was to make a way for Jesus by testifying about him as the king who would save. Pastor Dan 
said that John was like “a birth pang” for the kingdom of God on earth that was to come.  
 
As for us, our sins today, tomorrow and always are forgiven! Christ’s sacrifice covered all! That’s 
amazing! And like John, we too can spread the news about Christ. 
 
Questions 2-4: Read Luke 1:5-25 and 57-80. 
 
2. Why is it relevant that Gabriel showed up right when Zechariah was called to sprinkle incense for 
the prayers of others? How did Zechariah respond to the angel’s news? Have you ever had God 
speak to you through prophetic words, situations or circumstances? Did you respond in doubt or 
belief? What happened to Zechariah? What does that tell you about how God responds to our 
doubt? 
 
God could have told Zechariah about his plan anywhere, but God’s design warranted that Zechariah 
was in a holy place, praying for others and believing in answered prayers.  
 
Even considering his righteousness and his divine appointment, Zechariah expressed doubt when 
Gabriel told him of John’s birth to come.  
 
Knowing that even a righteous man had doubts should reassure us when we feel a twinge of doubt 
about whether we have truly heard that still, soft voice of the Holy Spirit. When we do hear his voice, 
we need to press in and turn away from doubt right then and there to see a blessing.  
 
When in doubt, Zechariah lost his ability to speak. When Zechariah did obey, he was given his voice 
and he was blessed (vs. 59-66). As for us, just as God didn’t give up on Zechariah, he won’t give up 
on us either. 
 
3. Why do you think Zechariah could pray for others but had trouble believing God would work 
wonders in his own life? Do you believe God will heal and change others, but have trouble believing 
for yourself? Share. Read Psalm 37:3-6. What advice did David give us to change our wrong 
thinking? 
 
Zechariah prayed and believed for others, but like so many of us, he had trouble believing for 
himself. Perhaps he didn’t believe it was possible, or he didn’t ask because he didn’t want to be 
disappointed. Like the apostle Thomas, he may have needed to see action to believe. In fact, he 
didn’t proclaim his belief in John’s destiny until John was born. Then he prophesied over John with 
great power as seen in Luke 1:67-79. When he trusted, power came upon him.  
 



 
 
David, who was a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14), wrote Psalm 37. He told us that if 
we trust in the Lord and “delight” in him, God will deliver our hearts’ desires. Of course, delighting in 
Jesus will align our desires with his desires for us. We need to believe in Jesus for what he can do 
to change our hearts. 
 
4. Based on the reading, what sort of upbringing did John have? How did John’s childhood and adult 
choices help him achieve his divine purpose? How might we also strive to live a life of purpose for 
the kingdom of God? What can we do to impact our own family? 
 
John led a difficult life, but it was a purpose-filled life, making a way for the light of Jesus Christ. We 
know that John lived with a godly family who spoke scripture and that he was filled with the Holy 
Spirit while still in the womb (Luke 1:15)!  
 
John was “all in,” starting his life with a Nazarite vow and as he grew, he chose to live alone in the 
desert, so that he could serve the king for whom he made a way. He lived with God as his audience, 
not caring what others thought. In his loneliness, he became attuned to the Holy Spirit, who touched 
him deep inside, growing him into a godly, righteous man, who could boldly proclaim Christ’s 
coming. 
 
We too can grow by spending quiet time with the Lord. The more time we spend with Christ, the 
more courage he will give us to share the gospel message, as that is our purpose. We too, need to 
be “all in.” 
 
As for families, Pastor Dan points out that we should pray that our children and grandchildren would 
be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in their mother’s womb! 
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Share with your group a situation in which you are or have been embarrassed or afraid to be called 
a follower of Christ. Pray: Father, please give us boldness to stand up for you so people will know 
that we are representatives of the most holy God. Help us to share the gospel and say things that 
will bring you glory, even if they are considered politically incorrect. 

 
Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our eDevotionals that include: 

 Devotionals based on the current sermon. 

 Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday. 

 iTunes link of songs played during the weekend’s worship. 

 Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

 Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “wolsg edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
  
 
 
 


