
Influencers for Christ 
(Leader Notes) 

 

Group Time 
 
Ice Breaker 
Think about a parent or guardian. What is one good character or quirk you inherited 
from your mom, dad or guardian; or one quirk you dislike, such as biting your nails? 
 
Worship 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and 
choose a couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also 
available at the beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at 
mywolgroup.com. 
 
Introduction 
As Mother’s Day was just celebrated, it is natural to think of our moms and the impact 
they have had on our lives. For some, that is a happy thought. For others, it may bring 
sadness or even anger; while others may not have had a mom, which brings its own set 
of emotions. Despite our different circumstances, we all have people in our lives who 
have influenced us, positively and negatively–from moms, to dads, to grandparents; or 
perhaps guardians, teachers, neighbors or relatives. Conversely, we all have a lifetime 
to influence others as well. Let’s listen to the Holy Spirit as he speaks life and teaches 
us to impact the lives of those around us for the kingdom. 
 
Discussion Questions and Leader Notes 
1. Who modeled Christ for you most significantly? What traits made them most 
influential in your eyes? Do you believe you are able to influence people around you? 
Read Proverbs 27:17 and 1 Corinthians 15:33. What do these verses say about 
influence?  
 
For better or for worse, we all influence the people around us. 1 Corinthians reminds us 
that people have the ability to aid in the corruption of others; while Proverbs encourages 
us to influence others positively. Both verses make it evident that our actions play a part 
in changing people.  
 
2. Read Luke 8:1-3, John 19:25 and 20:11-16. From these passages, what do we know 
about Mary Magdalene’s life and her heart? How did her life impact the kingdom? What 
is your take-away from Mary’s example? 
 
Mary was a terribly troubled woman prior to meeting Jesus, at which point he cast 
seven demons from her. The Jews of the time regarded her as a sinful woman and did 
not wish to associate with her.  
 
Once Jesus freed and forgave her, she was willing to follow Jesus anywhere. She took 
care of Jesus and the disciples at her financial expense and sacrifice of time. She was 



there at the cross and the tomb–when others had fled. In fact, Jesus chose to reveal 
himself to her first after he rose again. This woman truly loved Jesus and he loved her.  
 
As for how Mary’s life impacted the kingdom, physically, just caring for the disciples and 
Jesus, allowing Jesus to preach and heal, certainly furthered the kingdom. However, it’s 
her story . . . her heart that serves as an example of God’s ability to forgive much and 
love even more. Her life reveals how to accept that forgiveness, allowing Christ to 
forgive, rather than wallowing in the guilt. But she didn’t stop at forgiveness. Mary lived 
her life serving others, for her savior. We too need to accept Christ’s forgiveness and 
move forward, impacting those around us with Christ’s love.  
 
3. Read Judges 6:11-16; 7:1-4, 19-22. Today, what would conventional or worldly 
wisdom have told Gideon to do? What was God’s advice for Gideon? What other people 
in the Bible ignored conventional wisdom and instead chose God’s wisdom? In looking 
at these individuals, how is wisdom connected to influencing others well?  
 
A military leader of today would plan to use the most soldiers, and the newest and best 
weapons available. Instructing one’s soldiers to go home and choosing to bring no 
weapons at all to a fight would be considered foolhardy.  
 
Acting foolishly by the world’s standards is just what Gideon did. God instructed Gideon 
to step aside–let God do the work, so people would choose him.  
 
Answers will vary here. Many proclaimed that David acted foolishly in fighting Goliath. 
Esther felt the fool in approaching the king when she was not invited. Daniel and his 
friends certainly acted foolish by the world’s standards when they disobeyed kings.  
 
All of these “foolish” people in the Bible have one thing in common: humility enough to 
put God first. It’s at that humble place that God really uses us to influence well. When 
we are willing to humble ourselves, put our own wisdom and knowledge aside, it is then 
that we can hear God’s sage words and thus influence others for the kingdom. 
 
4. Read 1 Samuel 1:9-11 and verses 19-22. How did Hannah model Christ? Think back 
on Mary, Gideon and Hannah–people God specifically chose to put in the Bible–so we 
can learn from their stories. What do they all have in common that allowed them to be 
influential for the kingdom? How can we become effective influencers for God?  
 
Hannah’s love for God was greater than the gift (Samuel), he had given her. Most 
people would not be willing to give up their child based on a promise made four years 
previously. She was willing to give up everything for God, just as Jesus gave up 
everything for us. Because Hannah allowed God to position her son, Samuel, in Eli’s 
house, Samuel learned to have a heart after God. He was a prayer warrior for Israel; he 
was a prophet and a judge; and he anointed two kings. Consequently, Hannah’s love 
influenced thousands. 



Each of the individual’s we studied had relationship with God. They loved him well. They 
spent time with him. They humbled themselves, so they could listen to and follow his 
wisdom.  
 
As for us, first, we must seek and accept Christ’s forgiveness. We need to spend time 
with him, getting to know him through prayer and reading the Word and growing our 
passion for him. In humility, we can ask for and depend on his wisdom to position us to 
influence others for the kingdom, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide our words and 
actions.  
 
Prayer/Ministry 
Spend a few minutes getting hearts right with God. Ask forgiveness and accept it.  
 
Pray: Precious Lord, we are in awe of your love for us and your wisdom. Thank you for 
forgiving us and teaching us your ways. Please help us to step aside and allow you to 
guide us as we influence others with our words and our help, sharing your great love, 
and spreading your gospel message. We so want to be influencers for your kingdom. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.  
 

Taking it Home 
 
Going Deeper 
Subscribe to our e-devotionals: 

• Devotionals based on the current sermon; 

• Sent directly to your email box Monday–Friday; 

• iTunes-linked songs played during the weekend’s worship; 

• Book suggestions from Pastor Dan surrounding the series topic. 

• Subscribe here: http://eepurl.com/cs8_fT or text “edevotional” to 67076. 
 
Memory Verse 
1 Timothy 4:12: “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, 
conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” 


